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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all 

customers at a fair and reasonable rate.” 
Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing 

Committee Meeting Agenda 
Committee Members: President Burkhart & Director Close-Dees 

BOARD MEETING OFFICE      April 19, 2022       
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.           Time – 9:15 A.M.  
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 

PUBLIC AND BOARD WISHING TO PARTICIPATE REMOTELY 
**TELECONFERENCE LINE THRU ZOOM 669-900-6833** 

OR 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85059700502?pwd=KzRtQ04xQ2JGODRKaDlWditqbHpqUT09 

Passcode: 587323 
Or Dial: 

1-669-900-6833
Webinar ID: 850 5970 0502 

Passcode: 587323 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Discussion and Action Items - The Committee will discuss the following items, and the 
Committee will consider taking action, if so inclined. The Public is invited to comment on any item 
on the agenda during discussion of that item. When giving your public comment, please have 
your information prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record, then please state your 
name.  Due to time constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to 
provide their public comment. 

1. Review Mojave Water Agency’s Legal, Legislative and Community Partners Committee
Meeting Held March 8, 2022
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Committee to review portions of prerecorded teleconference for an update by the State 
Advocate of Issues at the State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues 
at the Federal Level. 

2. Status Update Proposition 1 Planning Grant

3. Status Update Goat Mountain Replacement Well, Destruction of GM Well 2 and Up to Three
Additional Borings/Monitoring Wells

4. Drought Grant Award $235,000 for Residential Water Meter Replacement Program – Verbal
Update

5. Ames/Reche Recharge Project – Verbal Update

6. Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial and
will be acted on by the Committee at one time without discussion, unless a member of the
Public or member of the Committee requests that the item be held for discussion or further
action.

a. PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, February 15, 2022.

Recommended Action: 
Approve as presented (Item a): 

7. Public Comment Period
Any person may address the Committee on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on items
not appearing on this agenda. When giving your public comment, please have your information
prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record, then please state your name.  Due to time
constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to provide their public
comment.  State Law prohibits the Committee from discussing or taking action on items not
included on the agenda.

8. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings
1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports
2. General Manager’s Report

9. Adjournment
In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S.
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and time
above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has been
posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above.
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As a general rule, agenda reports or other written documentation have been prepared or 
organized with respect to each item of business listed on the agenda. 

Copies of these materials and other disclosable public records in connection with an open session 
agenda item, are also on file with and available for inspection at the Office of the Agency 
Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, California, during regular business hours, 8:00 A.M. to 
4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  If such writings are distributed to members of the Board of 
Directors on the day of a Board meeting, the writings will be available at the entrance to the 
Board of Directors meeting room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.  

Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org 

Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are able 
to express yourself adequately. Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to participate in the meeting, should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315 during 
Agency business hours. 
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621 Capitol Mall, Suite 1900, Sacramento, CA 95814  M: 916-448-2162   F: 916-448-4923   www.ka-pow.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
TO:   Legal, Legislative and Community Partners Meeting 
FROM: Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen 
RE:    KP Public Affairs Agenda 
DATE: March 2, 2022 

 
 

 

 

1. 2022 Legislative Calendar: 
 February 18th – Last day for new bills to be introduced. 
 April 7th-18th - Spring Recess. 
 April 29th - House of origin deadline for policy committees to hear and report fiscal bills. 
 May 6th - House of origin deadline for policy committees to hear and report non-fiscal bills. 
 May 20th - House of origin deadline for fiscal committees to meet and report bills to the Floor. 
 May 27th - Deadline for bills to be passed out of the house of origin. 

 
 

2. Legislative Update: 
 2,021 new bills introduced in 2022 session. 
 Overview of bills of interest (Attachment A). 
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Mojave Water Agency - Priority Bills
Status Report as of 3/4/2022

 

  AB 1717 (Aguiar-Curry D)   Public works: definition.
  Current Text: Introduced: 1/27/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 1/27/2022
  Status: 2/3/2022-Referred to Com. on L. & E.
  Location: 2/3/2022-A. L. & E.
  Calendar:  3/16/2022  1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 447  ASSEMBLY LABOR AND

EMPLOYMENT, KALRA, Chair
  Summary: Current law requires that, except as specified, not less than the general prevailing rate of

per diem wages, determined by the Director of Industrial Relations, be paid to workers employed on
public works projects. Current law defines the term "public works" for purposes of requirements
regarding the payment of prevailing wages to include construction, alteration, demolition, installation,
or repair work done under contract and paid for using public funds, except as specified. Current law
makes a willful violation of laws relating to the payment of prevailing wages on public works a
misdemeanor. This bill would expand the definition of "public works" to include fuel reduction work paid
for in whole or in part out of public funds performed as part of a fire mitigation project, as specified.

 

  AB 1725 (Smith R)   Illegal cultivation of cannabis.
  Current Text: Introduced: 1/27/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 1/27/2022
  Status: 2/3/2022-Referred to Coms. on PUB. S. and B. & P.
  Location: 2/3/2022-A. PUB. S.
  Calendar:  3/15/2022  9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 126  ASSEMBLY PUBLIC SAFETY, JONES-SAWYER,

Chair
  Summary: The California Uniform Controlled Substances Act (the act), as amended by the Control,

Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act (AUMA), enacted by the voters at the November 8, 2016,
statewide general election, makes it a crime to plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process more than 6
living cannabis plants without a commercial cannabis license. The act makes those actions a
misdemeanor for a person over 18 years of age but less than 21 years of age and a misdemeanor for
a person over 18 years of age, unless specified conditions exist, including various prior offenses, in
which case the actions may be punished as a felony.This bill would amend AUMA to make it a felony,
punishable by 16 months or 2 or 3 years in county jail, for a person over 18 years of age to plant,
cultivate, harvest, dry, or process more than 6 living cannabis plants.

 

  AB 2142 (Gabriel D)   Income taxes: exclusion: turf replacement water conservation program.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/15/2022
  Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on REV. & TAX.
  Location: 2/24/2022-A. REV. & TAX
  Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law, in conformity with federal

income tax law, generally defines "gross income" as income from whatever source derived, except as
specifically excluded, and provides various exclusions from gross income. Current law provides an
exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate or voucher from a local water or
energy agency or supplier for the purchase or installation of a water conservation water closet, energy
efficient clothes washers, and plumbing devices, as specified. This bill would, for taxable years
beginning on or after January 1, 2022, and before January 1, 2027, under both of these laws, provide
an exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate, voucher, or other financial
incentive issued by a local water agency or supplier for participation in a turf replacement water
conservation program.

 

  AB 2157 (Rubio, Blanca D)   Urban water use objectives: indoor residential water use.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/15/2022
  Status: 2/15/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
  Location: 2/15/2022-A. PRINT
  Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources, in coordination with the State

Water Resources Control Board, and in collaboration with and input from stakeholders, to conduct
necessary studies and investigations and authorizes the department and the board to jointly
recommend to the Legislature a standard for indoor residential water use. Current law, until January 1,
2025, establishes 55 gallons per capita daily as the standard for indoor residential water use,
beginning January 1, 2025, establishes the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use, and
beginning January 1, 2030, establishes the greater of 50 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use. This
bill would make a nonsubstantive change to the provision requiring the department and the board to
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bill would make a nonsubstantive change to the provision requiring the department and the board to
collaborate with, and seek input from, stakeholders with regard to the studies, investigations, and
report.

 

  AB 2387 (Garcia, Eduardo D)   Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood
Protection, Extreme Heat Mitigation, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2022.

  Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/17/2022
  Status: 3/3/2022-Referred to Coms. on W.,P., & W. and NAT. RES.
  Location: 3/3/2022-A. W.,P. & W.
  Summary: Would enact the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood

Protection, Extreme Heat Mitigation, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2022, which, if approved
by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $7,430,000,000 pursuant to
the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for safe drinking water, wildfire prevention,
drought preparation, flood protection, extreme heat mitigation, and workforce development programs.
This bill contains other related provisions.

 

  AB 2421 (Rubio, Blanca D)   Water: unpermitted cannabis cultivation.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/17/2022
  Status: 3/3/2022-Referred to Coms. on W.,P., & W. and JUD.
  Location: 3/3/2022-A. W.,P. & W.
  Summary: Current law makes it unlawful to deposit, permit to pass, or place where it can pass,

specified pollutants into the waters of this state, including any substance or material deleterious to
fish, plant life, mammals, or bird life. A violation of this provision is a crime under the Fish and Game
Code. Current law also subjects a violation of that provision to a civil penalty of no more than $25,000
for each violation and an additional civil penalty of no more than $10 for each gallon or pound of
material discharged, and requires the civil action to be brought by the Attorney General upon complaint
by the Department of Fish and Wildlife or by the district attorney or city attorney in the name of the
people of the State of California. Current law provides that a specified affirmative defense to a
violation of the criminal provision does not apply to an action for civil penalties or injunctive relief
pursuant to that civil provision. This bill would provide that the specified affirmative defense to a
violation of the criminal provision also does not apply in any other civil action that alleges a violation
resulting from unpermitted cannabis cultivation.

 

  AB 2449 (Rubio, Blanca D)   Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/17/2022
  Status: 3/3/2022-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
  Location: 3/3/2022-A. L. GOV.
  Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes a local agency to use teleconferencing

without complying with specified teleconferencing requirements in specified circumstances when a
declared state of emergency is in effect, or in other situations related to public health. This bill would
authorize a local agency to use teleconferencing without complying with those specified
teleconferencing requirements if at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participates
in person from a singular location clearly identified on the agenda that is open to the public and
situated within the local agency’s jurisdiction. The bill would impose prescribed requirements for this
exception relating to notice, agendas, the means and manner of access, and procedures for
disruptions. The bill would require the legislative body to implement a procedure for receiving and
swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent
with federal law.

 

  AB 2728 (Smith R)   Unlawful cannabis activity: penalties.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/18/2022
  Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
  Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
  Summary: The Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act (AUMA), an initiative measure

approved as Proposition 64 at the November 8, 2016, statewide general election, authorizes a person
who obtains a state license under AUMA to engage in commercial adult-use cannabis activity pursuant
to that license and applicable local ordinances. The Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and
Safety Act (MAUCRSA), among other things, consolidates the licensure and regulation of commercial
medicinal and adult-use cannabis activities, including retail commercial cannabis activity. MAUCRSA
gives the Bureau of Cannabis Control in the Department of Consumer Affairs the power, duty, purpose,
responsibility, and jurisdiction to regulate commercial cannabis activity. This bill would impose an
additional civil penalty on an unlicensed person engaging in commercial activity involving various
cannabis products, including cannabis plants in excess of 6 plants, cannabis product, cannabis
concentrate, cannabis biomass, and cannabis flower, as specified. This bill contains other related
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provisions and other existing laws.
 

  SB 892 (Hurtado D)   Cybersecurity preparedness: food and agriculture sector and water and wastewater
systems sector.

  Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 1/31/2022
  Status: 2/17/2022-Set for hearing March 15.
  Location: 2/9/2022-S. G.O.
  Calendar:  3/15/2022  9 a.m. - Senate Chamber  SENATE GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION, DODD, Chair
  Summary: Would require the Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) to develop, propose, and adopt

reporting requirements applicable to companies and cooperatives in the food and agriculture industry if
they identify a significant and verified cyber threat or active cyberattack. The bill would require a water
and wastewater systems sector entity serving more than 3,300 people to report their risk
assessments and emergency response plan required by the America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018
to the California Cybersecurity Integration Center, the Department of Water Resources, and the State
Water Resources Control Board.

 

  SB 1157 (Hertzberg D)   Urban water use objectives: indoor residential water use.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/17/2022
  Status: 3/2/2022-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
  Location: 3/2/2022-S. N.R. & W.
  Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources, in coordination with the State

Water Resources Control Board, and including collaboration with and input from stakeholders, to
conduct necessary studies and investigations and authorizes the department and the board to jointly
recommend to the Legislature a standard for indoor residential water use. Current law, until January 1,
2025, establishes 55 gallons per capita daily as the standard for indoor residential water use. Existing
law establishes, beginning January 1, 2025, the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use, and
beginning January 1, 2030, establishes the greater of 50 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use. This
bill would eliminate the option of using the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily and the greater of
50 gallons per capita daily, as applicable, or a standard recommended by the department and the
board as the standard for indoor residential water use.

 

  SB 1426 (Caballero D)   Cannabis: water pollution crimes.
  Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022   html   pdf
  Introduced: 2/18/2022
  Status: 2/22/2022-From printer.
  Location: 2/18/2022-S. RLS.
  Summary: Would make it a felony to plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process more than 6 living

cannabis plants, or any part thereof, and where that activity involves theft of groundwater,
unauthorized tapping into a water conveyance or storage infrastructure, digging an unpermitted,
illegal well, or the pollution of groundwater, as specified. This bill would also clarify that causing
substantial environmental harm to public resources includes groundwater. By expanding the scope of a
crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

Total Measures: 11
Total Tracking Forms: 6
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INNOVATIVE FEDERAL STRATEGIES, LLC 
                            Comprehensive Government Relations 

 

Federal Update Newsletter 
for the week ending February 25, 2021  

 
Each week, your federal advocacy team at Innovative Federal Strategies will deliver to your inbox the 
latest information on key events in Washington. If you have questions or would like details on a 
specific topic, you may contact us at (202) 347-5990 or email us at lwhite@innofed.com.  
 

Table of Contents 
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o Congress Will Receive Classified Ukraine Briefing After Recess 
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o Feds Seeking to Aid Species, Climate on California Water Project 
o President Biden Considering SPR Release During Ukraine Invasion 

• Grants 

• Outlook for the Coming Week 

On Capitol Hill 
 

The House and Senate held district / state work periods during the week of February 21 in 
conjunction with the federal holiday. Except for pro forma sessions, neither chamber was in session.  
 
 

Progress Made Behind the Scenes on FY22 Appropriations 
Even as the majority of lawmakers were not in Washington due to the recess, the professional staff of 
the House and Senate Appropriations Committees continued to make progress on an FY22 omnibus 
appropriations package. Lawmakers hope to have a package finalized and enacted prior to March 11 
when the current continuing resolution expires.  
 
During the week of February 21, the professional staff elevated all “open items” that could not be 
resolved at a subcommittee level to the Chairs and Ranking Members of the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committee. Items that have not been resolved by the leadership of the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees were elevated to the Democratic and Republican leaders in the 
House and Senate.  
 
While there is optimism that an agreement will be reached in the coming days, the process of 
finalizing the bill may necessitate the passage of a short-term (i.e., a few days) continuing resolution 
to give both chambers time to complete the legislation. While the House can move quickly and pass 
legislation once finalized, the Senate has procedures and rules that can delay consideration absent 
cooperation from all 100 Senators.  
 
 
Congress Will Receive Classified Ukraine Briefing After Recess   
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) said that Members of Congress will be receiving a classified 
briefing concerning Ukraine from the administration during the week of February 28 as they return 
from recess. Members received an unclassified update during the district work period, but the briefing 
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did not include classified information since Members do not have the necessary equipment to support 
such briefings in their district offices.  
 
The announcement comes after early Thursday morning Moscow time, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin ordered a military operation into Ukraine following months of tension between Moscow and 
Kyiv. Russia had amassed 190,000 troops near the Ukrainian border. The build up caused increased 
anxiety in the United States and allied nations about a pending invasion. 
 
After calls for sanctions from both chambers, President Biden announced additional sanctions against 
major Russian banks and that the U.S. plans to impose export controls on Russia to restrict high-tech 
imports.  
 
Pelosi said on Thursday the response from the U.S. “will be severe, ongoing and devastating for 
Russia, economically, diplomatically, and strategically.”  
 
She continued, “President Biden has made clear throughout Russia’s escalation that we will continue 
to impose costs on Russia that will leave it weakened in every way. These include the further steps 
announced today of sweeping and catastrophic sanctions on financial institutions, companies and 
individuals critical to the Russian economy and of further military support to bolster NATO.” 
 
The Speaker concluded saying, “Putin’s unprovoked actions will cause devastating loss of life and a 
diminishing of Russia in the world order.” 
 
Congress may take action in the coming weeks on a supplemental appropriations package to deal with 
the Russian invasion, which lawmakers may seek to attach the funding to the omnibus appropriations 
package.  
 
The White House on Friday told Congress that it will need an estimated $6.4 billion in new funding to 
assist Ukraine as it resists a Russian invasion, to support other eastern European nations dealing with 
the impact and to bolster the Pentagon.  
 
Of the new money, $2.9 billion would be for humanitarian and security needs for Ukraine, the Baltic 
countries, Poland and other neighbors of Ukraine under the plan. That would be used for 
humanitarian assistance, food aid, refugee assistance, as well as energy and economic stabilization, 
according to an administration official. 
 
The Biden administration also is seeking $3.5 billion for the U.S. Defense Department to respond to 
the crisis. 
 
The funds are in addition to the $650 million in security aid and $52 million in humanitarian aid the 
U.S. already committed to Ukraine over the last year as well as a previous $1 billion sovereign loan 
guarantee. 
 

The Administration 
 
Feds Seeking to Aid Species, Climate on California Water Project 
The Biden administration is seeking to revise one of the world’s biggest water supply projects to 
account for climate change and endangered species. 
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Operations at California’s Central Valley Project may be modified to reflect those goals, according to a 
Federal Register public inspection notice published Friday. 
 
The move is a step toward reversing a Trump administration decision to increase project water 
deliveries and alter the project’s operations that were made in 2020 under the Endangered Species 
Act, sparking lawsuits from the state and environmental groups claiming the changes would harm 
Chinook salmon and other imperiled species. 
 
The Bureau of Reclamation will analyze the environmental impacts of potential new changes to long-
term river regulation, flood control, irrigation, domestic water uses, electricity generation, and 
wildlife protection as part of CVP and California State Water Project operations, the notice said. 
 
The Central Valley Project is considered highly vulnerable to climate change because of rising seas, 
extreme drought and warming temperatures. The bureau says changes are necessary the project’s 
operation to account for these changes. 
 
The bureau will host virtual public meetings in six Central Valley cities from March 8 to 17 to discuss 
the plans, according to the notice. A draft of the environmental impact statement will be published in 
2023 before being finalized in 2024, the notice says. 
 
The operations of the project and related Endangered Species Act biological opinions were among the 
Trump administration actions that President Joe Biden said he’d review when he took office last year 
to account for the best available science. 
 
The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation did not allocate any water to farmers and irrigation contractors in 
California for 2022 through the CVP. This happens as the state enters the third year of severe 
drought.  
 
The Bureau explained in a news release that water levels in the CVP’s reservoir are below a historic 
average for this time of year. This leaves contractors to the north and south of the river delta with no 
water allocation this year.  
 
The regional director at the Bureau of Reclamation said, “Losing over a million acre-feet of projected 
inflow in two weeks’ time is concerning. We’ve got our work cut out for us this year.”  
 
According to the Westlands Water District, this is the fourth time in the last decade that Delta 
irrigation contractors to the south received no allocation.  
 
The district said, “Within Westlands, the continued drought conditions in 2021 resulted in over 
200,000 acres fallowed, countless lost jobs, and thousands of acres of food unharvested. The 
circumstances in 2021 and those facing us in 2022 demonstrate the need invest in infrastructure to 
better manage the State’s water resources." 
 
 
President Biden Considering SPR Release During Ukraine Invasion 
As President Biden toughens restrictions on Russia, he has not yet sanctioned their energy exports out 
of concern that the move would send oil prices skyrocketing even further, worsen Europe’s gas 
shortage, and make gas much more expensive. 
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The President explained the move by saying, “In our sanctions package, we specifically designed 
energy payments to continue. We are closely monitoring energy supplies for any disruption. We have 
been coordinating with major oil-producing and consuming countries toward our common interest to 
secure global energy supplies.” 
 
Russia’s major exports include energy and raw materials and much of the world depends on them for 
these exports. In order to address this potential problem, the Administration has suggested releasing 
more oil from its strategic reserves in coordination with other nations. The move would build upon 
the 50 million barrels the U.S. authorized for release last year.  
 
The proposals have been met with support from legislators. In a letter to the White House, 
Representative Ro Khanna (D-CA) and Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) wrote that drawing from the 
government stockpile, “and then replacing it later with less expensive crude could help temporarily 
keep gas prices down for Americans, strengthen U.S. national security, and be a good deal for 
taxpayers. As Russia’s invasion of Ukraine continues to cause volatility in the global oil market, we are 
writing to urge you to consider using all of the tools at your disposal to insulate Americans from rising 
gasoline prices.” 
 

Grants 
 
USDA-NIFA-ICGP-008621 
Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative 
Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=338251  
  
 
L22AS00240 
Bureau of Land Management National Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Management 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=338281  
 
R22AS00195 
WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=338320  
 

Outlook for the Coming Week 
  
President Joe Biden will deliver his State of the Union address to a Joint Session of the House and 
Senate on Tuesday, March 1. Unlike last year’s address to the House and Senate, participation will be 
open to all Members and Senators. Additionally, the attending physician of the Congress has 
announced that the Capitol Complex will be easing masking restrictions in time for the address, 
meaning mask wearing will be optional in the Hall of the House for the address.  
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The Senate returns at 3 pm on Monday February 28th. The Senate will proceed to a cloture vote on the 
motion to proceed to the Women’s Health Protection Act of 2021, which would require 60 votes. 
However, 60 votes are not expected due to the lack of Republican support. The Senate is then 
expected to turn to the Postal Service Reform Act, which passed the House earlier in February. While 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) has set up consideration of the legislation before the 
Senate’s recess, a procedural issue with the House’s enrolling of the legislation required the Senate to 
return the legislation to the House for correction.  
 
The House is scheduled to consider 8 bills on the suspension calendar this week. The only bill 
currently scheduled to go through the Rules Committee to set up floor consideration is H.R.3967, the 
Honoring our PACT Act of 2021 related to Veterans’ benefits. The House typically has a light 
legislative week when the President delivers a State of the Union address due to the heightened 
security on Capitol Hill in preparation for the address.  
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QUARTERLY STATUS REPORT 

To: SWRCB/Division of Financial Assistance 
Lawrence Sanchez 

Date:   April 9, 2022 

From: Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 
Marina West, General Manager 

FA No.: D17-02022  

CC: NV5 / James F. Owens   

Subject: Quarterly Reporting Project Status as of 31 March 2022 

 
Summary of Progress to Date 
Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency (BDVWA) resubmitted a draft preliminary engineering report (PER) to 
DFA for review in early January 2019, following receipt of review comments on a previous version of the 
PER from the SWRCB and BDVWA.   The revised PER grouped proposed projects into construction 
phases.  Some projects were noted to be completed near term directly by BDVWA (without DFA financing).  
Some proposed projects that are a lower priority and require extensive environmental documentation and 
permitting efforts were deferred indefinitely.  The draft PER proposed that all other project alternatives be 
advanced through the environmental documentation phase (CEQA and NEPA compliance) and through 
various levels of design completion utilizing planning phase funding assistance from DFA (the funding 
agreement noted above).  The environmental documentation efforts’ expenditures to date, including 
associated biological, cultural resources, and paleontological studies, exceeded the budget line item in the 
executed funding agreement.  As the planning phase of the project is nearing completion, BDVWA will not 
request a budget rebalance.   
 
BDVWA finalized the PER in late 2021.  Following a review by DFA, BDVWA made minor revisions and 
signed the final PER in early April 2022.  The draft PER was submitted to USDA Rural Development 
(USDA) for review.  USDA is a potential funding agency for improvements to BDVWA’s water system.  See 
additional information below on potential USDA funding.  No comments on the draft PER were received 
from USDA.   
 
BDVWA identified a property in a tax sale that could be used as part of interconnection and system reliability 
improvements.  BDVWA purchased that property (APN 0631-041-25), and anticipates utilizing the property 
for the B Booster Station and second interconnection with Hi-Desert Water District.  BDVWA will not seek 
reimbursement for the purchase of that property under the planning funding agreement.   
 
BDVWA signed Amendment No. 1 to the Funding Agreement in August 2019.   
 
Environmental Documentation 
As noted in the draft and final PER, BDVWA has selected projects to advance with DFA planning phase 
funding.  BDVWA has prepared separate CEQA and NEPA submissions for the proposed improvements.  
NEPA compliance is required due to some work (portion of transmission pipeline) taking place on federal 
properties (Bureau of Land Management, BLM).  Completing NEPA documentation may also enable 
BDVWA to solicit funds from federal agencies to assist with construction of the improvements, e.g. U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Rural Development, Bureau of Reclamation.   
 
BDVWA completed the AB52 consultation process in late 2020.  BLM approved BDVWA’s request to 
submit AB52 consultation letters to tribes.  On May 29, 2020, BDVWA sent letters offering consultation to 
the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, San Manuel Band of Mission Indians (San Manuel), and the Twenty-
nine Palms Band of Mission Indians.  Only San Manuel requested consultation with BDVWA.  On July 1, 
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2020, BDVWA sent a second letter offering consultation to the Morongo Band of Mission Indians and to the 
Twenty-nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, extending the consultation offer to August 3, 2020.  Neither the 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians nor the Twenty-nine Palms Band of Mission Indians responded to 
BDVWA’s follow-up correspondence to offer consultation on the project.  
 
BDVWA, San Manuel, and BDVWA’s consultants (PaleoWest and NV5) had several discussions related to 
the proposed project.  BDVWA provided design documents, cultural resources report, and geotechnical 
investigation’s report to San Manuel.  San Manuel’s principal area of concern was near BDVWA’s office/B 
Reservoir Zone/A Booster Station site.  Due to San Manuel’s concerns in the area, BDVWA’s archeologist 
(PaleoWest) prepared an archeological testing plan that included proposed shovel test pit excavations (STP) 
in this area to further detail the presence or absence of cultural resources in this area.  San Manuel agreed to 
the archeological testing plan.  PaleoWest completed the STPs in November 2020.  No resources were 
encountered.  BDVWA and San Manuel reviewed the results of the STPs.  BDVWA presented a proposed 
mitigation measure (CR-01) in the event of unexpected cultural resource discovery during construction of the 
project.  San Manuel provided a modified mitigation measure, to which BDVWA agreed.  San Manuel 
emailed BDVWA on December 2, 2020 to close the consultation process.   
 
The CEQA documentation efforts are complete (SCH No. 2021020354).  BDVWA was the lead agency for 
CEQA. BDVWA provided DFA an internal/non-publicly circulated draft CEQA document (IS/MND) in 
early January 2021 for review.  DFA did not request changes to the draft/uncirculated CEQA document.  
BDVWA circulated the IS/MND on February 11, 2021, including filing a Notice of Intent to Adopt the 
IS/MND with the County and State OPR.  BDVWA conducted two workshops on the CEQA document 
during its regular board meetings (March 9, 2021 and April 13, 2021).  The deadline for public comments was 
April 20, 2021; no comments were received.  BDVWA had a public hearing and approved filing a Notice of 
Determination at its May 11, 2021 Board of Directors meeting.  The Notice of Determination and final 
IS/MND document were filed with the County of San Bernardino and State OPR.   

BLM and USDA are anticipated to take separate actions for NEPA compliance, both resulting in findings 
that the project is categorically excluded from NEPA (CatEx).  BDVWA submitted Form 299 to BLM in 
October 2019 to formally initiate environmental process with BLM. BLM gave approval to BDVWA’s 
environmental consultant, PaleoWest, to conduct the cultural, paleontological, and biological resources 
studies on the public lands.  PaleoWest submitted the cultural resources study to BLM in April 2020.  Since 
no resources were found, BLM released the draft cultural resources study for distribution to BDVWA, 
USDA, Native American tribes, and other parties.  BLM has indicated that the proposed action on federal 
lands (construction of transmission pipeline across Pipes Wash) meets the Department of Interior criteria for 
actions that are categorically excluded from NEPA (CatEx).  This is because the proposed transmission 
pipeline would be within a disturbed right of way previously issued by BLM to Frontier Communications.  
BDVWA and NV5 participated in discussions with Frontier Communications to allow BDVWA to construct 
facilities within this right of way. Frontier has indicated that they would approve the joint use of the right-of-
way, under certain restrictions acceptable to BDVWA. 
 
In January 2020, BDVWA, NV5, and USDA discussed potential participation by USDA in funding 
construction of some improvements.  USDA advised BDVWA to prepare an Environmental Report (ER) 
following completion of the biological, cultural, and paleontological resources studies.  BDVWA has prepared 
the ER for USDA’s review.  The ER evaluates whether the project meets the USDA criteria for projects 
categorically exempt from NEPA.  The ER will help determine which improvements may be funded by 
USDA and which by DFA.  BDVWA welcomes DFA’s participation in the development and review of the 
construction phase financing plan and ER.  Following review of the ER, BDVWA/NV5 anticipate that 
USDA will find the project categorically excluded (CatEx) from NEPA.   
 
In early April 2020, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) notified BDVWA that it had 
included $500,000 in award to BDVWA for the replacement of GM Well No. 2 in its Round I Recommended 
Funding list for the Mojave Region of the Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.  In anticipation of 
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this award, BDVWA filed a CEQA Notice of Exemption with the County of San Bernardino and the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research on April 28, 2020 for the destruction of GM Well No. 2 and 
construction of a replacement well (SCH No. 2020050052).  The GM Well No. 2 replacement and 
destruction efforts were included in the priority projects noted in the draft and final PER, and are currently 
under design using DFA planning funds.  BDVWA anticipates advertising the project for bidding in summer 
2022.   
 
BDVWA submitted a Jurisdictional Request to the Army Corps of Engineers for streambed crossing (Pipes 
Wash).  The USACE determined this portion of Pipes Wash is not a Waters of the United States (File No. 
SPL-2010-00824-VN).   
 
BDVWA completed DFA’s Environmental Application Package and submitted it to FAAST in late 2021.  
BDVWA and NV5 are working to respond to clarification requests from DFA and CRWA.   
 
Design Efforts 
BDVWA completed a blending and facility sizing technical memorandum that outlined sizes of 
transmission/blending pipeline, well pumps/motors, and booster station improvements.  BDVWA 
completed an alignment analysis for the Zone B Blending Pipeline and Transmission Pipeline.  The proposed 
alignment traverses Pipes Wash along Winters Road/Tracy Boulevard. 
 
50% design drawings have been prepared for the consolidation pipelines.  75% design drawings have been 
prepared for the GM Well No. 2 destruction and replacement well.  The design drawings for the 
consolidation pipelines, and well replacement are at approximately 90%.  The transmission/blending pipeline 
design drawings are currently at approximately 50%. 
 
The Zone D Booster Station improvements were reduced in scope from what is presented in the draft PER.  
BDVWA proposes to utilize an existing, empty vertical turbine pump can within the existing booster station, 
with a separate discharge pipeline.  BDVWA merged the Zone B Booster Station and Zone D Booster 
Station improvements into a single drawing set.  60% design drawings have been prepared for the Zones B 
and D Pump Station Improvements.  DWR selected BDVWA GM Well No. 2 replacement for funding 
through the IRWM program (Recommended Funding List for Round I funding).  That project is anticipated 
to be advertised for public bidding in summer 2022. 
 
BDVWA has reduced its design efforts in recent months to ensure that sufficient funds in the planning phase 
funding agreement to complete the environmental documentation.  BDVWA may increase design efforts as 
the environmental documents are completed and adopted.  For most improvements, significant advancement 
of the design efforts is generally limited to electrical design and to the GM well improvements. 
 
Geotechnical Investigation 
BDVWA completed field investigation and laboratory testing for the project.  The geotechnical report was 
completed in November 2019.  Additional investigations and testing may be warranted under a construction 
funding agreement prior to the start of construction. 
 
Land Surveying Efforts 
BDVWA has completed site surveys for the project’s booster stations, storage tank, and well site 
improvement areas.  BDVWA has mapped section lines, rights of way, easements, and other items for 
pipeline corridors, focusing on areas west of SR247 and areas near the Zone B Pump Station. 
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Schedule and Costs 
A summary of BDVWA’s overall schedule, costs, and progress is shown in the table below. 
 

Date of FA Execution October 2017 

Date of FA Comp  March 31, 2023 

  

Amount of FA Funds $500,000 

Funds Claimed Through Claim 18                   $496,276 

% of Funds Claimed  98% 

   
Additional costs have been incurred since the submittal of Claim 19 (January 2022).  These costs will be 
included in an upcoming claim and/or included in a claim following execution of a construction phase 
funding agreement with DFA.  Forthcoming Claim 20 will likely be the last reimbursement request submitted 
for this planning phase funding agreement.   
 
Upcoming Project Activities 
Through June 30, 2022, project activities are anticipated to focus on right of way acquisition, design 
development, and construction application assistance.  Design efforts for all improvements are in a sufficient 
stage for planning purposes.  For most improvements, significant advancement of the design efforts is 
generally limited to electrical design and to the GM well improvements.  The overall project activities through 
June 30, 2022 are anticipated to include: 
 

 BDVWA’s archeologist submits the cultural report’s confidential appendix to DFA’s archeologist. 

 Complete the final cultural resources report following trinomial assignments (SCCIC); the 
Information Center has not provided trinomial assignments due to Covid-19 induced backlog. 

 Submit budget information to BLM for work within BLM right of way 

 Receive a Categorical Exclusion from the BLM on the NEPA documentation 

 Pursue easement acquisitions 

 Advance electrical engineering for well and booster station improvement sites 

 Prepare for bidding and construction of GM replacement well 
 
Problems Encountered 
Problems noted in previous quarterly reports appear to have been addressed: DFA’s pauses in reimbursement 
processing and need for funding agreement extension. 
 

 
* * * * * 
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Goat Mountain Well Drilling and Consolidation Projects 
Status Report 

To: Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 
Marina West, General Manager 

Date:   April 13, 2022 

From: NV5 / James F. Owens State FA No.: D17-02022  

For: PLEGS Committee Meeting (4/19/22)  

 
Project Summary 
Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency (BDVWA) entered into Funding Agreement No. D17-02022 with the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s Division of Financial Assistance in 2018 to prepare technical and 
environmental documents to advance the consolidation of the Goat Mountain and BDVWA water systems, 
and to improve water supply reliability and sustainability, and water quality exceedances with regard to 
Uranium.  Annexation of the Goat Mountain service area was completed previous to the issuance of the 
funding agreement.  This funding agreement is being used to advance the following principal improvements 
toward construction: 
 

• Distribution system pipeline interconnections between existing GM and BDVWA pipeline networks 
• Expansion of GM booster pump station to convey water from GM wells to BDVWA D Zone 
• Replace GM Well No. 2 and destroy Well No. 2 
• Pipeline across Pipes Wash (Winters Road) from Landers Lane to Zone B storage tanks  

o New booster station at Landers Lane/Winters Road 
o Convey water from GM wells and BDVWA D Zone to Zone B storage tanks 
o New pipeline blends these sources to address Uranium and to utilize recharge water: 

 GM/D Zone wells  
 Existing HDWD interconnection at Old Woman Springs Road 
 BDVWA’s Well Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 8  
 New HDWD interconnection at Winters Road 

• Remove dead-ends in D Zone distribution network near Winters Road 
 
Funding Sources 
BDVWA has entered into two agreements with funding agencies.  The agreement with the State Water 
Resources Control Board’s Division of Financial Assistance (DFA) has the environmental documentation, 
designs, and other technical documents for the consolidation, GM well replacement, and other 
improvements.  The agreement with Mojave Water Agency and the California Department of Water 
Resources includes funding for the finalization of the design and construction of the Goat Mountain well 
replacement. 
 
Up to two additional agreements are anticipated to be executed for construction of facilities other than the 
new GM well.  BDVWA has submitted an application for funding from DFA.  BDVWA may also submit an 
application to the United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development (USDA).  USDA funding 
may be sought if DFA funding is not sufficient for all proposed components, or if DFA does not desire to 
fund some components on the project.  To date, DFA has indicated that it is willing to fund nearly all project 
components.  The exception may be the second interconnection with HDWD near Winters Road/Landers 
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Lane.  Funding from these agencies would be used for design finalization and/or construction of 
improvements noted above.   
 

Funding Source Amount Purpose Status 

State Water 
Resources 

Control Board 
(DFA) 

$500,000 
Grant 

Technical and environmental 
documents for BDVWA/GM 
consolidation and other 
improvements. 

Executed. 
 
$471,000 of $500,000 expended. 

Mojave Water 
Agency/ CA 

Department of 
Water Resources 

$500,000 
Grant 

Goat Mountain Well No. 2 
destruction and replacement.  
Design finalization and 
construction of 
improvements. 

Executed.   
 
$6,834.21 expended   

State Water 
Resources 

Control Board 
(DFA) 

~$2M to $4M 
Grant 

Construction of 
improvements.  Scope TBD.   

Application submitted 2021. 
 
Award anticipated late 2022 or 2023.   

United States 
Department of 

Agriculture, Rural 
Development 

(USDA) 

~$2M to $4M 
Grant/Loan 

Construction of 
improvements.  Scope TBD.   

May apply 2022 or 2023. 
 
Award anticipated 2023 or 2024.   

 
 
BDVWA is currently weighing the advantages and disadvantages of both funding programs, including the 
following criteria: 

Criteria SWRCB/DFA Funding USDA Funding 

Ability to Fund All 
Improvements 

Likely, but not confirmed  Very Likely 

Grant Funding Percentage 100% TBD, likely 25% to 50% 

Reimbursement Timing Within ~90 days Within ~5 days 
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Environmental Documentation Status 
BDVWA prepared separate CEQA and NEPA documents for the proposed improvements.  NEPA 
compliance is required due to some work (portion of transmission pipeline) taking place on federal properties 
(Bureau of Land Management, BLM).  NEPA documentation is also required for funding from USDA.  BLM 
and USDA are anticipated to take separate actions for NEPA compliance.  BLM indicated in early 2022 that 
it will issue its environmental determination (CatEx) shortly.  USDA would issue its environmental findings 
following formal submittal of a funding application.   
 
BDVWA is the lead agency for CEQA. BDVWA circulated the IS/MND on February 11, 2021, including 
filing a Notice of Intent to Adopt the IS/MND with the County and State’s Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR).  The deadline for public comments was April 20, 2021.  BDVWA conducted two CEQA workshops 
during its regular board meetings on March 9, 2021 and April 13, 2021.  BDVWA conducted a public hearing 
and approved filing a Notice of Determination on May 11, 2021.  The NOD, along with payment to the 
CDFW, were submitted to San Bernardino County and to the OPR.  The CEQA process is complete.   
 
BDVWA filed a CEQA Notice of Exemption with the County of San Bernardino and the Governor’s Office 
of Planning and Research on April 28, 2020 for the destruction of GM Well No. 2 and construction of a 
replacement well (SCH No. 2020050052).   
 
BDVWA intends to file additional CEQA Notices of Exemption with the County of San Bernardino and the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research for deep exploratory borings at three parcels (Johnson Valley, 
Winters Road, and Linn Road) to identify geologic conditions for future production.  BDVWA has the 
NOEs and will file them for the deep exploratory borings which will be pursued.   
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Design Efforts 
NV5 has completed designs of the various project components to various levels.  The status of the design of 
the project components are summarized below.   
 

 
 
NV5 completed a geotechnical field investigation and laboratory testing for the project.  The geotechnical 
report was completed in November 2019.  Additional investigations and testing may be warranted under a 
construction funding agreement prior to the start of construction. 
 
NV5 completed land surveying for the project’s booster stations, storage tank, and well site improvement 
areas.  NV5 has mapped section lines, rights of way, existing easements, and other items for pipeline 
corridors, focusing on areas west of SR247 and areas near the Zone B Pump Station. 
 
  

Component Status Forecast 

GM & BDVWA 
Consolidation Pipelines 90% Design finalization awaiting execution of construction 

phase agreement with SWRCB and/or USDA. 

Goat Mountain 
Replacement Well 90% 

Electrical design is being advanced under current 
funding agreement with SWRCB.   
 
Design finalization under funding agreement with 
MWA/DWR. 

Transmission/ Blending 
Pipeline 50% Advance toward 90% following completion of CEQA 

process, as budget in current funding agreement allows.   

D Zone Booster Station  
and  

B Zone Booster Station 
50% Advance toward 90% following completion of CEQA 

process, as budget in current funding agreement allows. 
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Right of Way Acquisition Requirements 
Easements on three parcels are required near Landers Lane/Winters Road for the transmission pipeline and 
for the distribution system dead-end pipeline removals.  BDVWA has contacted the property owners to 
initiate easement acquisition efforts.   
  

Easement 
Numbers Street APN Owner (2020) 

1 Lanes End 
0631-051-11  

or 
0631-051-12 

Gunkel, Marilyn B 
or 
Carroll, Dyan Joi TR 11/15/12 

2, 3 Rainbow Drive  
0631-051-14 

and 
0631-051-34 

Luyben, John G JR TR 
and 
Luyben, John G JR TR 

2, 3 Rainbow Drive  
0631-051-33  

or 
0631-051-34 

Luyben, John G JR TR 
and 
Luyben, John G JR TR 

 
 
Upcoming Project Activities – Goat Mountain Well Replacement 
Through June 30, 2022, project activities are anticipated to focus on environmental documentation 
development and right of way acquisition.  Design efforts for all improvements are in a sufficient stage for 
planning purposes.  For most improvements, significant advancement of the design efforts is generally limited 
to electrical design and to the GM well improvements.  The overall project activities through June 30, 2022 
are anticipated to include: 

• Submit GM Well No. 2 replacement and destruction drilling application (San Bernardino County 
DEH) and DWSAP document (DDW District 13). 

• Submit BM Well No. 2 DWSAP document to DDW District 13 
• File Notice(s) of Exemption for Deep Exploratory Boring(s) 
• Finalize technical specifications, contract specifications, and electrical design for well improvements 
• Advertise for construction bids 

 
Upcoming Project Activities – Goat Mountain & BDVWA System Consolidation 
Through June 30, 2022, project activities are anticipated to focus on right of way acquisition, with some 
electrical design for well and booster station improvements.  Design efforts for all improvements are in a 
sufficient stage for planning purposes.  The overall project activities through June 30, 2022 are anticipated to 
include: 

• Receive a CatEx from the BLM on the NEPA documents. 
• Purchase title reports for parcels for which easements will be pursued 
• Prepare plats and legal descriptions for the easements 
• Execute and record easements  
• Advance electrical engineering for well and booster station improvement sites. 
• Complete the final cultural resources report following trinomial assignments (SCCIC); Information 

Center has not provided trinomial assignments.   
 

 
* * * * * 
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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all 

customers at a fair and reasonable rate.” 
Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing 

Committee Meeting Minutes 
Committee Members: President Burkhart & Director Close-Dees 

 
BOARD MEETING OFFICE           February 15, 2022                        
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.                                                                                                  Time – 9:15 A.M.  
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 
 

PUBLIC AND BOARD WISHING TO PARTICIPATE REMOTELY 
**TELECONFERENCE LINE THRU ZOOM 669-900-6833** 

OR 
Join Zoom Meeting 

 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84007306241?pwd=aVJIbUszb09sZ3dsOENmdHpWaHBXQT09 
  

Passcode: 504678 
Or Dial: 

1-669-900-6833 
Webinar ID: 840 0730 6241 

Passcode: 504678 
 

----- NOTE ---- 
Director Close-Dees will attend via teleconference 

from the location identified as  
4621 N. Valley Vista Avenue, Douglas, Arizona 85607 

    
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Burkhart called the meeting to order at 9:15 am 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
1 Board member attending in person. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Close-Dees and Chairman Burkhart approved the agenda without changes. 
 
Discussion and Action Items  

 
1. Review Mojave Water Agency’s Legal, Legislative and Community Partners Committee 

Meeting Held February 9, 2022 
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GM West introduced the new meeting schedule for MWA Committees which have been 
reorganized noting that MWA has moved the regular date for its legislative updates to the 
second Tuesday of the month.  Since this is the date of BDVWA regular Board of Directors 
meetings the Committee agreed to just maintain the current schedule for PLEGS and to 
“listen” to the recorded updates rather than actively attending the meeting which was the 
past practice. 
  
Committee was unable to listen to the February 8, 2022 audio recording as it was “too faint”.  
GM West reviewed the written reports from the Mojave Water Agency agenda packet 
providing the update from the State Advocate of Issues at the State Level, as well as updates 
by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level. 

 
2. Community Water Systems Alliance Update 

GM West provided a verbal update to supplement the materials in the agenda packet.  She 
reviewed the status on new membership noting that CWSA is investigating synergies that 
could be developed through partnerships with Native American Tribes.  Many of these Tribes 
have their own water systems and are SDAC.  They do not want forced consolidation and they 
do need assistance with drinking water issues. 
 
GM West reviewed the status of a new bill on “planned compliance” by E. Garcia and an 
update on HR2647 stemming from PFOS/PFAS issues at both state and federal level.  She 
noted the concern that HR2647 does not grant liability protection for water systems affected 
by PFOS/PFAS contamination.   
 
GM West discussed the status of legislation aimed at illegal cannabis cultivation and 
explained that she had participated in a discussion with County of Los Angeles legislative staff 
but wasn’t sure which direction they aimed to go.  She was aware that Assy. Smith had at 
least one bill in print which aims to revert back to felony charges for illegal grows above a 
certain quantity.  However, she recognizes the state legislature doesn’t want to take this path.  
She concluded her report by stating that the deadline for new legislation is February 18, 2022. 
 

3. Status Update Proposition 1 Planning Grant 
GM West gave the update reviewing the memo from NV5 provided in the Agenda Packet.  
She recognized that work is behind schedule due to difficulty in getting engineering 
resources focused on the project, especially electrical engineers.   

 
4. Status Update Goat Mountain Replacement Well, Destruction of GM Well 2 and Up to Three 

Additional Borings/Monitoring Wells  
GM West gave a summary report on the status of the project.  Most concerning is that the 
price for the project is escalating due to inflation and supply chain pressures and since this 
project is mostly for future planning these monitoring wells might have to be delayed to 
another time.  She explained that the contract bid documents will have this work as an 
option and once bids are secured then the Agency Board can make the final decision on 
how to proceed. 
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5. Update:  C-Booster Replacement Project 
GM West gave a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the C-Booster upgrade project. 

 
6. Consent Items  

a. PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, October 21, 2021 
 
Recommended Action:   
The Committee approved the October 21, 2022 meeting minutes as presented. 
 
7. Public Comment Period 

None. 
 

8. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings 
1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports – None. 
2. General Manager’s Report – None. 

   
9. Adjournment 

Chairman Burkhart adjourned the meeting at 10:25 am. 
 

 
 

Approved by: 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
President John Burkhart, Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official Seal 
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