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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
“To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all customers at a 

fair and reasonable rate.” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING AGENDA 

BOARD MEETING OFFICE     August 27, 2019 
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.          Time – 6:00 P.M.  
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Discussion and Action Items - The Board of Directors and Staff will discuss the following items 
and the Board will consider taking action, if so inclined. The Public is invited to comment on any 
item on the agenda during discussion of that item. When giving your public comment, please 
have your information prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state 
your name.  Due to time constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three-minutes 
to provide their public comment. 

5. Closed Session
Closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 Paragraph 1 of subdivision
(d) Conference with Legal Counsel on Existing Litigation: Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency
vs Perry, Case No. CIVDS1715442

6. Closed Session Report

7. Mutual Emergency Water Supply Agreement between Hi-Desert Water District and
Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency
Board considers taking the following action(s):
1. Authorize General Manager to execute Mutual Emergency Water Supply Agreement

between Hi-Desert Water District and Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.

8. Desert-Wise Landscape Tour
1. Morongo Basin Conservation Association Treasurer, Marina West, to provide the Board

of Directors with a presentation on the 2019 Desert-Wise Landscape Tour.
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2. Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial 
and will be acted on by the Board at one time without discussion, unless a member of 
the Public or member of the Board requests that the item be held for discussion or 
further action. 

 
a. Financial Statements July 2019 

1. Budget Status 
b. Receive and File Disbursements, July 2019 
c. Service Order Report, June 2019 
d. BDV Production Report, June 2019 
e. Goat Mtn. Production Report, June 2019 
f. July 23, 2019 Regular BOD Meeting Minutes 
g. Execute Memorandum of Understanding with Special Districts Risk Management 

Authority. Resolution 19R-XX - A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the 
Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency Approving the Form of and Authorizing the 
Execution of a Memorandum of Understanding and Authorizing Participation in the 
Special District Risk Management Authority’s Health Benefits Program. 

 
Recommended Action: 
Approve as presented (Item a-g): 
 

3. Matters Removed From Consent Items 
 

4. Public Comment Period 
Any person may address the Board on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on items not 
appearing on this agenda. When giving your public comment, please have your information 
prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state your name.  Due to time 
constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to provide their public 
comment.  State Law prohibits the Board of Directors from discussing or taking action on items 
not included on the agenda. 
 

5. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings. 
1. General Manager Report 
2. Director Reports 
3. President Report 

 
6. Adjournment 

In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this 
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S. 
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and time 
above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has been 
posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above. As a general 
rule, agenda reports or other written documentation have been prepared or organized with 
respect to each item of business listed on the agenda. Copies of these materials and other 
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disclosable public records in connection with an open session agenda item, are also on file with 
and available for inspection at the Office of the Agency Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca 
Valley, California, during regular business hours, 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through 
Friday.  If such writings are distributed to members of the Board of Directors on the day of a 
Board meeting, the writings will be available at the entrance to the Board of Directors meeting 
room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.  
 
Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org 
 
Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are 
able to express yourself adequately. Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in 
order to participate in the meeting, should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315 
during Agency business hours. 
 
Calendar Reminder - Upcoming Director Meetings 

• Mojave Water Agency Board of Directors Meeting – September 12, 2019 at 9:30AM – 
Director McKenzie 

• Mojave Water Agency Board of Directors Meeting – September 26, 2019 at 9:30AM – 
President McBride 

• ASBCSD Dinner and Meeting – September 16, 2019 at 6:00PM – Director Coulombe 
• Homestead Valley Community Council Meeting – September 16, 2019 at 3:00PM – 

Director McKenzie 
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BIGHORN DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY  
AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 

 
Meeting Date:  August 27, 2019 
 
To: Board of Directors    Budgeted:  N/A 

        Budgeted Amount: N/A 
       Cost: N/A 

 Funding Source: N/A 
 
From: Marina D. West    General Counsel Approval: Obtained 
       CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
Subject: Mutual Emergency Water Supply Agreement between Hi-Desert Water District 

and Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Agency received a $500,000 Proposition 1 Planning Grant in 2018.  The Preliminary 
Engineering Report and Work Plan identified the need for water transfer agreements between 
Hi-Desert Water District (HDWD) and BDVWA.  Water transfers could be emergency in 
nature or just potable water sales.   
 
The attached agreement focuses on water supply between the entities during an emergency.  
Staff has shared the draft agreement with HDWD and incorporated their comments.  The 
agreement has also been reviewed by Agency Counsel and the PLEGS Standing Committee 
on July 16, 2019. Staff recommends the agreement be executed by BDVWA and then 
presented to HDWD for their execution. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Board considers taking the following action(s): 
 

1. Authorize General Manager to execute Mutual Emergency Water Supply Agreement 
between Hi-Desert Water District and Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.  

  
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
No additional analysis provided. 
 
PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTION(S) 
 
07/16/2019 Planning/Legislative/Engineering/Grant & Security Standing Committee Meeting 
– Review Draft Emergency Supply Agreement between Hi-Desert Water District and Bighorn-
Desert View Water Agency 
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MUTUAL EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY AGREEMENT 
Between 

Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 
And 

Hi-Desert Water District 
 

This Agreement is made and entered into this ______ day of __________, between the 
Hi-Desert Water District, Yucca Valley, CA, hereinafter designated “HDWD,” and 
Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, hereinafter designated “BDVWA,” individually or 
collectively referred to as “Party” or “Parties”, respectively. 
 

RECITALS 
 
WHEREAS, Hi Desert Water District (HDWD) is a County Water District organized and 
operating pursuant to the provisions of the County Water District Law, California Water 
Code Sections 30,000 et. seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, BDVWA is a public entity organized and operating pursuant to the 
provisions of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency Law, California Water Code 
Appendix, Sections 112-1 et. seq.; and 
 
WHEREAS, both HDWD and BDVWA have public water systems that meet all current 
requirements of the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water 
for safe drinking water supplied to customers; 
 
WHEREAS, both HDWD and BDVWA have an adequate safe drinking water supply to 
serve their respective services areas under normal conditions, peak season conditions 
and most emergency situations;  
 
WHEREAS, both HDWD and BDVWA desire to cooperate with each other to provide to 
each other a temporary safe drinking water supply in case of an agreed upon temporary 
emergency situation occurs; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, based on the foregoing Recitals and in consideration of the 
covenants and agreement set forth below the Parties hereby agree as follows: 
 

1) BDVWA hereby agrees to sell safe drinking water to HDWD on an “as needed” 
basis during “temporary emergency conditions” as defined and provided for in 
Section 3 below. 

 
2) HDWD hereby agrees to sell safe drinking water to BDVWA on an “as needed” 

basis during “temporary emergency conditions” as defined and provided for in 
Section 3 below. 
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3) Temporary Emergency Conditions:  A “temporary emergency condition” which 
requires the sale of safe drinking water from one of the Parties to the other shall 
exist when the Parties mutually agree in writing that such a temporary 
emergency condition exists.  When emergency safe drinking water may be 
required by either HDWD or BDVWA, the requesting party shall contact the other 
party to determine if there is agreement as to whether an emergency exists and 
whether safe drinking water is available to sell to the requesting party.  Whether 
an emergency exists and, if so, to what extent safe drinking water is available on 
a temporary basis will be determined by the Parties’ General Managers. Once 
the emergency is declared by a written agreement of the Parties and it is 
determined that safe drinking water is available to the requesting Party to 
address the emergency condition, a representative of each Party, designated by 
the Parties’ General Managers, shall immediately coordinate the operations of 
appropriate valves, measuring devices and auxiliary systems to facilitate prompt 
delivery of safe drinking water to the requesting Party.  Emergency safe drinking 
water provided under this section shall be provided at one-hundred (100%) of 
either the HDWD’s highest rate per one hundred cubic feet or the BDVWA’s 
highest rate per one hundred cubic feet, whichever is higher.  As used in this 
section, “highest rate” means the current first tier water rate charged to 
residential customers residing within the respective service areas of the Parties. 
 

4) The sale of emergency safe drinking water to the requesting Party may be limited 
by the selling Party solely at its discretion, taking into account water supply, 
demands and needs of its own customers.  In addition, neither Party shall be 
required by this Agreement to sell emergency safe drinking water to the other 
Party if the selling Party determines, in its sole discretion, that such water cannot 
or should not be sold to the other Party. 
 

5) The Parties agree to jointly conserve safe drinking water during an officially 
declared statewide or regional water shortage, which may be caused by 
earthquake, drought, flood or other regional emergency condition. 
 

6) This Mutual Emergency Water Agreement can be terminated with or without 
cause by either party by giving the other party ninety (90) days written notice. 
 

7) To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Parties agree to hold harmless, 
indemnify, and defend each other, their directors, officers, agents and 
employees, from any and all liability, claims, lawsuits, losses, demands, 
regulatory actions, fines, penalties, expenses, or any injury or damage of any 
kind whatsoever, whether actual, alleged, or threatened, and attorneys’ fees and 
litigation costs, incurred in relation to, or as a consequence of, or arising out of 
the performance of this Agreement and attributable to the fault of the other Party. 
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8) The Party purchasing the emergency safe drinking water from the other Party 
shall be solely responsible for the treatment and provision of that water to its own 
customers. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the date 
first above written. 
 
Hi-Desert Water District    Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 
 
BY: _____________________________ BY: ____________________________ 
 
Name: ___________________________ Name: __________________________ 
 
Title: ____________________________ Title: ___________________________ 
 
 
Approved as to Form:    Approved as to Form: 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
XXXXXXXXXXX, General Counsel  David Wysocki, General Counsel 
Hi-Desert Water District    Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 

Page 11 of 53



Page 12 of 53



Item # 8 

Page 13 of 53



Page 14 of 53



 

 

P.O. Box 24, Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

August 21, 2019 
 
Dear Supporter: 
 
Thank you for recognizing that the Desert-Wise Living Series is a valuable tool that inspires the 
public to become active participants in meeting the State’s residential water conservation target.   
 
The 2019 Desert-Wise Landscape Tour (9th Annual Tour) was held April 27 and 28, 2019.  The 
2019 DWLs also included an “Energy Conference” held January 26th and we will host Mr. Tom 
McCarthy, General Manager Mojave Water Agency at our fall event scheduled for September 
28th.  The DWLs is enabled by the continued fiscal contributions from our sponsors:  Morongo 
Basin’s water agencies, the Mojave Water Agency, Southern California Edison, Yucca Valley’s 
Unique Nursery and Morongo Valley’s Cactus Mart. 
 
MBCA hosts the DWLs utilizing dozens of local volunteer’s so the sponsorship funding is 
primarily utilized on advertising and preparation and publication of the tour guidebook.  As 
always, the Tour is advertised locally through news print, radio ads, social media, local outreach 
events (i.e. Yucca Valley Earth Day) as well as our email contacts which exceed 1,300 
individuals. 
 
This year the Tour registered 270 individuals who participated in the two-day event featuring 21 
locations scattered throughout the Morongo Basin.  Complementing the 3 new sites were 
popular repeats as well as sites that had been off the tour for at least a year or more.  We 
recorded a total of 1,602 individual site visits with the average number of attendees per site of 
76.  While our attendance was lower this year MBCA is still very proud of the statistics 
generated.   
 
Materials that have been presented include a copy of the tour program and our 2019 Tour 
Report which includes tour facts as well as the essay’s submitted by the attendees wanting to 
win one of three Unique Nursery or Cactus Mart gift certificates. 
 
MBCA does intend to hold the 10th Annual Landscape Tour but the date has not been 
determined and we are evaluating various formats for the event and welcome any and all 
feedback on how we can improve the Tour experience.  We look forward to continuing our 
important partnership in this event. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Marina West 
 
Marina West, Director 
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REPORT FOR FUNDERS 
 

DESERT-WISE LANDSCAPE TOUR 2019 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

MBCA’s Desert-Wise Landscape Tour was first offered as a one-day event on April 17, 2011, 
with 20 sites mostly on the west side of the Morongo Basin. The Tour idea evolved from an 
informal group of local residents interested in water-wise gardening. MBCA sought to expand 
on the idea to demonstrate effective and attractive methods of conserving water in desert 
landscapes. The Alliance for Water Awareness Coalition (of Mojave Water Agency) was the 
financial sponsor in 2011, with contributions from several local businesses and a few 
individuals. Tour participation in 2011 was 122.  
 
In subsequent years, changes have included more meaningful measurement and reporting of 
Hosts’ water usage, additional financial support from local water agencies and Southern 
California Edison, improved online registration process, and expansion to a 2-day format in 
2016. Additional directional signs were added for some sites in 2019 and the water usage 
measurement system was further refined. 
 
The photos used in this report represent some of the tour sites across the Basin and across 
the 9 years of the Desert-Wise Landscape Tour. 
 
Landscape Tour Committee 2019 
Marina West, Chair 
Meg Foley 
Claudia Sall 
Ruth Rieman 
Laraine Turk 
Cathy Zarakov 
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PARTICIPATION DATA FOR DESERT-WISE LANDSCAPE TOUR 2019 
 
 
 

TOUR SITES 2019 
 
 
Saturday - East & South Side of 
Basin - 11 sites 
 

• 4 sites in Twentynine Palms 
• 3 sites in Joshua Tree 
• 4 sites in Yucca Valley 

Ø Included 3 new sites 

 
Sunday – West & North Side of 
Basin - 10 sites 
 

• 2 sites in Morongo Valley 
• 2 sites in Joshua Tree 
• 1 site in Yucca Valley 
• 1 site in Flamingo Heights (YV) 
• 2 sites in Landers 
• 2 sites in Pioneertown  

Ø Included 3 new sites 
 
 

PARTICIPATION 
 
 
Total Participants 
 

 
 

270 

 
• 169 Paid Registrants 
• 71 Hosts, Docents, Volunteers 
• 30 Complimentary participants of 100 

offered 
Hosts and Docents receive complimentary registration to use whenever they are not “on duty.”  
Complimentary Registrations are offered to the funding agencies and local media. 

 
 

SITE VISIT DETAILS 
  Day 1-East Day 2-West 

Total Site Visits Recorded 
at 24 Sites over 2 Days 1602 908 694 

Range of Visitors per Site 40-103 40-103 41-102 

Average Visitors per Site 76 83 69 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 2019 DESERT-WISE LANDSCAPE TOUR  

 
 

Alliance for Water Awareness and Conservation,   
Mojave Water Agency service area 

 
Bighorn Desert View Water Agency, Landers 

 
Golden State Water Co., Morongo Valley 

 
Hi Desert Water District, Yucca Valley 

 
Joshua Basin Water District 

 
Southern California Edison 

 
Twentynine Palms Water District 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
MBCA is grateful for the support of all the water agencies of the Morongo Basin  

as well as the AWAC/Mojave Water Agency and Southern California Edison. 
 

 
 

ADVERTISING METHODS 
 

Ø Emails to our Members and Supporters (about 1300) and mention in 2 Eblasts 

Ø Link from slider on website Home Page 

Ø KCDZ Radio 107.7 FM 

Ø Hi Desert Star 

Ø Basinwide Spirit Magazine (Hi Desert Publishing) 

Ø Copper Mountain Broadcasting 

Ø MBCA’s Facebook page 

Ø Desert Moon Pictorial magazine  

Ø Table at Water Education Day of Joshua Basin Water District 

Ø Rack Cards distributed to local Water District Offices and numerous local 

businesses 

Ø Desert Regional Tourism ad for Welcome Center’s Art Festival Catalog 

Ø Information distributed at 2 Basinwide Foundation luncheons 
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ESSAY CONTEST 2019 

 
Six Landscape Tour participants submitted essays to our Contest this year. The judges were 
impressed with the quality of the essays and the clear message of combining conservation 
with desert beauty. We thank the writers for the time they spent portraying their Tour 
experience and the value of water-wise landscaping. 
 
The Gift Certificate prizes are provided by MBCA, Unique Garden Center in Yucca Valley, and 
Cactus Mart in Morongo Valley.  
 
 

2019 Essay Contest Awards 
 

1st place – Claudia Bucher - $200 Unique Garden Center gift certificate 

2nd place – Allyn Davis - $150 Cactus Mart gift certificate 

3rd place - Cynthia Von Halle - $100 Cactus Mart gift certificate 

 

Additional 2018 Essay Entrants 
 

Jeff Jens 
Tamara Roleff 
Sandy Smith 
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DWL Tour 2019 Essay 1st Prize 
Claudia Bucher 

 
High Desert Victory Gardens  
 
Climate change is upon us. I am reminded to “Think globally, act locally,” and that “The 
personal is political.” Anyone with property in the desert can be on the front lines of the battle 
against human-led climate change. Desert dwellers are at the forefront of forging innovative 
solutions for living within an extreme climate. We all need to be eco-warriors crafting 21st 
century Desert-Wise Victory Gardens.  
 
In the fall of 2017, my partner and I purchased a two and a half acre compound on Yucca 
Mesa. We inherited an abundance of flora to care for, including a small fruit orchard, two very 
vulnerable Mulberry saplings, several stately old growth Mesquite, Desert Willow and Joshua 
trees, three fruiting olive trees, and lots of prickly pear cactus. Since then, I have 
enthusiastically embraced the self-imposed challenge of sculpting a self-sustaining micro 
ecosystem.  
 
There are three primary challenges that I hope to solve with the appropriate use of natives. 
These are: erosion control along a river that flows through the middle of the property, privacy 
screening, and restoration of a flat plain that was scraped bare for use as a horse corral. My 
goal is to plant with societal collapse in mind: to plant for conservation, for diversity of native 
plant life, to support wildlife, for erosion control, fire resistance, drought resistance, pest control 
and food production, and last but not least, for beauty. Can our thoughtfully curated gardens 
sustain us in a crisis? Could we live off of the berries, fruits, flowers, leaves and stalks of our 
native plants?  
 
The Desert-Wise landscape tour was satisfyingly instructive in revealing how my fellow desert 
inhabitants are thinking about and implementing real solutions to the the unique challenges 
that lie ahead.  
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DWL Tour 2019 Essay 2nd prize 
Allyn Davis 

 
Broadened horizons and/or How to transition to natural Desert? 
 
“What is the proper height of a bunny-thwarting fence?”.     One hidden rancho answered this 
for me.   It perfectly blended an enclosed area of more delicate plants with larger trees that 
transitioned into the wash area, leaving an adjacent area naturally blooming with Beavertail 
and wildflowers.   (site #9)  
 
From ultra-manicured professionally installed schemes to DIY gardens carved into hillsides 
and spilling down gullies, the rains of this winter plus the smart applications of drip/grey/wash 
systems gave the plants best of show in the 2019 Water-Wide Landscape Tour.        
Inspiration was in every garden, with the smallest flourishes making major impacts on the 
visits.     
It answered my top need-to-knows:    best ways to blend scraped land into natural desert, 
bunny-proofing, grouping plants for best irrigation practices, and stabilizing a crumbly bank of 
sandy soil. 
 
One of the most inspirational sites that answered most every question was #16.      It allowed 
the desert to shine without over-greening it, using mostly cacti to populate and define spaces.     
It embraced unplanted areas (sand/decomposed granite) that gave airy space for the inspired 
plant groupings (blooming bladderpod + boxing glove cactus, I believe) and accented the 
trunks of Palo Verde and other trees, as well as the tight rocky groupings of shrubs and cactus, 
accented by rusty tin cans (who knew!).    The problem of a crumbly slope was tackled with a 
wonderful combination of stabilizing and privatizing plants.    
 
It was a desert feast, but one with breathing room and was particularly inspiring for the fact that 
it was once a scraped lot. 
 
Many thanks for putting on this show—I am inspired! 
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DWL Tour 2019 Essay 3rd prize 
Cynthia Von Halle 

 
Crazy for Cactus 
 
During the recent Desert - Wise Landscape Tour, I find myself at a lovely homestead in 
Landers, surrounded by an artistic collection of spiny cacti and bizarre fleshy succulents. This 
is my “succulent Sunday” assignment as a Docent.  The Giant Rock, with its weird alien energy 
and spaceship lore is nearby. By contrast, the setting here is calm and welcoming with 
attractive gardens and a variety of small ponds and water features. It feels organic, natural and 
a bit wild. An 8 ft. Blue Agave claims one corner of the fenced yard, and displays a giant 
twisted stalk of unfurling flowers. The smaller tender pups from this “mother plant” are 
dispersed across the yard in rocky niches. Prickly Golden Barrels mingle with softer annuals 
and shrubs.  Mesquite and Paleo Verde trees tower over the main yard with lacy branches, 
lending shade to wandering paths. Fountains gurgle softly, attracting small desert birds. 
 
Today’s perfusion of succulents triggers a painful memory from long ago- I killed a beautiful 
Beavertail cactus.  I added fertilizer (!) and over - watered it to force colorful blooms.  My 
conversations with plant enthusiasts on the landscape tour remind me that succulents are 
equipped to store water. They need little maintenance and are easy to propagate and share 
with neighbors.  They can thrive in shade or hot sun, in containers or planted in rocky ground.  
Seeing their spectacular flowers and interesting texture revives my passion to create small 
rock gardens.  
 
At the end of the day, I’m looking forward to planting strange cactus and unusual succulents. 
I’ve been lured down a path in search of bold spiny sculptures that thrive in rocky drainages. 
No aliens, please, just tough sun loving plants, uniquely adapted to thrive in our High Desert. 
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ADDITIONAL ESSAYS SUBMITTED 2019 
(Alphabetical order) 

 
DWL Tour 2019 Essay by Jeff Jens 

 
The Art of Landscaping  
 
I love garden tours. This year, my wife and I decided to travel to the Morongo Basin Desert-
Wise Landscape Tour. We live in the Santa Clarita Valley and have never been to the area - 
we had no idea what to expect, but we were very interested in learning how desert dwellers 
landscape using drought tolerant plants.  
 
It was the most amazing weekend of a garden tour we’d ever experienced. I can’t stop sharing 
with friends and family. The garden tour hosts were friendly and welcoming. Each location was 
unique, offering inspiration and ideas to take home to improve our own garden.  
 
A common thread throughout the tour was the impressive creativity of yard art and the use of 
repurposed materials (my favorite). Nothing better than ‘accidental’ art. We enjoyed visiting 
with the artists present onsite who were willing to share their inspiration.  
 
The emphasis on the importance of water conservation and the educational materials offered 
during the tour were eye-opening. We’ve taken the information learned to use in our own yard 
and to share with others. We plan to add native plants to our already drought-tolerant 
landscape, as well as repurposing materials to use as mulch to retain water.  
 
We so enjoyed our visit that we plan to return again next year. We’ll also visit in October for the 
Highway 62 Art Tour. We look forward to returning soon!  
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DWL Tour 2019 Essay by Tamara Roleff 
 
We have lived in Yucca Valley for almost 15 years. We love the desert, and this spring’s 
Superbloom was a showstopper. We have never seen so many flowers—and such a variety of 
flowers—in the desert. As the earliest spring flowers faded, new flowers bloomed to take their 
place. For more than two months, the desert has been covered with blooms. Every day was 
just jaw-droppingly beautiful. And this year’s bloom made me realize how much I wanted those 
same desert flowers in my yard so I could have my own Superbloom every year. 
 
We live on a small lot in Yucca Valley with lots of mature trees and bushes that were planted 
more than 30 years ago (most of which are not native to this—or any—desert). I’ve always 
wanted to plant more flowers and bushes in the yard, but couldn’t because there was no place 
to put them where they had access to irrigation. Going on the Desert-Wise Landscape tour this 
spring (my first time ever!) showed me that you don’t need irrigation to have a beautiful and 
interesting garden (just look at the Landers’ Post Office demonstration garden).  
 
I have a planter that gets a lot of rain run-off from the roof (and is close to a hose for those 
years with little or no rain). I’ve pulled out the non-native plants and have put in penstemon, 
verbena, and mallow. In addition, I’ve cleared a small section in my front yard for Encelia, 
verbena, poppies, and chia, and transplanted a lone desert dandelion I found in my yard. 
These are all plants I never would have considered for my yard before the Superbloom and the 
Desert-Wise Landscaping tour. 
 
I can’t wait to see my yard become a blanket of color in the spring. 
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DWL Tour 2019 Essay by Sandy Smith 
 
DESERT PEACE 
 
After living in the Morongo Basin for decades, I finally had the privilege of being a docent on 
the 2019 Desert-Wise Landscape Tour.  The feelings evoked by a day of service to our 
community were absolute delight.  The peace I felt sitting in my assigned Joshua Tree yard on 
a perfect spring day was phenomenal.  The hummingbirds, the bees, the swish of the 
branches in the breeze was intoxicating.  No music, no TV, no cell phone just the harmony of 
nature.  I was bathed in beauty, the smell of desert rain in the air and the serenity of the day.  
Couple this with the people of the tour, the generous home owners who graciously shared their 
private space with strangers, the volunteers who make the entire operation run smoothly, and 
the visitors who were respectful and genuinely interested in learning more about our desert 
home, and the mix was perfect.  How could I not want this peace to continue day after day in 
my life?  The 2019 Desert-Wise Landscape Tour has inspired me to create a bit of tranquility in 
my own yard with some colorful cactus blooms, some texturized succulents and some 
traditional desert art.  And I thank you all for that gift. 
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7/11/2019 0 IRS PAYROLL 2,215.89

7/11/2019 0 EDD PAYROLL 684.01

7/11/2019 0 CALPERS 3,496.94

7/11/2019 0 IRS PAYROLL 143.54

7/11/2019 20550 PAYROLL 123.75

7/11/2019 20551 PAYROLL 247.49

7/11/2019 20552 PAYROLL 123.75

7/11/2019 20553 PAYROLL 123.75

7/11/2019 20554 PAYROLL 247.49

7/11/2019 20555 PAYROLL 1,070.29

7/11/2019 20556 PAYROLL 1,286.69

7/11/2019 20557 PAYROLL 17.30

7/11/2019 20558 PAYROLL 635.95

7/11/2019 20559 PAYROLL 3,954.74

7/11/2019 20560 PAYROLL 2,006.51

7/11/2019 20561 PAYROLL 1,118.93

7/11/2019 20562 PAYROLL 1,431.80

7/11/2019 20563 PAYROLL 1,251.56

7/11/2019 20564 PAYROLL 2,339.17

7/12/2019 20565 AVALON URGENT CARE INC. 30.00

7/12/2019 20566 FEDAK & BROWN LLP 299.00

7/12/2019 20567 FORSHOCK 100.00

7/12/2019 20568 IMAGE SOURCE, INC 265.24

7/12/2019 20569 INFOSEND, INC. 1,107.64

7/12/2019 20570 JOMARIE MCKENZIE 103.82

7/12/2019 20571 OFFICE DEPOT 81.86

7/12/2019 20572 SL PARKER CA, LLC, BUILDERS 68.41

7/12/2019 20573 UNDERGROUND SERVICE ALERT OF SO CAL 87.85

7/12/2019 20574 WARD & WARD 2,240.00

7/12/2019 20575 MARINA WEST 671.92

7/12/2019 20576 DAVID L.  WYSOCKI 165.00

7/12/2019 20577 COUNTY TREASURER OF S.B. 3,704.81

8/23/2019 9:02:37 AM Page 1

Bighorn Desert View Water Agency 
Check Register

Check Date Range: 7/1/2019 thru 7/31/2019

Ck Date Ck No Payable To Void Check Amt
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7/12/2019 20578 HASA, INC. 611.27

7/12/2019 20579 HI-DESERT STAR 3,024.00

7/12/2019 20580 OFFICE DEPOT 11.41

7/12/2019 20581 SDRMA 70,729.58

7/12/2019 20582 ST WATER RES CONTROL BRD 55.00

7/23/2019 0 XEROX CORPORATION 215.49

7/23/2019 0 FLYERS ENERGY LLC 3,109.86

7/23/2019 0 CINTAS CORPORATION #150 255.81

7/23/2019 20625 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES 672.45

7/23/2019 20626 INLAND WATER WORKS SUPPLY CO 2,877.31

7/23/2019 20627 PLATINUM CONSULTING GROUP LLC 2,966.80

7/25/2019 0 IRS PAYROLL 2,325.96

7/25/2019 0 EDD PAYROLL 690.00

7/25/2019 0 CALPERS 3,695.17

7/25/2019 0 IRS PAYROLL 86.08

7/25/2019 20583 PAYROLL 129.94

7/25/2019 20584 PAYROLL 129.94

7/25/2019 20585 PAYROLL 129.94

7/25/2019 20586 PAYROLL 129.94

7/25/2019 20587 PAYROLL 1,391.86

7/25/2019 20588 PAYROLL 1,313.99

7/25/2019 20589 PAYROLL 16.38

7/25/2019 20590 PAYROLL 729.75

7/25/2019 20591 PAYROLL 3,965.94

7/25/2019 20592 PAYROLL 1,380.88

7/25/2019 20593 PAYROLL 1,508.71

7/25/2019 20594 PAYROLL 502.52

7/25/2019 20595 PAYROLL 1,902.31

7/25/2019 20596 PAYROLL 1,299.51

7/25/2019 20597 PAYROLL 2,053.39

7/26/2019 0 AT&T MOBILITY 183.89

7/26/2019 0 BURRTEC WASTE&RECYC 92.36

8/23/2019 9:02:37 AM Page 2

Bighorn Desert View Water Agency 
Check Register

Check Date Range: 7/1/2019 thru 7/31/2019

Ck Date Ck No Payable To Void Check Amt
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7/26/2019 0 CINTAS CORPORATION #150 85.27

7/26/2019 0 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMP 10,352.64

7/26/2019 0 AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCE COMPANY 1,225.32

7/26/2019 0 CALPERS 46,607.00

7/26/2019 0 CARDMEMBER SERVICES 2,423.33

7/26/2019 0 FLYERS ENERGY LLC 294.61

7/26/2019 0 CARDMEMBER SERVICES 1,321.49

7/26/2019 20598 BAY CITY EQUIPMENT INDUSTRIES, INC. 31,063.92

7/26/2019 20599 CUSTOMER REFUND 54.98

7/26/2019 20600 MIKE CARUSO 150.00

7/26/2019 20601 CUSTOMER REFUND 82.23

7/26/2019 20602 CUSTOMER REFUND 50.70

7/26/2019 20603 COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO VOID 230.00

7/26/2019 20604 CUSTOMER REFUND 3.09

7/26/2019 20605 FRONTIER CALIFORNIA, INC 560.00

7/26/2019 20606 CUSTOMER REFUND 100.00

7/26/2019 20607 INLAND WATER WORKS SUPPLY CO 133.61

7/26/2019 20608 CUSTOMER REFUND 97.19

7/26/2019 20609 CUSTOMER REFUND 0.29

7/26/2019 20610 MOM'S DESERT VALLEY CLEANING 265.00

7/26/2019 20611 CUSTOMER REFUND 79.90

7/26/2019 20612 OFFICE DEPOT 192.03

7/26/2019 20613 CUSTOMER REFUND 170.54

7/26/2019 20614 CUSTOMER REFUND 3.65

7/26/2019 20615 CUSTOMER REFUND 100.00

7/26/2019 20616 CUSTOMER REFUND 33.17

7/26/2019 20617 CUSTOMER REFUND 127.85

7/26/2019 20618 SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 1,884.00

7/26/2019 20619 SDRMA 1,379.85

7/26/2019 20620 SL PARKER CA, LLC, BUILDERS 112.62

7/26/2019 20621 CUSTOMER REFUND 8.19

7/26/2019 20622 CUSTOMER REFUND 103.63

8/23/2019 9:02:37 AM Page 3

Bighorn Desert View Water Agency 
Check Register

Check Date Range: 7/1/2019 thru 7/31/2019

Ck Date Ck No Payable To Void Check Amt
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7/26/2019 20623 CUSTOMER REFUND 52.62

7/26/2019 20624 CUSTOMER REFUND 17.93

7/26/2019 20628 NV5 , INC 5,219.00

7/30/2019 20629 BEYOND SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS 120.00

7/30/2019 20630 NV5 , INC 34,844.88

Total 279,183.07

8/23/2019 9:02:37 AM Page 4

Bighorn Desert View Water Agency 
Check Register

Check Date Range: 7/1/2019 thru 7/31/2019

Ck Date Ck No Payable To Void Check Amt
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J A S O N D J F M A M J YTD
After Hours Call Out 1
AirVac Maintenance 0
AirVac Replacement 0
Booster Repair/Maintenance 0
Bulk Stations: Maintenance 0
Customer Requested Asst 8
Reported Leaks 4
Destroy Service Line 0
Exchange Meter 15
Facility Inspections* 6
Fire Flow Test 0
Flush Deadend/Blowoffs 0
General Maintenance 1
Goat Mountain Main Line Repair 0
Goat Mountain Service Line Replacement 1
Goat Mountain Service Line Repair 1
Hangtag 14
Hydrant Maint. 1
Install New Service 2
Lock-Off's 30
Miscellaneous 4
Open New Service 27
Pressure Complaint 0
Pull Meter 0
Repair Mainline 1
Repair Service Line 6
Replace Service Line 11
Reread Meter 22
Tamper 1
Tank/Reservoir Maintenance/Repairs 0
Unlock Service 37
Valve Maintenance 0
Verify Meter Locked 6
Water Quality Issues ** 0
Well Repairs/Maint. And Water Level 0
TOTAL 199 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 199

** Includes Water Quality (taste, odor, color)

*Includes Inspections for Fire Extinguishers, Vehicles and Facilities

7/30/19
To:  Marina West
From:  Tracy Beason
Subject: Service Order Report JULY for 2019

SERVICE ORDER REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019

Page 38 of 53



DATE: 8/8/2019

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Kit Boyd

RE: JULY 2019 Production

Cubic Feet Total Gallons GPM from GPM Total

Pumped Pumped Hour Meter Flowmeter Running Time acre feet

Well 2 Well is "inactive"

Well 3 454,600 3,400,408 390              390 145.2 10.44

Well 4 Well is "inactive"

Well 6* 150,110 1,122,823 88                80 213.4 3.45

Well 7 54,980 411,250 136              136 50.4 1.26

Well 8 469,700 3,513,356 395              380 148.3 10.78

Well 9 898,100 6,717,788 436              440 256.8 20.62

Well 10 59,970 448,576 85                92 88.2 1.38

Total 2,087,460 15,614,201 288              902.3 47.92

* Well 6 new hour meter installed on July 18 2019

A Boosters 124,550 931,634 141              150 110.3

C Boosters 209,400 1,566,312 295              310 85.8

Total 333,950 2,497,946

O:\OPEN SHARE\F-PRODUCTION\New Monthly Production-2007-2018\New Monthly Production and Well Stats -
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DATE: 8/8/2019

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Kit Boyd

RE: JULY 2019 Goat Mountain Well Production

Cubic Feet Total Gallons GPM from GPM from Total

Pumped Pumped Hour Meter Flowmeter Running Time acre feet

Well GMW1 290,870 2,175,708 200              220 181.5 6.68

Well GMW2 * 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 0.00

Well GMW3 462,700 3,460,996 320              320 180.4 10.62

Total 753,570 5,636,704 260              361.9 17.30

* GMW2 pump failed, pulled 1/22/2018 and well casing found to be compromised.  Considering alternatives.

GM booster 305,800 2,287,384 220              222 173.5

GM WELL 2  INACTIVE - to be destroyed

O:\OPEN SHARE\F-PRODUCTION\New Monthly Production-2007-2018\Goat mountain production
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Approved XX-XX-2019 
 

- 1467 - 

  BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY 
    “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all customers at a 

fair and reasonable rate.”    

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
BOARD MEETING OFFICE                                                                                                                      July 23, 2019     
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.                                                                                                                   Time – 6:00 P.M.  
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285 
 
Call to Order 
Meeting convened by Board President Michael McBride at 6:00 p.m 
 
Pledge of Allegiance   
Led by Tom Floen 
 
Roll Call 
Directors Present:  Michael McBride 
    Judy Corl-Lorono 
    John R. Burkhart 
    Jo Marie McKenzie 
    J. Larry Coulombe 
     
Staff Present:   Marina West 
    Seth Kish 
    
Approval of Agenda 
Motion to approve the agenda with Closed Session and Closed Session Report removed.  
 
MSC1 Burkhart/Coulombe unanimously approved. 
  
Closed Session 
Closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 Paragraph 1 of subdivision (d) Conference 
with Legal Counsel on Existing Litigation: Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency vs Perry, Case No. 
CIVDS1715442 
 
Closed Session Report 
 
No Public Comments 
 
Public Hearing:  2019/20 Tax Bill – Delinquent Water Accounts 
General Manager West gave her report. Each May and June the Agency summarizes the report of Bad 
Debt expenses owed for the prior year period and prepares for the submission of a collections report to 
the County of San Bernardino for inclusion on the secured tax rolls. Currently, the total amount to be 
forwarded to the County of San Bernardino for collections on the 2019/2020 tax bill is $52,627.14. The 
owners of each delinquent account were sent a final notice by regular first class mail on May 9, 2019 to 
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inform them of the pending property tax lien and the amount owed to the Agency to avoid the lien and 
the Agency did not receive any letters back in protest. The Agency also posted the required public notices 
in the July 4, 2019 and July 11, 2019 Hi Desert Star newspaper.  
 
No Public Comments  
 

Motion No. 19-032 
Secretary Burkhart made a motion to approving Resolution No. 19R-08 - Confirming reports of delinquent 
accounts for Basic Service Charges, water charges, revenue bond surcharges, delinquent fees and 
processing fees AND authorizing the placement of property liens on the secured tax rolls of San Bernardino 
County for collection of delinquencies within Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency. Director Coulombe 
seconded the motion.  
 
MSC1 (Burkhart/Coulombe) unanimously approved by roll call vote 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  McBride, Corl-Lorono, Burkhart, Coulombe, McKenzie 
Nays:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent:  None 

 
Authorize Bad Debt Write-off in the Amount of $1,646.46 for Uncollectable Secured Property Tax Liens 
for Fiscal Year 2011-12 
General Manager West gave her report.  The Agency summarizes the report of Bad Debt every May and 
June and prepares for the submission of a collections report to the County of San Bernardino for inclusion 
on the secured tax rolls. In fiscal year 2011/2012, which was the third year the Agency submitted 
delinquent water bills to the secured tax roll, the amount sent to the tax roll was $36,833.00. GM West 
explained that as of June 30, 2019, 95.5% or $35,187.00 has been collected. The Agency was expecting 
the bad debt to be around $2,200.00. GM West recommended that the actual balance of $1,646.46 be 
written-off on June 30, 2019 as bad debt in accordance with the auditors recommendation to hold the 
receivable for no more than seven (7) tax cycles.  
 
No Public Comments 
 

Motion No. 19-033 
Vice President Corl-Lorono made a motion to Approval of Bad Debt expense “write-off” in the amount of 
$1,646.46 for the Fiscal Year 2011/12 lien receivable. Director Coulombe seconded the motion. 
 
MSC1 (Corl-Lorono/Coulombe) unanimously approved  
 
McBride  Y 
Corl-Lorono  Y 
Burkhart  Y 
Coulombe  Y 
McKenzie  Y 
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Review and Approval of all Agency Bad Debt Expenses “Write-Off” for Account Balances which Cannot 
be Collected as a Property Tax Lien in Accordance with Agency Policy from June 1, 2018 to Present 
General Manager West gave her report. Internal policy is to ignore all debts under $25.00 while unpaid 
debt over $25.00 but less than $125.00 may be sent to a collection company. When a debt exceeds 
$125.00 they are applied as a secured lien during the next tax bill cycle. The bad debt is $1951.16 
distributed as follows: Eight (8) accounts under $25.00, ten (10) accounts between $25.00 - $125.00 and 
five (5) accounts that exceed $125.00. GM West explained to the Board that the debts in this “write-off” 
are primarily unliened properties sold and the prior owner did not pay their closing bill. GM West 
recommended that the Board approve the bad debt “write-off” in the amount of $1,951.16.  
 
Public Comments  
 

Motion No. 19-034 
Director Coulombe made a motion to Approval of Bad Debt expenses “write-off” in the amount of 
$1,951.16 for account balances which cannot be collected thru the property lien process. Vice President 
Corl-Lorono seconded the motion. 
 
MSC1 (Coulombe/Corl-Lorono) unanimously approved 
 
McBride  Y 
Corl-Lorono  Y 
Burkhart  Y 
Coulombe  Y 
McKenzie  Y 
 
Resolution No. 19R-09 Water Standby Assessments for Improvement District Goat Mountain for Fiscal 
Year 2019-20 
General Manager West gave her report. The annexation of Improvement District Goat Mountain (ID GM) 
into Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency required the Agency to assume responsibility for the proper 
collection of revenue through fees, charges and assessments that are necessary to operate and maintain 
the water system. One revenue stream for ID GM is the stand-by fee applied to unmetered properties.  
GM West explained that this fee is the fair share to have a water system “stand-by” until the owner is 
ready to be served. When an owner decides to have a private water well, there is a benefit in having fire 
hydrants along the public right-of-way as well. GM West also explained that the anticipated non- 
operating revenue to be collected from the standby is $70,050.00 and was estimated in the Fiscal Year 
2019/20 Budget that was adopted by the Board on April 30, 2019.  
 
Director McKenzie questioned the fairness of this assessment. GM West explained that the Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) who approved the annexation, recognized the importance of the revenue 
stream to the operation of the ID GM system. Director McKenzie asked if the money that was collected 
would stay within the ID GM, GM West answered and explained that LAFCO did not impose such 
restrictions on the use of non-operating revenues.  
 
No Public Comments 

Motion No. 19-035 
Director Coulombe made a motion to Adopt Resolution No. 19R-09 Establishing Stand-by and Availability 
Fees for Water Services in Improvement District “Goat Mountain” (ID “GM”). Secretary Burkhart 
seconded the motion. 
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MSC1 (Coulombe/Burkhart) unanimously approved 
 
McBride  Y 
Corl-Lorono  Y 
Burkhart  Y 
Coulombe  Y 
McKenzie  Y 
 
Authorize General Manager to Enter into a Professional Services Agreement with Ortega Strategies for 
Website Design and Development 
General Manager West gave her report. In the Fiscal Year 2019/20, the Agency budgeted $25,000.00 in 
funds to rebuild the agency website for a full layout change and to comply with future laws regarding 
transparency. Agency staff prepared a Request for Proposal (RFP) and solicited bids from five website 
development firms, four proposals were received. The Agency reviewed and ranked the proposals and 
recommended Ortega Strategies Group (OSG) at the price of $7,500.00. This matter was brought to the 
Finance Committee on July 17, 2019 and the Committee recommended that the matter be brought to 
the full Board for final approval.  
 
Director McKenzie inquired about the maintenance of the existing website, features of the new website 
and customer access. Staff explained that OSG would be available for assistance at a rate of 
$100.00/Hour for website maintenance. No financial transactions or customer data will be available 
through the website minimizing the 3rd party security monitoring that might otherwise be required.  
 
No Public Comments 
 

Motion No. 19-036 
Director Coulombe made a motion to Authorize General Manager to execute Professional Services 
Agreement(s) with Ortega Strategies to provide design and develop a new Agency website at a cost of 
$7,500. Secretary Burkhart seconded the motion.  
 
MSC1 (Coulombe/Burkhart) unanimously approved 
 
McBride  Y 
Corl-Lorono  Y 
Burkhart  Y 
Coulombe  Y 
McKenzie  Y 
 
 
Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial and will be acted 
on by the Board at one time without discussion, unless a member of the Public or member of the Board 
requests that the item be held for discussion or further action. 
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a. Financial Statements May 2019 and June 2019 
1. Balance Sheet 
2. Budget Status 
3. Cash balance distribution Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) and/or Pacific 

Western Bank 
b. Receive and File Disbursements, June 2019 
c. Service Order Report, June 2019 
d. BDV Production Report, June 2019 
e. Goat Mtn. Production Report, June 2019 
f. June 25, 2019 Regular BOD Meeting Minutes 

 
Motion No. 19-031 

Vice-President Corl-Lorono made a motion to approve consent items a-f. Secretary Burkhart seconded the 
motion. 
 
MSC1 (Corl-Lorono/Burkhart) unanimously approved 
 
McBride  Y 
Corl-Lorono  Y 
Burkhart  Y 
Coulombe  Y 
McKenzie  Y 
 
Public Comments 
No Public Comments 
 

Board adjourned for short recess at 7:02 PM 
 

Board reconvenes at 7:06 PM 
 
 
Verbal Reports 
Director Coulombe gave his report on the Homestead Valley Community Council Meeting he attended on 
July 15, 2019.   
 
Adjournment – President Michael McBride adjourned the meeting at 7:16 P.M.          

 
 Approved by: 

 
 

                            ____________________________________ 
John R. Burkhart, Secretary of the Board 

 
MSC1 – Motion made, seconded, and carried. 
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