BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all
customers at a fair and reasonable rate.”

Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing
Committee Meeting Agenda

Committee Members: Vice President Corl-Lorono & Secretary Burkhart
BOARD MEETING OFFICE
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285

October 15, 2019
Time – 9:15 A.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLL CALL
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Discussion and Action Items - The Committee will discuss the following items, and the
Committee will consider taking action, if so inclined. The Public is invited to comment on any
item on the agenda during discussion of that item. When giving your public comment, please
have your information prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state
your name. Due to time constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes
to provide their public comment.
5. Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public Information
Committee
Committee to participate via teleconference for an update by the State Advocate of Issues
at the State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal
Level.
6. Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Application Update
7. CA Water Systems Alliance Update
8. Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial and
will be acted on by the Committee at one time without discussion, unless a member of the
Public or member of the Committee requests that the item be held for discussion or further
action.
a. Special PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, August 28, 2019
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Recommended Action:
Approve as presented (Item a):
9. Public Comment Period
Any person may address the Committee on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on items
not appearing on this agenda. When giving your public comment, please have your information
prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record then please state your name. Due to time
constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to provide their public
comment. State Law prohibits the Committee from discussing or taking action on items not
included on the agenda.
10. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings
1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports
2. General Manager’s Report
11. Adjournment
In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S.
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and time
above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has been
posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above.
As a general rule, agenda reports or other written documentation have been prepared or
organized with respect to each item of business listed on the agenda.
Copies of these materials and other disclosable public records in connection with an open
session agenda item, are also on file with and available for inspection at the Office of the
Agency Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, California, during regular business hours,
8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday. If such writings are distributed to members of
the Board of Directors on the day of a Board meeting, the writings will be available at the
entrance to the Board of Directors meeting room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.
Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org
Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are
able to express yourself adequately. Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in
order to participate in the meeting, should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315
during Agency business hours.
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Item # 5

TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:

Legal, Legislative and Public Information Committee
Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen
KP Public Affairs Agenda
October 9, 2019

1. Legislative Calendar
 October 13th: Last day for Governor to sign or veto bills.
 January 1st: Statutes take effect.
 January 6th: Legislature reconvenes.

2. Legislative Update
 SB 1 (Atkins) CA Environmental, Public Health and Worker’s Defense Act of 2019 Provides state regulatory agencies the authority to enforce Obama era Clean Air
Act, Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act and Endangered Species Act
regulations in CA in the event federal standards in place as of January 2017 change.
 Status: Vetoed by the Governor
 AB 658 (Arambula) Groundwater Recharge.
 Status: Governor’s Desk
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MEMORANDUM
To:

Legal, Legislative, and Public Information Committee

From:

Letitia White, Jean Denton, Drew Tatum, Shavenor Winters

Date:

September 30, 2019

Re:

September Monthly Legislative Update

CR Passes House, Senate as Senate Works on Individual Bills
The Senate faced a short timetable late this month with only one-week to clear a House-passed
continuing resolution to fund the government past September 30.
The Senate passed the measure (H.R. 4378—Continuing Appropriations Act, 2020, and Health
Extenders Act of 2019), by a vote of 82 to 15. Before sending the bill to the Senate, the House
passed the continuing resolution (CR) by a vote of 301-123.
The measure, now on its way to be signed by the President, will fund the government through
November 21. President Donald Trump singed the measure into law on Friday, September 27.
The CR funds the government largely at FY19 spending levels and includes a Democratic
demand that the Department of Agriculture report to Congress about the effects of the trade war
on farmers in exchange for providing funding to allow payments to farmers impacted by the
trade war along with a package of health-related extenders. It also includes directions to prevent
the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) from attempting to block funds
through rescissions. Additionally, it boots funding for the Census Bureau and the Secret Service.
While the House has passed 10 of its 12 bills out of the chamber, the Senate has not yet passed
any of its bills. However, the Senate Committee on Appropriations has succeeded in advancing a
total of 10 of its 12 bills out of committee, leaving only the Labor-HHS and Military
Construction-VA Appropriations bills to be considered by the committee.
Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard Shelby (R-AL) has mentioned that a full-year stopgap
is a possibility, noting that Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin offered to accept that outcome
during budget negotiations earlier this summer. Chairman Shelby has said no one in Congress
seems to want a full-year continuing resolution, but it remains an option.
Chairman Shelby met with President Trump at the White House on Friday, September 27 to
discuss a path forward on the appropriations process. After the meeting, Shelby indicated that he
planned to spend the recess during the first two week of October negotiating a slate of 302(b)
allocations with the House so that a final package or packages of bills could be negotiated in the
coming weeks.

511 C Street, NE • Washington, DC 20002 • 202-347-5990 • Fax 202-347-5941

Innovative Federal Strategies LLC
One bill that advanced during the month was the Energy and Water Appropriations bill. Included
in the legislation was $134 million for the WIIN Section 4007 water storage program. Other
Bureau-wide programs would receive the following funding under the Senate bill:
Program

Budget
Request

WaterSMART Grants
Water Conservation Field Services
Program
Cooperative Watershed Management

$10 million
$1.570
million
$250
thousand
$2 million
$2.901
million
$3 million

Basin Studies
Dough Response and Comprehensive
Drought Plans
Title XVI Water Reclamation & Reuse
Program

House
Committee
Recommendation
$60 million
$4.149 million

Senate
Committee
Recommendation
$60 million
$4.179 million

$2.250 million

$5.25 million

$5.2 million
$9 million

$5.2 million
$4 million

$63.617 million

$65.017 million

The Senate Appropriations Committee has also passed the EPA-Interior bill which includes
fiscal 2020 EPA-Interior funding and the Senate bill would increase EPA funding by $161
million to $9.01 billion. That is below the EPA budget of a near-record $9.5 billion that the
Democratic-controlled House passed in its version on June 25 (H.R. 3055).
Of note, the spending bill provides no funding for Trump administration efforts to relocate the
Bureau of Land Management’s headquarters to Grand Junction, Colorado and move some
Washington staff to other BLM offices. It also doesn’t provide for the president’s plan to
reorganize the Interior Department. The House-passed EPA-Interior spending bill also zeroed out
such funding.
The Senate Appropriations Committee also passed the Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development bill. The $74.3 billion spending measure provides appropriations for the U.S.
Department of Transportation, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and related
agencies. The bill is $3.2 billion above FY2019 enacted levels. The subcommittee
recommendation targets funding toward improving our nation’s transportation and housing
infrastructure, continuing to improve our air traffic control system and aircraft certification
processes, and maintaining rental assistance and community development programs.
The measure included:






$1 billion for Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grants.
$13.0 billion for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).
$3.3 billion for the Community Development Block Grant formula program;
$25 million for pilot program to help individuals in recovery from a substance abuse
disorder become stably housed;
$1.3 billion for the HOME program; and
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$2.8 billion for homeless assistance programs and the bill also includes several provisions
to improve HUD’s delivery of housing and services to particularly vulnerable
populations, including veterans, youth, and survivors of domestic violence.

After Policy Changes, House Chairman to Investigate EPA Water Office
Earlier this month, officials from the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers repealed an
Obama administration rule which updated the 1972 Clean Water Act definition of “waters of the
United States”, which had expanded protection to wetlands and streams that are disconnected
from navigable rivers. The 2015 rule reviewed more than 1,200 studies on small streams and
wetlands and found that they're critical to the health of downstream rivers.
The original definition of "waters of the United States" mainly covered large rivers, their
tributaries, and adjacent wetlands. The Clean Water Act requires industrial and municipal
polluters discharging to these rivers to obtain permits from the EPA and the 2015 update
expanded those regulations to include smaller streams and wetlands. The repeal will soon be
followed by a rule change, and the replacement text would basically revert to the '70s-level
protections.
Officials have stated that the change would remove a current "regulatory patchwork"—the 2015
update only applies to 22 states, Washington D.C. and U.S. territories because other states have
challenged the rule in court. In a press release, EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler said
redefining "waters of the United States" would "provide greater regulatory certainty for farmers,
landowners, home builders, and developers nationwide."
In response to this move and a few rules changes the Administration has considered pursuing the
Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee said he is outraged by the
EPA’s efforts to roll back environmental protections on water, and he plans to ratchet up
congressional oversight on the administration.
Representative Peter DeFazio (D-OR), Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, said he will conduct more investigations and refer more items to the agency’s
Inspector General moving forward.
A focus of DeFazio’s ire was David Ross, assistant administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Office of Water. At a September hearing in one of his subcommittees,
DeFazio peppered Ross with questions about the agency’s recent decision to repeal the Obamaera policy that defined which bodies of water qualify for federal protections.
“I will use every tool available to me” on this issue, DeFazio said in a brief interview outside of
the hearing. “I remember when rivers were burning. I remember when the rivers were full of
sewage. I feel very passionately about this.”

PFAS Legislative Timelines Not Feasible, EPA Says
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Legislation that would require the EPA to designate all PFAS as hazardous substances within
one year isn’t feasible, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler said
September 26.
Wheeler referred to H.R. 535, introduced by Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-MI) in January. The
provision to designate all PFAS as hazardous is now included in the House’s National Defense
Authorization Act (H.R. 2500).
The CERCLA, or Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act,
provision has been backed twice by the House and is supported by 53 Senators, said Michal
Freedhoff, minority oversight director for the Senate Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
That one-year requirement would bypass the agency’s existing rules for determining what is
hazardous, Wheeler said. It also would designate thousands of chemicals, “for which we do not
yet have adequate scientific data,” as hazardous, and it would lump into that classification newer
PFAS chemicals that previous administrations reviewed and found to not pose an unreasonable
risk, Wheeler added.
“We do not have the data necessary to evaluate the cleanups that would be required by this bill,”
which would put a label ahead of the science and be nearly impossible to implement, said
Wheeler. The EPA estimates there are 602 PFAS in commerce, and another 1,200 have been in
commerce historically. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development estimates
there are about 4,700 PFAS.
“You cannot use the same cleanup technology for all compounds,” Wheeler said. Different
PFAS require different filters and other cleanup methods, he said. He is concerned that the
science to understand what technologies could work for different compounds won’t be available
within the year timeline prescribed in the legislation.

States Challenge Trump Administration on ESA Policy
Eighteen state attorneys general and the city of New York filed a lawsuit on September 25
challenging the Trump administration’s rollback of Endangered Species Act protections.
The weakening of protections is arbitrary, capricious, unauthorized, and unlawful under several
federal acts, according to the lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of
California. California Attorney General Xavier Becerra and attorneys general from
Massachusetts and Maryland led the state coalition.
“As we face the unprecedented threat of a climate emergency, now is the time to strengthen our
planet’s diversity, not to destroy it,” Becerra said in a news release. “The only thing we want to
see extinct are the beastly policies of the Trump Administration putting our ecosystems in critical
danger.”
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The suit challenges a decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine
Fisheries Service to finalize three rules related to requirements of the Endangered Species Act
that the attorneys general say will put protected species at risk of extinction.
The suit names the two agencies, as well as Interior Secretary David Bernhardt and Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross. Commerce declined comment and an Interior spokesman said the agency
was unwavering in its stance.
“These are long overdue and necessary regulatory changes that will recover more imperiled
species facing extinction than previously accomplished over the span of this law,” Interior
spokesman Nick Goodwin wrote in an email. “We will see them in court, and we will be
steadfast in our implementation of this important act to improve conservation efforts across the
country.”
The announced revisions nix the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service‘s long-standing “blanket rule,”
which automatically gives threatened species the same protections as higher-priority endangered
species, such as a ban on killing or harming them. They also allow the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine Fisheries Service to include economic costs in their listing decisions.
The suit says the revised rules put species at risk, including by excluding public input on
environmental impacts, and expanding exemptions for designating critical habitats.

House, Senate Pass Legislation on Clean, Drinking Water Fund Transfers
The House and Senate this month have passed legislation that would permit states to transfer
certain funds from the clean water revolving fund allocated to their state to their drinking water
revolving fund.
The legislation would provide the transfer authority for a period of one year beginning on the
date of enactment. States will be required to consult with the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and make a determination that available funds in the clean water revolving
fund of the State are necessary to address a threat to public health as a result of heightened
exposure to lead in drinking water.
Transfers will be limited to no more than 5 percent of the cumulative clean water revolving funds
provided in the form of federal grant dollars. Funds transferred must be used to provide
additional subsidy to eligible recipients in the form of forgiveness of principal, negative interest
loans, or grants (or any combination of these).

House Holds Hearing on Proposed Reorganization of the Bureau of Land Management
The House Committee on Natural Resources held a hearing this month to discuss the Proposed
Reorganization and Relocation of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) headquarters to
Grand Junction, Colorado.
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In mid-July, it was announced that BLM will move its headquarters and 27 top staffers to Grand
Junction. Of the 550 positions the department studied, 61 will stay in the Washington area,
including jobs related to budget, legislative affairs and regulatory issues.
During the hearing, arguments opposed to the BLM reorganization consisted of personnel
concerns with members stating that the move will push top level career experts to leave their
roles rather than uproot their families, and a lack of consultation with local tribes. Democrats on
the committee expressed concern that the Administration is trying to “undermine public lands
heritage” according to Chairman Grijalva.
The personnel issue was a large concern by many of the members who stated that Grand Junction
is not as accessible as a larger urban area and would cause a lack of coordination with BLM
staff. In an effort to incentivize BLM staff, the agency is offering a 25% lump-sum pay incentive
for its Washington-based staff to relocate to the West according to an email sent to staff by
agency leadership.
Arguments in favor of the reorganization highlighted that the move would bring BLM closer to
the land that the organization is responsible for and would lead to an improvement of
accountability and efficiency. “I have a new client, and my client is the American people,”
Acting Bureau of Land Management Director William Pendley said, adding later that “I love
America’s public lands” and “wholesale” transfer or disposal of public lands is off the table.
The hearing was solely for oversight purposes; there is no current legislation to stop the BLM
move to Grand Junction. Yet some Democrats have vowed to do so through the appropriations
process, but it’s not yet clear whether they will have the votes or time to accomplish that.

Government Accountability Office Releases Findings on Dept. of Interior Fee Usage
Earlier this month, the nonpartisan Government Accountability Office (GAO) concluded that the
Trump administration illegally used national park fees to keep parks open during the 35-day
government shutdown in December and January.
The GAO said the Interior Department violated federal appropriations law by using entrance fees
paid by visitors to national parks, which are supposed to go toward their maintenance and
enhancement.
During the partial government shutdown that impacted most of the Interior Department between
December 22, 2018, and January 25, 2019, the National Park Service (NPS) was directed to keep
national parks accessible, keeping minimal staff on site. That raised concerns for NPS employees
over public safety and resource protection.
During the shutdown, parks like Joshua Tree and Yosemite in California that remained open with
limited staff faced sanitation and health issues like overflowing toilets and trash cans.
The GAO investigation stemmed from a request from Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) and
Chairwoman Betty McCollum (D-MN) of the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, who
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both had raised concerns that keeping the national parks partially open was aimed at “limiting
the public relations fallout” of the shutdown.
The Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA) requires fees collected at national
parks to be used for their maintenance and improvement.
The GAO determined the Interior Department needed to report its violation to Congress and
outline steps to prevent it from repeating similar violations.

Centrist House Democrats Call for Bipartisan Climate Approach
A coalition of centrist House Democrats are seeking for greater bipartisanship in the climate
debate, as Republicans question whether the majority’s proposals will achieve reasonable results
and left-leaning groups criticize the approach as too weak.
The New Democrat Coalition unveiled a statement of principles on Wednesday, September 18
along with a list of 12 bills—seven of them bipartisan—that they believe will offer concrete
solutions to climate change.
The bills offered in the principles document include: the Climate Action Now Act; Climate
Security Intelligence Act; Nuclear Energy Leadership Act; Clean Industrial Technology Act;
Advanced Research Projects Agency Reauthorization Act; USE IT Act; Clean Energy Standard
Act; Super Pollutants Act; National Ocean and Coastal Security Improvements Act; and
RECLAIM Act of 2019.
The policy recommendations set a goal of reaching net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
at the latest, a target that is in line with House Democratic leaders on the Energy and Commerce
Committee.
It stops short of the broader vision of the Green New Deal, a House resolution introduced by
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) that calls for the rapid transformation of the economy
away from fossil fuels over the next decade.
“Rather than create a list of aspirational goals that we don’t feel are clearly defined and don’t
have legislation behind them, we decided to roll up our sleeves and come up with an initial
platform of legislation and build on that,” Rep. Elaine Luria (D-VA), co-chair of the coalition’s
climate change task force, said.

Disagreements Between California, Administration Grow on Air, Water, Homelessness
The Trump administration announced on Thursday, September 19 that it is rescinding
California’s authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles. The move comes
in the form of a waiver that underpins California’s power to set vehicle greenhouse gas standard
separately from the federal standard.
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The EPA said it won’t wait for a review by its science advisers before forging ahead with the
effort according to Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler told
skeptical lawmakers last week at a House Science, Space, and Technology Committee hearing.
The Trump administration has a steep hill to climb before it can revoke a waiver that allows
California to set separate rules that govern auto emissions. President Trump and his
administration have made rolling back Obama-era regulatory issues a signature of his
presidency.
The Department of Transportation and the Environmental Protection Agency announced that
they were doing away with the 2013 carveout, which was one of President Barack Obama’s
signature measures to contain climate change.
But legal experts say that California, which formally filed suit alongside 23 other states, has a
strong case that the administration’s move is unlawful. And, they say, there is virtually no way in
which the legal fight is over before the 2020 presidential election, meaning voters will also get a
say in the matter.
The legal battle raises novel questions about the Clean Air Act, a landmark piece of legislation
signed into law in 1963, that will be tested for the first time in this case. The case is expected to
go all the way to the Supreme Court.
“California will continue its advance toward a cleaner future. We’re prepared to defend the
standards that make that promise a reality,” California Attorney General Xavier Becerra said in a
statement before the administration made the official announcement.
A separate issue that is likely to be litigated is whether California’s emissions standards are fueleconomy standards. The Energy Policy and Conservation Act allows the federal government to
preempt state laws that regulate fuel economy in order to ensure standard rules across the
country.
In addition to setting auto emissions standards, the Environmental Protection Agency also took
issue with California air and water standards in two letters sent to state officials during the week
of September 23.
The first notified California that it has failed to file complete plans for fighting conventional air
pollution and may lose highway funding as punishment. “If California doesn’t work with the
U.S. EPA to develop complete, approved plans for implementing federal air quality standards -and withdraw unapproved plans now pending with the agency -- it could be hit with highway
funding sanctions and other consequences, EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler wrote. “We
certainly want to avoid these statutory triggers,” he wrote, “but our foremost concern must be
ensuring clean air for all Americans.”
The second was sent on September 27 to Governor Gavin Newsom outlining concerns that
California’s implementation of federal environmental laws is failing to meet its obligations under
delegated federal programs, especially as they relate to homelessness.
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EPA alleges that California is allowing pollution tied to state’s homelessness crisis to foul nearby
waterways. Wheeler demanded California outline its plans for tackling the problem and accused
California of failing to meet its obligations to protect the environment by inadequately treating
wastewater and allowing sewage from homeless people to seep into waterways.
The EPA’s letter, which falls short of a formal enforcement action, gives Newsom 30 days to
respond.
Separate from the EPA letter on water quality issues, Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Ben Carson rebuffed California Governor Gavin Newsom’s request for more federal
money to combat a homelessness crisis, instead demanding the state revise its housing
regulations and crack down on undocumented immigration.
Newsom and mayors of the state’s largest cities wrote President Donald Trump as he prepared to
visit the state in September to request more federal rent vouchers and other aid. Trump has
directed his government to explore ways to combat the homelessness crisis, particularly in Los
Angeles; one possibility Carson’s agency has considered is relocating people from the streets to
vacant federal properties, according to administration officials.
Carson said in his letter nearly 500,000 California households already receive some type of
federal housing assistance, and subsidies per tenant are 38% higher than the national average. He
said that Los Angeles alone -- where many freeway overpasses and public parks have become
encampments -- is home to 19% of the nation’s entire homeless population. “Federal taxpayers
are clearly doing their part to help solve the crisis,” Carson wrote. “California cannot spend its
way out of this problem using federal funds.”
Instead, Carson said the state must allow police officers to refer homeless people to social
services workers. It must increase its psychiatric hospital services, possibly through additional
federal funding. And it must end so-called “sanctuary city” policies that he said encourage
undocumented immigrants to travel to the state and seek government services.

Congress Votes to Overturn Wall Emergency, President to Veto
Congress for the second time this year rebuked President Donald Trump for raiding military
spending accounts to fund his border wall. The House, in a 236-174 vote Friday, September 27,
sent the president a resolution to cancel the national emergency declaration that Trump used to
divert $3.6 billion in military construction funds toward the wall this year. The Senate approved
the same measure, S.J. Res. 54, on a 54 to 41 vote earlier the same week.
The president vetoed a similar measure earlier this year and has indicated he will do the same
when this resolution reaches his desk. The earlier measure passed the House in February on a
245-182 vote—like Friday’s tally, well short of the two-thirds majority needed to override a
presidential veto.
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“The president chose his wall over our national security and the needs of our servicemembers
and their families,” said Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey (D-NY). “Congressional
Democrats have repeatedly made clear – including in our appropriations bills – that we will not
give this president a blank check by backfilling these projects.”
Trump took the extraordinary approach of redirecting taxpayer money after Congress approved
only one-quarter of the $5.7 billion he sought for the wall in the wake of a 35-day government
shutdown early this year. Another standoff over one of Trump’s central campaign promises
could derail the next round of talks to avoid another shutdown when short-term funding ends.
The decision to stage a second rebuke came after the Pentagon released the list of projects
affected by Trump’s move and revealed that Republican-held as well as Democratic-held
districts would be affected.

Pressure for Gun Control Debate Increases in Senate
A group of top business leaders this month urged the Senate to take action on gun control.
“Doing nothing about America’s gun violence crisis is simply unacceptable and it is time to
stand with the American public on gun safety," the CEOs from 145 companies including Twitter,
Uber and Bloomberg LP wrote in the letter.
The executives are calling for the Senate to expand background checks on gun sales and
strengthen so-called red-flag laws.
"The Senate must follow the House's lead by passing bipartisan legislation that would update the
background checks law, helping to keep guns out of the hands of people who shouldn't have
them, in an effort to save lives," they wrote. "Background checks on all gun sales are a commonsense solution with overwhelming public support and are a critical step toward stemming the gun
violence epidemic in this country."
Pressure has grown on Congress to pass gun control legislation after three deadly mass shootings
in August, with business executives becoming more vocal on the issue. The letter signals the
most concerted effort by major companies to enter into a debate that was once considered off
limits.
The president has been careful not to tip his hand for weeks about potential policy responses, but
Senators say he’s open to expanding background checks — a potential momentum shift for gun
legislation that has stalled on Capitol Hill for years.
However, Senate conservatives are warning President Trump, and their own leaders, to tread
carefully in the gun control debate to expand background checks for firearms sales. The House
passed a background check law earlier this year, but it has not been considered in the
Republican-controlled Senate.
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Bill Number
(linked to the
legislation on
Congress.gov)

Sponsor/ Cosponsor

Status of the 12 annual
appropriations bills in the
House

Title and/or Summary

The two remaining bills have advanced
through the House Appropriations
Committee and await action by the full
House.

The House has passed 10 of its 12 annual
appropriations bills in three pieces of
legislation. The first 9 passed in 2 separate
minibus packages and the final bill went on
its own.

Summary/Status

Not yet completed:
Homeland Security; and
Legislative Branch.

H.R.3351, Stand alone legislation
(passed 224-196):
Financial Services.

H.R.3055, Second minibus
(passed 227 - 194):
Agriculture;
Commerce-Justice-Science;
Military Construction - VA;
Interior-Environment; and
Transportation-HUD.

H.R.2740, First minibus
(passed 226 - 203):
Defense;
Energy and Water:
Labor-HHS; and
State-Foreign Operations.

Latest Action

Continuing Resolution

H.R. 4378

Rep. Nita Lowey (D- NY)

Status of the 12 annual
appropriations bills in the
Senate

n/a

The legislation also includes anomalies
related to the Census Bureau, Secret
Service, reimbursement for farmers under
the Commodity Credit Corporation, among
others.

The legislation includes several temporary
extensions that run the length of the
Continuing Resolution (CR), including the
National Flood Insurance Program, the
Export-Import Bank, the E-verify program,
and other immigration authorities.

The Senate has not yet introduced or
passed any of its twelve annual
appropriations bills.

The Senate is expected to consider the
legislation ahead of the October two
week district work period.

The House passed the measure by a vote
of 301 to 123 on September 19.

The House introduced a Continuing
Resolution (CR) with limited anomalies to
extend federal government funding
through November 21 and avoid a
government shutdown.

On September 18 the Senate attempted
to begin consider of the first House
minibus consisting of following
appropriations bills: Defense; Energy and
Water:
Labor-HHS; and State-Foreign
Operations. The attempt failed to gain
enough votes for cloture and Senate
consideration.

In total the Senate Appropriations
Committee has advanced six of its twelve
bills: Agriculture, Defense, Energy and
Water, Financial Services, Interior and
Environment, Transportation and
Housing.

Rep. Betty McCollum
(D-MN)

Sen. Mike Braun
(R-IN)

Rep. John Garamendi
(D-CA)

H.R. 1695

S. 2356

H.R. 1764

The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor
ship.

The measure would create a new WOTUS
The legislation was introduced on the
definition the void the previous Obama era
Define WOTUS Act of 2019
July 31 and referred to the Committee on
definition that is currently tied up in
Environment and Public Works.
litigation.
Introduced on March 15 and then
referred to the Subcommittee on Water
The legislation would amend the Federal
The bill to amend the
Resources and Environment.
Water Pollution Control Act with respect to
Federal Water Pollution Act
permitting terms, and for other purposes.
This legislation has bipartisan cosponsor
ship.

Community Services Block The legislation would amend the
Grant Reauthorization Act of Community Services Block Grant Act to
2019
reauthorize and modernize the Act.

The measure was introduced in the
House on March 12, 2019 to the House
Committee on Education and Labor.

S. 1790

Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK)
Note: Included a rider on
PFAS

National Defense
Authorization Act, 2020

This year, the legislation included legislation
aimed at addressing the risks and
challenges associated with per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). This
provision will ensure that the EPA sets a
national drinking water standard for PFAS
and PFOS. It will also require industrial
manufactures and users to notify the public
when PFAS chemicals are released into the
environment. The EPA will also have to
issue guidance on how to dispose of and
destroy PFAS. The legislation also provides
authorization for funding for monitoring
and sampling, and requires better
interagency coordination on PFAS
chemicals.

The National Defense Authorization Act,
2020 is the annual authorization for
Defense programs.

Both chambers have proceeded to
conference on their respective measures,
with the House and Senate naming
conferees to reconciled differences.

Passed the Senate on Thursday, June 27,
2019, though an amendment vote was
held the following day.

H.R. 1508 / S.
146

H.R.1497

Rep. Blumenauer (D-OR) /
Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND)

The House bill was introduced on March
5 and then referred to the House
Committee on Ways and Means.

Introduced on March 6 and referred to
the Subcommittee on Water Resources
and Environment of the House
Transportation Committee.

The Senate bill was introduced in the
Senate on January 16th and referred to
the Senate Committee on Finance.

Note: All tax issues are likely to be
addressed as part of a larger tax package.
The measure would amend the Internal
The Ways and Means Committee is
Move America Act of 2019 Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for Move
considering forming a tax extenders
America bonds and Move America credits.
package, which would be the most likely
venue for this legislation.

State Management Assistance: Section
106(a);
Water Quality Protection
Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR)
Watershed Pilot Projects: Section 122(c);
and Job Creation Act of 2019
Alternative Water Source Projects Pilot
Program: Section 220(d);
Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse
Municipal Grants: Section 221(f)1); and
State Water Pollution Control Revolving
Funds.

Reauthorizes sections of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act that provide grants to
States and interstate agencies, including:

Rep. Mark Takano (D-CA)

Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)

H.R. 1744

S.1689

The bill was introduced on March 13 and
The bill would provide for the consideration the referred to the Committee on Energy
of energy storage systems by electric
and Commerce, and in addition to the
utilities as part of a supply side resource
Subcommittee on Energy of the
process, and for other purposes.
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology.

Allows States to transfer certain funds from
the clean water revolving fund of a State to
the drinking water revolving fund of the
A bill to permit States to State in certain circumstances, and for
transfer certain funds from other purposes. The authority is valid for
the clean water revolving one year and must be requested by states
Passed the House and Senate. Legislation
fund of a State to the
in consultation with the EPA administrator
has been sent to the President, where it
drinking water revolving to transfer no more than 5% of the clean
is expected to be signed.
fund of the State in certain water funds to drinking water funds after a
circumstances, and for other determination that available funds in the
purposes.
clean water revolving fund of the State are
necessary to address a threat to public
health as a result of heightened exposure to
lead in drinking water.

S.T.O.R.A.G.E. Act (Storage
Technology for Operational
Readiness And Generating
Energy Act)
Energy Storage Systems by
Electric Utilities

Rep. Grace Napolitano (DCA)

Rep. Scott Tipton (R-CO)

H.R.1162

H.R.579

This bill would prohibit the conditioning of
any permit, lease, or other use agreement
Water Rights Protection Act on the transfer of any water right to the
of 2019
United States by the Secretaries of the
Interior and Agriculture, and for other
purposes.

This legislation would create a competitive
grant program for the funding of water
recycling and reuse projects by raising the
authorization cap for the Title XVI program
Water Recycling Investment
from $50 million to $500 million. The
and Improvement Act
legislation would also raise the
authorization cap from $20 million to $30
million for the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act.

A similar amendment was submitted to
the House Rules Committee for
consideration in the InteriorEnvironment Appropriations bill, but was
not made in order by the Committee for
floor consideration.

Introduced in the House on January 15th.
Referred to the Conservation and
Forestry Subcommittee of the Agriculture
Committee on 2/7 and to the Water,
Oceans, and Wildlife Subcommittee of
the House Natural Resources Committee
on 2/4.

The House Natural Resources
Subcommittee on Water, Oceans, and
Wildlife held a hearing on the legislation
on June 13.

Introduced in the House on February 13.

Rep. Scott Peters
(D-CA)

Sen. Cory Gardner (R-CO) /
Rep. Ken Buck (R-CO)

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) /
Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

H. R. 855

S. 361/H.R. 807

H.R. 420

S.420 /H.R.
1120

Introduced in the House and referred to
the Subcommittee on Economic
Development, Public Buildings, and
Emergency Management of the House
Transportation Committee on February
7th.

Marijuana Revenue and
Regulation Act

Regulate Marijuana Like
Alcohol Act

A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to provide for the taxation and
regulation of marijuana products, and for
other purposes.

Introduced in the House on February 8th
and was referred to the Committees on
Judiciary, Agriculture, and Natural
Resources.

The bill was introduced in the Senate on
February 7th and was referred to the
Finance Committee.

Introduced in the House on January 9th
The bill would decriminalize marijuana and
and referred to the Committees on
sets up legal framework to regulate
Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means,
marijuana.
Natural Resources, and Agriculture.

The measure would work to amend the
Introduced and referred to the
Water and Agriculture Tax Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to facilitate
Committee on Finance (Senate) and
Reform Act of 2019
water leasing and water transfers to
Ways and Means Committee (House).
promote conservation and efficiency.

The bill would work to minimize the
economic and social costs resulting from
losses of life, property, well-being, business
STRONG (Strengthening the activity, and economic growth associated
Resiliency of our Nation on with extreme weather events by ensuring
the Ground Act) Act
that the United States is more resilient to
the impacts of extreme weather events in
the short- and long-term, and for other
purpose

H.R. 2313

H.R.34

Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CA)

The measure would amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
Water Conservation Rebate exclusion for certain conservation subsidies
Tax Parity Act
to include subsidies for water conservation
or efficiency measures and storm water
management measures.

The legislation would ensure consideration
of water intensity in the Department of
Energy’s energy research, development,
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson Energy and Water Research
and demonstration programs to help
(D-TX)
Integration Act of 2019
guarantee efficient, reliable, and
sustainable delivery of energy and clean
water resources.

Note: All tax issues are likely to be
addressed as part of a larger tax package.
The Ways and Means Committee is
considering forming a tax extenders
package, which would be the most likely
venue for this legislation.

The bill was introduced in the House on
April 12 and then referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

The bill was introduced in the House on
January 3rd. It was marked up and
ordered to be reported by the House
Science and Technology Committee on
May 1, 2019 and was passed by the
House on July 23, 2019 by voice vote. On
July 24, the bill was referred to the
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

H.R.1747

Rep. Rob Whittman (R-VA)

National Fish Habitat
Conservation Through
Partnerships Act

The measure aims to achieve measurable
habitat conservation results through
strategic actions of Fish Habitat
Partnerships that lead to better fish habitat
conditions and increased fishing
opportunities, establish a consensus set of
national conservation strategies as a
A hearing has been held in the House
framework to guide future actions and
Natural Resources Committee on the
investment by Fish Habitat Partnerships,
legislation.
broaden the community of support for fish
habitat conservation, fill gaps in the
National Fish Habitat Assessment and the
associated database of the National Fish
Habitat Assessment, and communicate to
the public and conservation partners.

S.1419

Sen. James Lankford (R-OK)

Early Participation in
Regulations Act

The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor
ship.

On September 10, the bill was placed on
the Senate Legislative Calendar under
General Orders.

On May 13, the bill was introduced into
the Senate. It was then referred to the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs. Hearings on the
bill were held in both the Committee on
Homeland Security and the Committee
on Small Business. On July 19 the
The legislation would direct agencies to
Committee on Homeland Security and
issue advanced notices for rules costing
Governmental Affairs ordered the
more than $100 million annually. The bill
measure to be reported favorably with
would require agencies must outline the
an amendment in the nature of a
problem the rule intends to solve and listen
substitute.
to the public’s input on the subject.

The bill would require the Secretary of the
Treasury to collect data and issue a report
on the opportunity zone tax incentives
The legislation was introduced in the
enacted by the 2017 tax reform legislation. Senate on May 7, 2019 and referred to
Reinstate Opportunity Zone
the Finance Committee.
Data Mandates
The reporting requirements were part of
the original legislation as introduced, but
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor
they were not incorporated in H.R.1 (the
ship.
tax package) when it was advanced in the
House and Senate.

Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)
and Tim Scott (R-SC)

S. 1344

The measure was later referred to the
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral
Resources were a hearing was held on
the legislation.
The
legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship.

Rep. Paul A. Gosar (R-AZ)

H.R. 3794

The bill would work to promote the
development of renewable energy on
public lands

Public Land Renewable
Energy Development Act of
2019

The measure was introduced in the
House on July 17, 2019 and was then
referred to both the Committee on
Natural Resources and the Committee on
Agriculture. A hearing on the bill was held
on July 25 by the Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources. On
August 9th, the bill was referred to the
Subcommittee on Conservation and
Energy of the House Agriculture
Committee.

H.J.Res.31

Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2019 (Conference
Reports for the Agriculture,
Commerce-Justice-Science,
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D- Financial Services-General
CA)
Government, InteriorEnvironment, State-Foreign
Operations, and
Transportation-HUD
Appropriations bills).

The House and Senate came to an
agreement on a Conference Report for the
7 remaining FY19 appropriations bills after
holding an official conference on the FY19
Homeland Security Appropriations bill. The
Homeland Security section contained
approximately $1.3 billion for border
fending in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas
and slight reduction in funding for ICE
detention beds. The other 6 appropriations
bills contained conference reports similar to
those that had been previously been
released.

Enacted Legislation

The bill was introduced on January 22nd
and was passed by both the Senate and
the House before being signed into law
on February 15th. This bill's enactment
finalized full year funding for all federal
agencies for fiscal year 2019 through
September 30, 2019.

S.47

Santa Ana River Wash Plan
Land Exchange Act

Bureau of Reclamation
Transparency Act

Included the following
provisions:
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK)
California Desert Protection
and Recreation Act of 2019

Natural Resources
Management Act (renamed
the John D. Dingell, Jr.
Conservation, Management,
and Recreation Act)

This bill sets forth provisions regarding
various programs, projects, activities, and
studies for the management and
conservation of natural resources on
federal lands. Specifically, the bill
addresses:
Land conveyances, exchanges, acquisitions,
withdrawals, and transfers; the Santa Ana
River Wash Plan Land Exchange Act;
national parks, monuments, memorials,
wilderness areas, other conservation and
recreation areas; and federal reclamation
projects. For California, the legislation
included the Santa Ana River Wash Plan
Land Exchange Act and the California Desert
Protection and Recreation Act of 2019,
which was a compromise between
individual bills introduced by Senator
Dianne Feinstein and Congressman Paul
Cook in previous Congresses.

Introduced in the Senate on January 8th.
The legislation passed the Senate by a
vote 92 - 8 on February 12th. The
measure was then taken up by the House
and passed by a vote of 363-62. The bill
was signed into law by President Trump
on March 12, 2019.

H.R. 2157

Rep. Nita Lowey (D- NY)

Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2019

The Senate rejected the underlying
legislation by failing to invoke cloture on
the legislation as well as a substitute
amendment due to disagreements over
Puerto Rico and, after several attempts,
later passed an alternative supplemental
measure totaling $19.1 billion.
The House passed the $19.1 billion
disaster relief package by a vote of 35458 on June 3. The measure was signed
into law on June 6.

This bill provides $19.1 billion in FY2019
supplemental appropriations to several
federal departments and agencies for
expenses related to the consequences of
recent wildfires, hurricanes, volcanos,
earthquakes, typhoons, and other natural
disasters.
The funding provided by this bill is
designated as emergency spending, which is
exempt from discretionary spending limits
and other budget enforcement rules.

H.R. 3877

Rep. John Yarmuth (D-KY)

Bipartisan Budget Act of
2019

The 2-year proposal calls for increasing the
discretionary spending caps for fiscal years
2020 and 2021 above the levels set in the
Budget Control Act of 2011. The
compromise would increase fiscal 2020
spending limits on non-defense programs
by $24.5 billion over current levels, to
$621.5 billion. Defense spending caps for
fiscal 2020 would be increased by $19.5
billion over current levels, to $666.5 billion.
Another $71.5 billion would be included in
the OCO fund, an increase of $2.5 billion
over the current OCO level.

The measure would amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, to establish a congressional budget
for fiscal years 2020 and 2021 and to
temporarily suspend the debt limit for two
years- through July 31, 2021. Once the debt
ceiling suspension lifts in 2021, the measure
would not prohibit the Treasury
Department from utilizing extraordinary
measures.

The measure was then considered and
passed the House with a vote of 284 to
149. The Senate followed suit and passed
the measure on August 1, 2019 with a
vote of 67 to 28. The President signed
the measure into on August 2, 2019.

The legislation was introduced in the
House on July 23, 2019 and then referred
to the Committee on the Budget, and in
addition to the Committees on Rules, and
Ways and Means.

Consent Items

BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all
customers at a fair and reasonable rate.”

Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security
Standing Committee Special Meeting Minutes

Committee Members: Vice President Corl-Lorono & Secretary Burkhart
BOARD MEETING OFFICE
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285

August 28, 2019
Time – 9:15 A.M.

Call to Order
Vice President Corl-Lorono called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M.
Pledge of Allegiance
Led by John Burkhart
Roll Call
Directors:
Staff:

Judy Corl-Lorono
John R. Burkhart
Seth Kish
Marina West

Approval of the Agenda
Secretary Burkhart and Vice President Corl-Lorono approved the agenda as presented.
Review Audio Recording of Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative
and Public Information Committee held on August 20th, 2019.
Committee reviewed audio recording of Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public
Information Committee conference call for an update by the State Advocate of Issues at the
State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level.
No Public Comment
Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Application Update
General Manager West gave an update to the Committee regarding the Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant
Application. The funding opportunity has a little less than $8,000,000.00 to be distributed in the
Colorado Region of the State Water Resources Control Board. The Agency chose to request
funding for the replacement well at Goat Mountain because of the low cost of the project
($500,000.00) and simple CA Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) processes.
No Public Comment
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California Water Systems Alliance (CWSA) Update
General Manager West gave her report. The California Water Systems Alliance (CWSA) is
organizing a trip to Sacramento to talk to the State Board Staff regarding chromium-6,
perfluoroalkyl (PFAS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA). CWSA is advocating for a polluter-pays
approach and a reporting method for PFAS/PFOA that would not needlessly alarm the public
without proving any solutions that could be taken. GM West mentioned that testing for PFAS is
expensive and smaller agencies would be more effected by having to test.
No Public Comment
Consent Items
a. Regular PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, July 16, 2019
No Public Comment
Vice President Corl-Lorono and Secretary Burkhart approved the minutes as presented.
Public Comment Period
No Public Comment
Verbal Reports
Vice President Corl-Lorono gave a report on her attendance to Sacramento with the California
Water Systems Alliance.
Adjournment – Vice President Corl-Lorono adjourned the meeting at 10:30 AM

Approved by:
____________________________________
Vice President Corl-Lorono, Committee Chair
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