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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all 

customers at a fair and reasonable rate.” 
Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing 

Committee Special Meeting Agenda 
Committee Members: Vice President Corl-Lorono & Secretary Burkhart 

 
BOARD MEETING OFFICE                                                                                        August 28, 2019                        
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.                                                                                                   Time – 9:15 A.M.  
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Discussion and Action Items - The Committee will discuss the following items, and the 
Committee will consider taking action, if so inclined. The Public is invited to comment on any 
item on the agenda during discussion of that item. When giving your public comment, please 
have your information prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state 
your name.  Due to time constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes 
to provide their public comment. 
 
5. Review Audio Recording of Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative 

and Public Information Committee held on August 20th, 2019.  
Committee to review audio recording of teleconference held on August 20th, 2019 for an 
update by the State Advocate of Issues at the State Level, as well as an update by the 
Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level.  

 
6. Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Application Update 
 
7. CA Water Systems Alliance Update 
 
8. Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial and 

will be acted on by the Board at one time without discussion, unless a member of the Public 
or member of the Board requests that the item be held for discussion or further action. 

 
a. Regular PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, July 16, 2019  
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Recommended Action: 
Approve as presented (Item a):  
 
9. Public Comment Period 
Any person may address the Committee on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on items 
not appearing on this agenda. When giving your public comment, please have your information 
prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state your name.  Due to time 
constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to provide their public 
comment.  State Law prohibits the Board of Directors from discussing or taking action on items 
not included on the agenda. 
 
10. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings 

1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports  
2. General Manager’s Report  

 
11. Adjournment 
In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this 
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S. 
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and time 
above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has been 
posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above.  
 
As a general rule, agenda reports or other written documentation have been prepared or 
organized with respect to each item of business listed on the agenda. 
 
Copies of these materials and other disclosable public records in connection with an open 
session agenda item, are also on file with and available for inspection at the Office of the 
Agency Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, California, during regular business hours, 
8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.  If such writings are distributed to members of 
the Board of Directors on the day of a Board meeting, the writings will be available at the 
entrance to the Board of Directors meeting room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.  
 
Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org 
 
Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are 
able to express yourself adequately. Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to participate in the meeting, should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315 
during Agency business hours. 

http://www.bdvwa.org/


Item # 5 





Posted: August 16, 2019 
 
 

LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE, AND 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

 
Mojave Water Agency              Teleconference Line 760-946-7044 
Board Room 
13846 Conference Center Drive     August 20, 2019 
Apple Valley CA  92307 9:30 a.m. 
 

NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN – STUDY SESSION ONLY 
 

1. Approve Agenda 
 
2. Approve Meeting Summary from the Legal, Legislative, and Public Information 

Committee Meeting of July 16, 2019 
 
3. Update by State Advocate of Issues at the State Level (teleconference) 

 
4. Update by Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level (teleconference) 

 
5. Public Information Update  

 
6. General Manager’s Report 
 
7. Public Participation 
 

     8. Comments/Discussion Items for Next or Future Agendas 
 

    9. Adjournment 
 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a), any request for a disability-related 
modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, that is sought in order to 

participate in the above-agendized public meeting, should be directed to the Agency’s General 
Manager’s office at (760) 946-7002 at least 24 hours prior to said meeting. 

 
Committee meetings are now available on conference line 760-946-7044. 

 
 

NOTE: Be sure to visit our Facebook page at:                                         
http://www.facebook.com/mojavewater 

 

   

  

 



 

 

LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE, AND 
                                    PUBLIC INFORMATION 

      COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APPROVED MEETING SUMMARY 
July 16, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  

 Chairperson Richard Hall called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  

 ATTENDANCE: 

 Committee – Chairperson Richard Hall, Director Thurston “Smitty” Smith and Director 
Jeanette Hayhurst 

 Staff – Director of Community Outreach and Cultural Relations Yvonne Hester and 
Executive Assistant Michelle Doyle  

 Consultants – State Advocate Carolyn Jensen, KP Public Affairs; and Federal 
Advocates Letitia White, Shavenor Winters and Drew Tatum, Innovative Federal 
Strategies LLC joined by teleconference  

 Others – One guest was in the audience and four via teleconference 
 
 

1.   Approve Agenda  
The Committee agreed upon the agenda as presented.  
 

2. Approve Meeting Summary from the Legal, Legislative, and Public Information 
Committee Meeting of May 21, 2019 
The Committee agreed upon the meeting summary as presented.  
 

3. Update by State Advocate of Issues at the State Level  
Carolyn Jensen provided an update on the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund, 
priority bills and two-year bills.  Ms. Jensen addressed questions from the Committee. 
 

4. Update by Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level 
Drew Tatum provided a short legislative update stating not much has changed since their 
recent trip and presentation to the Agency on July 11.  He stated 10 of 12 appropriations 
bills passed. The homeland security and legislative branch appropriations bills were the 
only two that did not pass.    

5. Public Information Update  
Yvonne Hester’s presentation included a recap on the last ABC’s of Water and the 
Amethyst Basin ribbon cutting ceremony and an update on the Legislative Roundtable.  
She provided information on upcoming events, Today in Water and the San Bernardino 
County Water Conference. 
 
Nicholas Schneider spoke on advocacy and his participation with working groups at the 
State level such as ACWA Region 9 Legislative Review, Urban Advisory, Wholesale Water 
Loss, and Water Use Studies.    



Legal, Legislative, and Public Information Committee 
July 16, 2019 
Page 2 
 

 

 
6. General Manager’s Report  
 None 
7. Public Participation  
 None 
8. Comments/Discussion items for Next or Future Agendas 
 None 
9. Adjournment 
 Chairperson Hall adjourned the meeting at 10:20 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

Submitted by: _______________________ 
Arlynn Caasi 
Administrative Assistant 

 
 Attachments on-file: 
 

Item No. 5 - Public Information Report – PowerPoint  
 Sign-in sheet 



621 Capitol Mall, Suite 1900, Sacramento, CA 95814  M: 916-448-2162   F: 916-448-4923   www.ka-pow.com 

TO:  Legal, Legislative and Public Information Committee  
FROM: Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen 
RE:   KP Public Affairs Agenda 
DATE: August 14, 2019 

1. Legislative Calendar

 August 30th:  Fiscal committee deadline.

 September 3rd-13th:  Floor session only.

 September 13th:  Last day to pass bills.  Interim Study Recess upon adjournment.

2. Legislative Update

 Pending Priority Bills:

o SB 1 (Atkins) CA Environmental, Public Health and Worker’s Defense Act of 
2019 - Provides state regulatory agencies the authority to enforce Obama era 
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act and Endangered 
Species Act regulations in CA in the event federal standards in place as of 
January 2017 change.
 Status:  Assembly Appropriations Committee

o AB 658 (Arambula) Groundwater Recharge.
 Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee

o AB 1580 (Levine) Requires a state agency undertaking a non-transportation 
related publicly funded major infrastructure project with an estimated $1billion 
cost or more, to form an oversight committee to act as the authority for critical 
decisions regarding the project, and to establish and implement a 
comprehensive risk-management plan.
 Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee 



INNOVATIVE FEDERAL STRATEGIES, LLC 
                            Comprehensive Government Relations 

 

511 C Street, NE • Washington, DC 20002 • 202-347-5990 • Fax 202-347-5941 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Legal, Legislative, and Public Information Committee 

 

From:  Letitia White, Jean Denton, Drew Tatum, Shavenor Winters 

 

Date:  August 2, 2019 

 

Re:  July Monthly Legislative Update  

 
Spending Agreement, Debt Ceiling Negotiations 
Over the course of the summer, Congress and the White House have been in ongoing 
negotiations to reach an agreement to increase government spending for two years and adjust the 
debt ceiling. An announcement that an agreement had been reached came on Monday, July 22.  
 
With the final legislative text and corresponding budget tables quickly released for HR 3877, the 
Bipartisan Budget Act (BBA) of 2019, the House was able to consider the legislation before 
leaving for their August district work period.  The BBA passed the House by a vote of 284-149 
with 219 Democrats voting for the bill and 16 opposing it. 65 Republicans supported it and 132 
voted against it. The Senate considered the measure on Thursday, August 1 and passed it by a 
vote of 67 to 28. 
 
The legislation calls for offsetting $77.4 billion of the spending increase, giving the Trump 
administration and Republicans about half of the savings they sought. 
 
President Donald Trump announced the existence of the deal on Twitter, noting that it was a real 
compromise between the House, Senate, and White House.  
 
The 2-year proposal calls for increasing the discretionary spending caps for fiscal years 2020 and 
2021 above the levels set in the Budget Control Act of 2011. The compromise would increase 
fiscal 2020 spending limits on non-defense programs by $24.5 billion over current levels, to 
$621.5 billion. In addition, it would provide an extra $2.5 billion to account for a census funding 
adjustment, not subject to the spending caps. 
 
Another $8 billion in non-defense spending would also be included in the Overseas Contingency 
Operations (OCO) account for both fiscal 2020 and fiscal 2021, as is currently the case. 
 
Under the deal, defense spending caps for fiscal 2020 would be increased by $19.5 billion over 
current levels, to $666.5 billion. Another $71.5 billion would be included in the OCO fund, an 
increase of $2.5 billion over the current OCO level. 
 
For fiscal 2021, which begins October 1, 2020, non-defense spending limits would be raised to 
$626.5 billion. Defense spending caps would increase to $671.5 billion, with another $69 billion 
in the Department of Defense’s contingency war account. 
 



Innovative Federal Strategies LLC 
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In addition, the agreement suspends the debt ceiling for two years, through July 31, 2021, and no 
additional restrictions will be placed on the Treasury Secretary’s extraordinary measures 
authorities. The Department of the Treasury is currently using extraordinary measures in order 
not to breach the debt ceiling since the suspension that had been in effect expired in March of 
this year.  
 
The President signed the measure into law on Friday, August 2. 
 
 
Senate Releases Transportation Bill 
The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved by a vote of 21-0, its surface 
transportation reauthorization bill on Tuesday, July 30. The legislation would boost highway 
spending while streamlining environmental permitting and standing up new programs to address 
climate change. While the measure has bipartisan support in Congress, it’s picked up outside 
detractors from the left and the right, who argue it does not do enough to break an increasingly 
unsustainable status quo. 
 
The bill provides $287 billion in highway spending from the Highway Trust Fund over five 
years, of which $259 billion, or over 90%, is distributed to states by formula. The five-year 
funding level is more than a 27% increase above the current authorization (FAST Act) and will 
be the largest highway bill in history. The legislation maintains each state’s share of highway 
formula funding and expands the flexibility and eligible uses of formula funds provided out of 
the Highway Trust Fund. 
 
The panel’s five-year draft bill would address climate change for the first time in such 
legislation, providing a $1 billion grant program for electric vehicle charging stations and other 
alternative fuel vehicles, and congestion mitigation grants, in addition to the climate section.  
 
The measure would provide $4.9 billion over five years, through both formula and competitive 
grant funding, to help states improve the resiliency of their infrastructure to natural disasters and 
extreme weather. Under the measure, the Transportation Department would oversee interagency 
coordination and reviews required under the National Environmental Policy Act before issuing a 
single decision for the permitting process, signed by all relevant agencies, within two years, 
 
The bill also increases funding for the Nationally Significant Freight and Highway Projects 
program, known as “INFRA,” by providing $5.5 billion over five years. The bill increases 
funding flexibilities, and prioritizes certain critical interstate projects. The bill increases the 
minimum amount (from 10 percent to 15 percent) of INFRA funds to go towards smaller 
projects. The bill sets aside $150 million per year for a pilot program that prioritizes projects 
offering a higher non-federal match. The bill also creates new grant administration transparency 
requirements. 
 
In addition, the legislation, is the first-ever surface transportation reauthorization to reference 
electric scooters. In a section about the creation of a “center of excellence” for new mobility and 
automated vehicles, the legislation clarifies that “new mobility” includes docked and dockless 
bicycles, as well as e-scooters and transportation network companies like Lyft and Uber. 
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Finally, the bill codifies core elements of the “One Federal Decision” policy for highway 
projects including establishing: a 2-year goal for completion of environmental reviews; a 90-day 
timeline for related project authorizations; a single environmental document and record of 
decision to be signed by all participating agencies; and an accountability and tracking system 
managed by the Secretary of Transportation (Secretary). Project sponsors with the flexibility to 
apply the core elements of the “One Federal Decision” policy to highway projects that require an 
environmental assessment. The bill provides flexibility to the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) during the environmental review process, allowing the agency to set a schedule for 
projects, and limiting a possible extension request for other participating agencies to only one 
year. In addition, the bill requires the Secretary to provide a list of categorical exclusions 
applicable to highway projects to regulatory agencies and directs those agencies to publish a 
notice of proposed rulemaking to adopt relevant categorical exclusions within one year. 
 
House Transportation Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR), who will lead the House’s bill, weighed 
in saying, the Senate bill “demonstrates bipartisan consensus on the need for resilient 
infrastructure, alternative fuel corridors, and serious efforts to reduce congestion.” 
 
However, he also noted, “there is still a big question about how we pay for these investments.”  
 
Committee members also considered a bill (S. 1992) to repeal almost $7.6 billion in rescissions 
from the Federal Highway Administration scheduled under the FAST Act (Public Law 114-94) 
for July 2020. The funds would then be available for use toward the new America’s 
Transportation Infrastructure Act. The measure was ordered to be reported out of committee on 
Tuesday, July 30.  
 
The President tweeted in support of the legislation saying, “Senate is working hard on America’s 
Transportation Infrastructure Act...” He added that the measure would have a significant impact 
on highways and roads across the U.S. 
 
 
Legislation Introduced to Address Congressional Budget and Spending Process 
On Tuesday, July 30 Senate Budget Committee Chairman Mike Enzi (R-WY) released several 
proposals to fix America’s budget and spending process. The bill is based on feedback from 
hearings and meetings with members of Congress, state officials, the administration, and 
stakeholder groups. Chairman Enzi noted the proposals reflect suggestions from members of 
both sides of the aisle and from groups that span the political spectrum. He said these ideas are 
rooted in fixing “our broken budget and spending process” and are in favor of a system that 
works for everyone. 
 
The measure includes four proposals focused on budget and spending process reform: 
 

 The first proposal would re-orient the budget process around long-term planning and shift the 
federal government to a biennial budgeting and spending system. 
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 The second proposal would boost congressional budget enforcement and help ensure that 
members of Congress and the leadership of each committee are held accountable for their fiscal 
decisions. 

 The third proposal would ensure that the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) continues to serve a 
vital role in the budget and legislative processes by increasing transparency in the agency’s 
estimating methods. 

 The fourth proposal would improve how budget resolutions are considered on the Senate floor 
and would help ensure that the budget is considered in a deliberate but efficient manner. 

Committee staff are expected to release the comprehensive proposals in September.  
 
Previous efforts to significantly alter the process have failed to garner enough support to move 
through Congress. Most notably in 2018 the Joint Select Committee on Budget and 
Appropriations, which was formed as part of a previous budget cap deal, ended up scaling back 
major overhaul suggestions in favor of only one recommendation which was never considered by 
Congress.  
 
 
Senate Working to Strike Deal on Judges 
Senate leaders are preparing to put more federal judges on the bench before Capitol Hill shuts 
down for the August district work period. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) filed for cloture, or a limit on debate, for 19 
judicial nominations. Notably, the list includes two who were first nominated by President 
Barack Obama and later re-nominated by President Donald Trump.  
 
The Judiciary Committee has approved 46 judicial nominees that have not yet been confirmed. 
McConnell said he wants the U.C. agreement under discussion to include an unspecified, 
“significant” number of those. 
 
Among the languishing nominations are judges that Obama nominated as far back as the summer 
of 2015 to serve in courts in New York, Maryland, and Rhode Island. 
 
The Senate confirmed thirteen more judicial nominees before adjourning for the August district 
work period. Six other nominees are expected to get a vote once the Senate returns. 
 
 
Disaster Aid Reports  
Under legislation considered in the House, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) would 
have to submit an annual report to Congress on all disaster-related assistance the federal 
government provided in the preceding fiscal year.  
 
The measure, H.R. 1984, Disclosing Aid Spent to Ensure Relief Act, introduced by Rep. Scott 
Peters (D-CA) requires a report to accompany the president’s annual budget request, beginning 
with the fiscal 2022 budget, and would have to be published on the OMB website. 
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The report would cover costs from disaster response, recovery, and mitigation, as well as loans 
and administrative costs. It would break out spending by disaster, agency, and account. The bill’s 
reporting requirements would cost less than $500,000 annually, subject to appropriation, 
according to a cost estimate from the Congressional Budget Office. 
 
Under the Budget Control Act of 2011 (Public Law 112-25), OMB calculates an allowable 
adjustment to annual discretionary spending caps based on a rolling average of disaster aid 
spending from the previous 10 years. Currently, the agency does not release a single annual 
estimate of disaster spending, according to Representatives Scott Peters (D-CA) and Mark 
Meadows (R-NC), the bill’s sponsors. Eleven agencies and departments manage accounts that 
include disaster spending, according to the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s report 
and analysis of the bill. The measure passed the House measure by a voice vote on Wednesday, 
July 24.  
 
 
House to Consider Energy—Water Integration Legislation  
Introduced by Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson Chairwoman of House Science, Space, and 
Technology H.R.34, the Energy and Water Research Integration Act of 2019, the Department of 
Energy would be required to integrate water issues in its research and development programs. 
 
The bill also would direct the department to establish a committee to improve data collection and 
reporting on the relationship between energy and water production, also known as the energy-
water nexus. 
 
About 45% of all water withdrawn from ground or surface sources in the U.S. is used for energy 
production, according to a 2015 U.S. Geological Survey report. 
 
The measure would stipulate that it can’t be construed to require state, local, or tribal 
governments to take any action that could increase “financial burden” by restricting its water use. 
The department would have to integrate water-related considerations into its various research, 
development, and demonstration programs. As part of that directive, it would have to advance 
technologies that consider the effects of “climate variability” on water supplies, minimize 
freshwater consumption, and increase water use efficiency. 
 
A strategic plan to carry out the integration would have to be developed within one year of 
enactment, and would need to consider advanced cooling technologies and potential 
improvements to existing cooling systems; energy, renewable energy, and fuel production; water 
supply, treatment, reuse, and delivery; biomass production; carbon capture and storage; and 
microgrid systems that can provide energy and water resources in remote or disaster recovery 
areas. 
 
The DOE would be required to coordinate and avoid duplicative efforts across the department, 
national laboratories, and other federal agencies. It also would need to consult with research and 
academic institutions, the private sector, public utility commission (PUCs), and state, local, and 
tribal governments on the plan. 
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The DOE would have to update the plan within three years of enactment and at least once every 
five years. 
 
 
House Holds Hearing on Water Resources Development Acts 

Earlier this month, the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment held a 
hearing to discuss the development and implementation of Water Resources Development Acts 
(WRDA) – which are principal legislative vehicles to authorize studies, projects, and policies 
carried out by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Civil Works. The purpose of this hearing was 
to provide Members with an opportunity to review the Corps’ implementation of the most recent 
congressionally authorized WRDAs, enacted in 2014, 2016, and 2018. Chairwoman Grace 
Napolitano (D-CA) also highlighted that the hearing marked the beginning of consideration for 
the 2020 Water Resource Development Act.  
 
The Water Resources Development Act of 2018 was signed into law as Title I of the America’s 
Water Infrastructure Act by President Trump on October 23, 2018. WRDA 2018 authorized 14 
Chief’s Reports, authorized four new Post Authorization Change Reports, 10 new feasibility 
studies, and requested that the Corps expedite completion of 32 existing feasibility studies. As 
part of implementing WRDA 2018, the Corps must also consider whether or not to issue new 
guidance for specific programs to aid in the execution of the provision 
 
Reps. John Garamendi (D-CA), Doug LaMalfa (R-CA), and other California members expressed 
the desire to see a quicker timeline for completion on these critical projects in their districts.  
 
In addition, the witnesses providing testimony acknowledged the devasting effects of flooding, 
and in the wake of recent earthquakes in southern California, Rickey Dale James-Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works- also stated that future technology built by the Corps will 
be seismic resistant.  
 
 
Energy Storage Research Gains Bipartisan Support in Senate  
“Energy storage holds such great promise in the fight against climate change,” Sen. Susan 
Collins (R-ME) said at a Senate Energy and Natural Resources subcommittee hearing on July 9. 
“Advancing the next generation of energy storage technology will allow us to integrate more 
renewables such as wind and solar.” 
 
Bruce J. Walker, Assistant Secretary of Energy overseeing the Office of Electricity at the 
Department of Energy, spoke in support several energy storage bills at the hearing. Energy 
storage, such as large batteries, connected to the power grid will be “disruptive” and can 
“revolutionize” the energy industry, he said. 
 
Long-term energy storage is “key to modernizing the grid” and the near-term transition to a 
renewable energy economy, Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) said at the hearing. 
 
The subcommittee considered five energy storage bills, and all but the Reducing the Cost of 
Energy Storage Act have bipartisan support: 
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• The Better Energy Storage Technology Act (S. 1602), sponsored by Senator Susan Collins, 
would establish a federal electric power grid-scale energy storage research and development 
program.  
• The Promoting Grid Storage Act (S. 1593), sponsored by Senator Tina Smith (D-MN), would 
establish an Energy Department energy storage research and grant program. 
• The Expanding Access to Sustainable Energy Act (S. 1183), sponsored by Senator Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN), requires the Energy Department to award grants to rural electric 
cooperatives to help them design energy storage projects. 
• The Reducing the Cost of Energy Storage Act (S. 1741), sponsored by Senator Ron Wyden (D-
OR), would require the Energy Department to establish a program that would help cut the cost of 
energy storage technology. 
• S. 2048, sponsored by Sen. Angus King (I-ME), would establish a federal demonstration 
initiative for long-duration energy storage technologies 
 
 
Senate Panel Holds Hearing on Bureau Issues  
During a hearing on water issues earlier this month, Senator Martha McSally (R-AZ) stated that 
her subcommittee will work to revamp several bills meant to help combat drought conditions in 
Western states after state water officials and others at a hearing called for more flexibility and 
other tweaks. 
 
“You know, there might be some modifications as we’ve heard today from witnesses testifying 
before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Water and Power Subcommittee”, Senator 
Martha McSally said after the hearing.  
 
McSally added that she hopes to revise the bills—which would give the Interior Department 
more flexibility to construct and expand water projects and provide more funding for water 
storage projects—in hopes of moving the measures this fall through the full Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 
 
McSally sponsored the bills, along with other subcommittee members including Senators Cory 
Gardner (R-CO) and James Risch (R-ID), to help local and state water authorities respond to 
worsening drought in the West. 
 
Dwindling water supplies have been further strained by demands from residential development 
and agriculture, in some cases pitting those users against each other and leading to squabbling 
between neighboring states that often rely on the same river or reservoir for supplies. 
 
The three bills include the Aquifer Recharge Flexibility Act (S. 1570), the Drought Resiliency 
and Water Supply Infrastructure Act (S. 1932), and the Water Supply Infrastructure 
Rehabilitation and Utilization Act (S. 2044).  
 
The McSally-Sinema infrastructure rehabilitation and utilization bill includes a provision to help 
pay for “extraordinary maintenance” projects that are “often accompanied with a price tag too 
high” to recoup from ratepayers, McSally said. For example, the Imperial Diversion Dam along 
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the California-Arizona border needs $50 million in renovations. But the water districts operating 
it aren’t the actual owners of the infrastructure and thus “don’t have access to many of the 
traditional finance tools needed for funding these critical repairs,” McSally said. 
 
Her bill would set up an account within the Bureau of Reclamation to fund such maintenance 
projects, essentially allowing water district operators to repay the costs with interest over a 
longer span of time to make such projects affordable.  
 
Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Brenda Burman cited vast funding challenges for boosting 
water reliability and ensuring adequate water supplies for future generations. 
 
She was generally supportive of the legislative proposals, but said the bureau sees areas that 
should be clarified, including provisions needed to streamline the last big water projects law—
the 2016 Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act, known as the WIIN Act. 
 
“We’d like to work with the committee and keep working with you to strengthen these three 
bills,” Burman said, and discuss some other authorities under the 2016 act. 
 
 
Interior Department Announces BLM Western Move  
The Interior Department will move most leadership staff from Bureau of Land Management’s 
(BLM) Washington, D.C. office to 12 western states as part of its reorganization effort, but 
Interior will retain core D.C. base functions in Washington, D.C. 
 
Nearly 300 positions currently in D.C. will be spread across BLM's western regions and 
landscapes "in order to optimize BLM's presence where the needs are greatest," according to a 
letter from Interior Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management Joe Balash. BLM 
will also send 27 employees to Grand Junction, Colorado to set up a Western headquarters.  
 
While some lawmakers, including Colorado's senators, applauded the move, it brought questions 
from those who oversee BLM's budget. Senator Tom Udall (D-NM), the Ranking Member on 
the Senate Interior-Environment Appropriations Committee, said Congress needs more 
information. He added, “based on what I know so far, I have serious reservations about this plan, 
and the department needs be transparent about how much it will cost and what it will really mean 
for public lands," he said. "And the administration must work with Congress before it 
implements any sweeping relocation proposal." 
 
Interior has said it will cost $5.6 million to start making the moves. 
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Item # 7 





 

Community Water Systems Alliance  
Steering Committee Meeting 

Monday, August 19, 2019 

2:00 p.m. 

CALL-IN NUMBER: +1(507) 556-4028 

ACCESS CODE: 852020477# 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

I. ROLL CALL 

II. FINANCE REPORT 

III. REGULATORY AFFAIRS REPORT 

IV. LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

V. PLANNING for 2020 

VI. CALMUTUALS WORKSHOPS (Oct. 3 & 4 Paso Robles) 

VII. MEETINGS WITH STATE WATER BOARD MEMBERS 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (COMMITTEE MEMBERS) 

IX. CO-CHAIRS’ COMMENTS  

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 



Type Date Num Due Date Aging Open Balance

California Association of Mutual Water Co
Bill 06/30/2019 0298 07/19/2019 35 1,500.00

Total California Association of Mutual Water Co 1,500.00

Lagerlof, Senecal, Gosney & Kruse, LLP
Bill 06/06/2019 58296 07/19/2019 35 975.00
Bill 07/09/2019 15479... 07/19/2019 35 308.75
Bill 08/06/2019 58694 08/23/2019 373.75

Total Lagerlof, Senecal, Gosney & Kruse, LLP 1,657.50

Ortega Strategies Group
Bill 06/08/2019 1389 07/19/2019 35 1,657.74
Bill 07/02/2019 1393 07/19/2019 35 2,262.76
Bill 08/01/2019 1394 08/23/2019 1,540.00

Total Ortega Strategies Group 5,460.50

TOTAL 8,618.00

12:42 AM Community Water Systems Alliance

08/19/19 Unpaid Bills Detail
As of August 23, 2019

Page 1



Budget & Cash Flow

Q1 
Actuals

Q2 
Actuals July

Aug-Sept 
Estimate

Q4 
Estimate Total Notes

INCOME
Charter Level Sponsors $80,000 $50,000 $20,000 $10,000 - $80,000  
Policy Level Sponsors $10,000 $5,000 $10,000 $0 - $15,000  
Advocacy Level Sponsors $1,250 $417 $208 $625 $1,250

 
Total Income $91,250 $55,000 $30,417 $10,208 $625 $96,250

EXPENSE
First Year Activities
Advocacy & Representation 
(Lobbyist) Support 20,000     - $5,400 $3,000 $4,500 $12,900
Coordination & Analysis of 
Issues & Activities (OSG) 18,000     $6,000 $7,500 $4,500 $18,000
Legal Fees (Lagerlof, 
Senecal, Gosney & Kruse) 6,000       $3,819 $2,658 $1,500 $7,976
Travel  (Staff & Smaller 
Members) 8,000       $2,848 $1,841 $2,000 $6,688
CalMutuals Administrative 6,000       - $1,500 $1,500 $1,500 $4,500
Communications & Graphic 
Design Support 2,000       - $170 $200 $500 $870
Bank Fees $225
Supplies -  - - $0
Subscriptions -  
CWSA Reserve $40,000 - $0    

Total Expense $100,000 $0 $19,962 $0 $16,698 $14,500 $50,934
Net Total ($8,750) $0 $35,038 $30,417 ($6,490) ($13,875) $45,316

Cash Flow
Beginning Balance $0 $0 $35,038 $65,455 $58,965
Net Revenues $35,038 $30,417 ($6,490) ($13,875)
Ending Balance $0 $35,038 $65,455 $58,965 $45,090  

Cash Basis

Community Water Systems Alliance

As of July 31, 2019

2019 Estimated Cash Flow
 2019 

Budget 



 

 
 



Jul 31, 19

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
Pacific Western Bank 65,455.15

Total Checking/Savings 65,455.15

Accounts Receivable
11000 · Accounts Receivable 12,083.34

Total Accounts Receivable 12,083.34

Total Current Assets 77,538.49

TOTAL ASSETS 77,538.49

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

20000 · Accounts Payable 8,085.50

Total Accounts Payable 8,085.50

Total Current Liabilities 8,085.50

Total Liabilities 8,085.50

Equity
Net Income 69,452.99

Total Equity 69,452.99

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 77,538.49

8:46 AM Community Water Systems Alliance
08/19/19 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of July 31, 2019

Page 1



Jan - Jul 19

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

47200 · Sponsorship Income
47240 · Program Service Fees 2,500.00
47200 · Sponsorship Income - Other 95,000.00

Total 47200 · Sponsorship Income 97,500.00

Total Income 97,500.00

Expense
62100 · Contract Services

62120 · Coordination & Analysis 9,000.00
62130 · Advocacy & Representation 5,400.00
62140 · Legal Fees 6,483.75
62150 · Outside Contract Services 129.95
62100 · Contract Services - Other 3,000.00

Total 62100 · Contract Services 24,013.70

65000 · Operations
65010 · Books, Subscriptions, Reference 120.00
65040 · Supplies 225.10

Total 65000 · Operations 345.10

68300 · Travel and Meetings
68320 · Travel 3,688.21

Total 68300 · Travel and Meetings 3,688.21

Total Expense 28,047.01

Net Ordinary Income 69,452.99

Net Income 69,452.99

8:53 AM Community Water Systems Alliance
08/19/19 Profit & Loss
Accrual Basis January through July 2019

Page 1



Legislative Report 
2019 

(Monning) Safe Drinking Water Fund 

SB200 was signed by Governor Newsom on July 24th, putting in place $130M in funds 
from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund for ten years to address the State Water 
Board’s list of about 300 water systems that are currently chronically out of compliance. 

Action taken:
Met with Senator Henry Stern the Chair of the Senate Natural Resources and Water 
Committee, Chief Consultant Bill Craven and several legislators to advocate against the 
regressive water tax. We proposed an alternative funding mechanism which contributed 
to discarding the meter tax as an option. 

SB 200

(Bloom) Regional Assistance for Small Systems

AB134 is officially a 2-year bill. This bill would create a mechanism through District 
Engineers of the Division of Drinking Water that would expedite reimbursement for 
water agencies that help smaller and/or failing water systems.

Action taken:
Met with Assemblymember Bloom several times to advocate for a regional approach 
where large water systems aid smaller entities with reimbursement for marginal costs. 
Adan Ortega served as an expert panelist with Assemblymember Bloom during a forum 
held in El Monte conducted in coordination with Speaker Rendon’s office through his 
Senior Counsel Alf Brandt. 

SB 134

(Rubio) Corporation taxes: exempt organizations: mutual 
ditch or irrigation companies: mutual water companies. 

ASB 775 is awaiting passage in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. This bill 
aligns the California tax code with the Federal 501(c)(12) which allows Mutual Water 
Companies a tax-exempt status. 

Action taken:
Met with over 20 legislative offices to lobby the importance of this bill and collected 
nearly 50 letters of support from Mutual Water Companies across the state. It is 
important to note that the bill has passed unanimously in each committee it has gone 
through to date. 

SB 775



(Garcia) Public water systems: perfluoroalkyl substances and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances 

AB 756 has passed through the legislature and has been presented to Governor Newsom.  
This bill authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to 
order one or more public water systems to monitor for perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and establishes a separate public notification process 
as a result of any confirmed detection. 

Action taken:
Met with Assemblymember Cristina Garcia to advocate for a polluter-pays approach and 
a reporting methodology that would not needlessly alarm the public without providing 
consumers actions they can take, as is the case with boil water notices when pathogens 
are found in water supplies.

SB 756

(Caballero) Water Quality: Safe Drinking Water Fund 

SB 669 is now a 2-year bill.  This bill would establish a Safe Drinking Water Fund and 
require the state board to administer  fund to assist community water systems in 
disadvantaged communities that are chronically noncompliant relative to the federal 
and state drinking water standards and do not have the financial capacity to pay for 
operation and maintenance costs to comply with those standards

Action taken:
Met with Senator Caballero to discuss our support of the bill and submitted a letter of 
support. This bill is a two-year bill but is unlikely to be pursued next year. 

SB 669

(Caballero) Small System Authorities

SB 414 is awaiting passage in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. This bill would 
create a “small water system authorities” by combining failing small water systems, with 
the aid of state funding and support. The legislation outlines steps to be taken when a 
water system is out of compliance with state regulations, that upon failure to file a viable 
plan, would trigger their consolidation with others under a state-assigned administrator.

Action taken:
Met with Senator Caballero’s office to suggest a nexus between SB 200 and SB 414 in 
order to secure programmatic funding.  

SB 414











Consent Items  





 
July 16, 2019 PLEGS Special Meeting Minutes 
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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all 

customers at a fair and reasonable rate.” 

Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security 
Standing Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Members: Vice President Corl-Lorono & Secretary Burkhart 
 
BOARD MEETING OFFICE                                                                                               July 16, 2019                        
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.                                                                                                   Time – 9:15 A.M. 
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 
 
Call to Order 
Vice President Corl-Lorono called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Led by John Burkhart 
 
Roll Call 
Directors:  Judy Corl-Lorono   
   John R. Burkhart  
    
Staff:   Seth Kish 
   Marina West 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Secretary Burkhart and Vice President Corl-Lorono approved the agenda as presented. 
 
Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public Information 
Committee 
Committee participated via teleconference for an update by the State Advocate of Issues at the 
State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level.  
 
No Public Comment  
 
California Water Systems Alliance Update 
General Manger West gave an update to the Committee regarding the California Water 
Systems Alliance (CWSA). GM West and Vice President Judy Corl-Lorono along with some 
representatives from 29 Palms Water District had a meeting with Senator Grove to discuss top 
legislative and policy proprieties. Priority issues for Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency included 
following topics:  Compliance Assistance Plans: Urge legislature to require the State Water 
Board to have a compliance assistance plan for disadvantaged communities and small water 
systems which works in parallel with the approval of new drinking water standards; Streamlined 
State Grants: improve the process of issuing state grants and loans to water agencies, 
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particularly those serving disadvantaged communities; Transparency in Adoption of Drinking 
Water Standards: require transparency in the adoption of Drinking Water Standards that 
disclose the cost per capita of reducing long-term cancer/health risks; Greater Representation 
through Elected Officials who Represent Disadvantaged Communities: Agency would like to see 
greater emphasis on the selection of persons elected by the people in disadvantaged 
communities who serve on water boards for such appointments; Local-Approach in Water 
System Needs Assessments: Encourage greater cooperation between state and local initiatives 
in the development of need assessments.  
 
No Public Comment  
 
Emergency Supply Agreement with Hi-Desert Water District (Draft) 
General Manager West gave her report. The Agency needs an Emergency Supply Agreement 
with Hi-Desert Water District (HDWD) which would create and adequate safe drinking water 
supply that would serve both HDWD and the Agency on an “as needed” basis in the event of an 
emergency.  
 
No Public Comment  
 
Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Application Update 
General Manager West gave her report. The Agency has been participating in the formulation 
of a grant application for Proposition 1 Phase 1 funding. This funding opportunity has a little 
less than $8,000,000.00 to be distributed in the Colorado Region of the State Water Resources 
Control Board. The Agency chose to request funding for the replacement well at Goat Mountain 
because of the low cost of the project ($500,000.00) and simple CA Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) processes. The Agency would need to pay $6,100.00 in order for the grant documents 
to be written. The Committee feels that the $6,100.00 would be worth spending for the grant 
request document.  
 
No Public Comment 
 
Opinion from Fifth Appellate District Regarding Inzana v. Turlock Concerning Public/Utility 
Easements 
General Manager West reviews information received from legal counsel concerning 
Public/Utility Easements. 
 
No Public Comment  
 
Consent Items 
 

a. Regular PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, April 16, 2019 
 
No Public Comment  
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Vice President Corl-Lorono and Secretary Burkhart approved the minutes as presented.  
 
 
Public Comment Period 
 
No Public Comment 
 
Verbal Reports 
 
Vice President Corl-Lorono gave a report on her attendance to Sacramento with the California 
Water Systems Alliance.  
 
Adjournment – Vice President Corl-Lorono adjourned the meeting at 10:30 AM 
 
 
 

       Approved by: 
 
 

                            ____________________________________ 
Vice President Corl-Lorono, Committee Chair 
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