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Meeting Agenda
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Note Location: Agency Administrative Office

622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley CA 92284

Committee Members: Director Corl-Lorono & Director Burkhart

The BDVWA Planning / Legislative / Engineering / Grant & Security Committee meeting will be conducted
in strict compliance with the Brown Act. Members of the Board not assigned to this Committee who
attend may do so only as observers and may not participate in the meeting.

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Approval of Agenda

Discussion and Action Items - The Committee and Staff will discuss the following items and
provide direction to staff, if so inclined.

The Public is invited to comment on any item on the agenda during discussion of that item.

When giving your public comment, please have your information prepared. If you wish to be
identified for the record then please state your name. Due to time constraints, each member of
the public will be allotted three-minutes to provide their public comment.
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5. Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public
Information Committee
Committee to participate via teleconference for an update by the State Advocate of Issues
at the State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal
Level.

6. Colorado River Funding Area — Pending DAC Involvement Grant Award Update
7. Prop. 1 Planning Grant for Water System Integration and Interties Update

8. Consent Items - The following is expected to be routine and non-controversial and will be
acted on by the Committee members at one time without discussion, unless a member of
the Public or a Committee member requests that an item be held for discussion or further
action.

a. PLEGS Committee Meeting Report, February 20, 2018
9. Public Comment Period

Any person may address the Committee on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on
items not appearing on this agenda.

When giving your public comment, please have your information prepared. If you wish to
be identified for the record then please state your name. Due to time constraints, each
member of the public will be allotted three-minutes to provide their public comment. State
Law prohibits the Committee from discussing or taking action on items not included on the
agenda.

10. Verbal Reports

a. Committee Members’ Comments/Report
b. General Manager’s Report

11. Adjournment

In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S.
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and
time above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has
been posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above.

As a general rule, agenda reports or other written documentation has been prepared or
organized with respect to each item of business listed on the agenda.

Copies of these materials and other disclosable public records in connection with an open
session agenda item, are also on file with and available for inspection at the Office of the
Agency Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, California, during regular business hours,
8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday. [f such writings are distributed to members of
the Board of Directors on the day of a Board meeting, the writings will be available at the
entrance to the Board of Directors meeting room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.
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Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org.

Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are able
o express yourself adequately.

Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a disability who requires a modification
or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to participate in the meeting,
should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315 during Agency business hours.
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— Legal,
M Legislative and
Mojave Public
Water :
Agency Information
Committee
AGENDA

Mojave Water Agency
Board Room

13846 Conference Center April 17, 2018
Drive
Apple Valley, CA 92307 09:30 a.m.

1. Approve Agenda

2. Approve Meeting Summary from the Legal, Legislative,
and Public Information Committee Meeting of March 20,
2018

4 Meeting Summary

3. Update by State Advocate of Issues at the State Level
(teleconference)

4 State Report

4. Update by Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level
(teleconference)

# Federal Report
# Matrix

5. Public Information Update

http://mojavewater.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=1038  4/12/2018
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6. General Manager’s Report

7. Public Participation

8. Comments/Discussion Items for Next or Future Agendas

9. Adjournment

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a), any request for a
disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary
aids or services, that is sought in order to participate in the above-
agendized public meeting, should be directed to the Agency's General
Manager's office at (760) 946-7008 at least 24 hours prior to said
meeting.

Please visit our Facebook page at

http://www.facebook.com/mojavewater

http://mojavewater.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=1038 4/12/2018
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Mojave
Water
Agency

LEGAL, LEGISLATIVE, AND
PUBLIC INFORMATION
COMMITTEE MEETING

MEETING SUMMARY

March 20, 2018

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairperson Beverly Lowry called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

ATTENDANCE:

« Committee — Chairperson Beverly Lowry, Director Richard Hall, and ex officio member
Director Carl Coleman

Absent — Director Thurston “Smitty” Smith

Staff —Director of Community Outreach and Cultural Relations Yvonne Hester and
Public Information Specialist Gloria Golike

Consultants — State Advocates Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen, KP Public Affairs; and
Federal Advocates Letitia White, Jean Denton, and Shavenor Winters, Innovative
Federal Strategies LLC joined by teleconference

< Others — Three guests were in the audience and four were online

+ &+

Approve Agenda
The agenda was agreed upon as presented.

Approve Meeting Summary from the Legal, Legislative, and Public Information
Committee Meeting of February 20, 2018

The meeting summary was agreed upon as presented.

Update by State Advocate of Issues at the State Level

Ms. Jensen reviewed the legislative calendar. Ms. Jensen and Mr. Manning provided an
update on several legislative bills, including SB 623 on the Safe Drinking Water Fund and
Tax on Drinking Water. Mr. Manning mentioned that the poll results show that 74 percent
oppose the drinking water tax. Ms. Jensen concluded with addressing questions from the
Committee.

Update by Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level

Ms. White gave a brief update on the budget. She spoke about Title XVI, WaterSmart, and
other programs of interest. Ms. Denton stated that the Continuing Resolution will fund the
federal government through Friday, March 23. Ms. White and Ms. Denton finished with
addressing questions from the Committee.

Public Information Update

Ms. Hester gave a PowerPoint presentation providing an overview of Agency activities,
including the Agency website refresh efforts and reviewing questions for the 2017 Inland
Empire Annual Survey, and she gave a review of upcoming events.



Legal, Legislative, and Public Information Committee
March 20, 2018

Page 2

6. General Manager’'s Report
None.

7. Public Participation
None.

8. Comments/Discussion Items for Next or Future Agendas
None.

9. Adjournment

Chairperson Lowry adjourned the meeting at 10:29 a.m.

Submitted by:

Gloria Golike
Public Information Specialist
Attachments on-file:

Iltem No. 5 - Public Information Report - PowerPoint
Sign-in sheet
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PUBLIC

AFFAIRS
TO: Legal, Legislative and Public Information Committee
FROM: Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen

RE: KP Public Affairs Agenda

1. Legislative Calendar
o April 27" — Deadline for House of Origin bills to be heard in policy committees
2. Legislative Update

e AB 1876 (Frazier) Delta Stewardship Council
» Status: April 24" - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee
» AB 2649 (Arambula) Beneficial Use: Groundwater Recharge
» Status: April 24" - Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee
e AB 3037 (Chiu) Redevelopment 2.0
> Status: Assembly Local Government Committee
e SB 623 (Monning) Safe Drinking Water Fund and Tax on Drinking Water
» Status: Assembly Rules Committee
» Governor's Proposed Safe Drinking Water Funding Budget Trailer Bill
> Status: Heard in Assembly and Senate Budget Sub-Committees
o SB 998 (Dodd) Water Shut Offs: Urban and Community Water Systems
» Status: April 18" - Senate Environmental Quality Committee
» ACWA Coalition Amendments

Assembly Joint Committee Informational Hearing on CA Water Fix
> Status: May gt

3. LAO Report: Improving California Forest and Watershed Management

¢ Recommendations include annual assessment on SWP

4/11/18
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Comprehensive Government Relations

MEMORANDUM

To: Legal, Legislative, and Public Information Committee
From: Letitia White, Jean Denton, Shavenor Winters
Date: March 30, 2018

Re: March Monthly Legislative Update

Fiscal Year 2018 Omnibus Appropriations

On March 22 Congress passed the FY18 Consolidated Appropriations Act. After a threat
to veto, with hours before government funding ran out, President Donald Trump signed
the $1.3 trillion spending package earlier this afternoon.

Like FY17 Congress shrugged off aggressive domestic funding cuts proposed in the
President’s Budget Request. The agreement maintains or increases funding for key
programs that are used to fund infrastructure, economic development and public safety,
among others.

The measure would increase spending on the military by $80 billion and on domestic
programs by $63 billion over previous budget limits set out in the bipartisan budget
agreement. In addition to the $1.3 trillion in overall funding that was agreed to in
February, the military would receive $71 billion in war funds not subject to budget caps.
The legislation includes more than $21 billion for infrastructure projects across the
country, including transportation, energy, water, and cyber.

The bill would provide for $1.6 billion for border security, including money for fencing
and levees at the U.S.-Mexico border but not the solid wall President Donald Trump has
sought.

The omnibus would extend the authorization for the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) through September and the flood insurance program through July 31.

Despite a push to punish so-called “sanctuary cities” that shield undocumented
immigrants from deportation, the bill doesn’t include riders that would restrict their
federal funding.

Below is a list of funding provided to programs of interest:

511 C Street, NE ¢ Washington, DC 20002 e 202-347-5990 e Fax 202-347-5941



Innovative Federal Stratcgies LLC
»  Community Planning and Development: The bill contains $7.7 billion for

Community Planning and Development programs — $866 million above the fiscal
year 2017 enacted level.

=  Commuhity Development Block Grants: CDBG is funded at $3.3 billion, $300

million above the fiscal year 2017 level. The first significant increase since 2010.

» Economic Development Administration (EDA): The legislation includes $302

million for the EDA, an increase of $26 million above the fiscal year 2017 level.

= Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Loan fund: The legislation
provides $2.9 billion for the state revolving funds, an increase of $600 million. Also
an increase of $66 million to accelerate the cleanup of Superfund sites and respond
to releases of hazardous substances.

= Bureau of Reclamation: The bill would provide $1.48 billion for the Interior
Department, $163 million more than fiscal 2017 and $373.6 million more than
requested. Nearly all of that funding -- $1.47 billion -- would go to the Bureau of
Reclamation. The Bureau’s drought assistance program would be extended through
fiscal 2020 and its authorization would be increased to $120 million, from $90
million, for the duration of the program. The agreement provides $34 million for
WaterSMART grants and $54.4 million for the Title XVI Water Reclamation and
Reuse program. Also included is $134 million for water storage projects authorized
in the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act.

=  Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA): A total of $63 million
for the program, an increase of $53 million.

= TIGER (National Infrastructure Investments): The multimodal program is funded at
$1.5 billion, a $1 billion increase over the fiscal year 2017 enacted level. Language is
included in the bill to ensure that at least 30% of these funds go to rural
communities.

»  The HOME Investment Partnerships Program: Increased by $412 million for a total
of $1.4 billion.

» Homeless Assistance Grants: Program funded at $2.5 billion, which is $130 million
above the current enacted level. This funding will renew all current agreements with
local homeless service providers. In addition, targeted funding is provided to address
youth homelessness and to help victims of domestic violence.
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Transit Infrastructure Grants: Increased by $834 million (including $400 million to
help communities modernize their bus systems and $400 million for capital
assistance to transit systems).

Rural Broadband Infrastructure: $600 million in funds to build a new broadband
network.

State and Local Law Enforcement Grants: Increased by $1.2 billion for a total of $2.9
billion in 2018. This includes a total of $446.5 million, an increase of $299.5 million
more than fiscal year 2017, in DOJ grant funding to help State and local
communities respond to the opioid crisis.

State Opioid Response Grants: $1 billion in new funding for grants to states to
address the opioid crisis (this funding is in addition to the $500 million provided in
the 21st Century Cures Act).

National Pre-disaster Mitigation Fund: Pre-disaster mitigation funding increased
from $149 million to $249 million to build infrastructure that prevents loss of life
and mitigates risks, reduces damage from future disasters, and lowers flood
insurance premiums.

HUD-VA Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) Vouchers: Increase funding of $40

million for new vouchers, while also protecting VA resources providing case
management for homeless veterans.

National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities: The bill includes $153 million

for each of the endowments, $3 million above the fiscal year 2017 level for each
endowment.

Secretary Chao says President Trump Infrastructure Plan to Stimulate
Local Investment

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao defended President Donald Trump’s
infrastructure plan that calls for updating U.S. public works primarily by spurring non-
federal investment, as Democrats questioned the amount of funding and its approach.

Sec. Chao appeared at the first congressional hearing by the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee on the administration’s proposal Thursday, March 1 touting
the proposal to change how roads, bridges and other public works are funded, built and
maintained by providing federal “seed money” and streamlining project review and
permits.
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President Trump’s infrastructure proposal is a 53-page document meant as an outline
for legislation. It calls for allocating at least $200 billion in federal funds over a decade,
mostly to spur states, localities and the private sector to spend $1.5 trillion, and
reducing the time for issuing permits for projects to two years.

Committee Democrats questioned the amount of federal funding -- especially with
proposals in Trump’s fiscal 2019 budget to cut transportation funding.

While administration officials have said they’re open to changes, there’s no consensus
about how to pay for the plan. Top Republican senators have questioned whether there’s
time to enact a bill this year before lawmakers face mid-term elections in November that
will determine control of Congress.

Lame-Duck Session

Representative Bill Shuster (R-PA), Chairman of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, has said a lame-duck session after November elections may
be required, even though President Trump wants Congress to act quickly.

Republicans, including Senator John Barrasso (R-WY), the Chairman of the
Environment Panel, have mostly applauded President Trump'’s proposals to streamline
environmental reviews and permits for projects and promoted the need to get a
bipartisan agreement, but they have not talked much about the funding,.

Gas Tax

Sen. Carper (D-DE) also said the administration plan did not identify a way to pay for
the $200 billion. President Trump has offered support for a 25-cent increase in the
federal gas tax during a private meeting but he hasn’t publicly endorsed it and key
Republicans have rejected the idea.

Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), asked Sec. Chao whether the president means "what
he says” about increasing the fuel levy.

President Trump’s plan is based on the principle that state and local entities that own
most infrastructure should make their own decisions about projects, and that the federal
government should give them an incentive to raise their own funds while helping pay for
work in rural areas that cannot.

In response to questions about states that have already approved road bonds or raised
gas taxes, Sec. Chao said they wouldn’t be penalized. The administration’s plan includes
a provision to credit states and localities for past action to raise revenue.
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Tax Law Issues

A last-minute wording change in the new tax law may limit the number of infrastructure
public-private partnerships, one of the vehicles President Trump has touted to finance
his plan to revive roads, bridges, and airports.

The 2017 tax act limits the tax breaks for payments from government entities to private
companies unless the monetary exchanges are tied to a “master development plan,” a
term that isn't defined in tax code Section 118.

The change could have the effect of limiting a host of undertakings—toll roads, real
estate development, and environmental projects—that don't meet the new standard.

Payments pursuant to master development plans are excluded from gross income,
meaning the Internal Revenue Service's determination about what is—or isn't—such a
plan could affect the economics of projects already in progress.

The new law also requires the master development plan to have been approved prior to
the law's enactment. Thus tax breaks for public-private partnerships won't be available
for projects that have yet to be fully planned. So the new airport that's been in the works
for some time could be safe, but the drainage system for a river that changes course in
the future could be out of luck.

Democratic Infrastructure Proposal

On Wednesday, March 7, Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Ranking
Member Nelson (D-FL) joined his Senate Democratic colleagues in introducing a
sweeping infrastructure investment and jobs plan designed to repair the nation’s roads
and bridges, update water infrastructure, expand access to broadband, upgrade airports
and transit systems, and more. The $1 trillion proposal lays out a funding mechanism
for its investments.

The Senate Democrats’ proposal would invest billions to modernize airports and
waterways, rebuild crumbling schools and VA hospitals, overhaul road and bridge
repairs, equip rural communities with high-speed internet, revitalize main streets across
the country, and more. Their proposal aims to invest $1 trillion in this country’s
infrastructure and create more than 15 million jobs. It would do this by undoing the
recent Republican passed tax changes.

Specifically, the plan would be paid for through the following five measures:

Return The Top Individual Tax Rate Back To 39.6%

Restoring The Individual Alternative Minimum Tax To 2017 Law
Restoring The Estate And Gift Taxes

Closing The Carried Interest Loophole

Bring The Corporate Tax Rate To 25%
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According to the American Society of Civil Engineers, the U.S. must spend $1.6 trillion
above current funding levels just to get its infrastructure to a state of good repair. The
Senate Democrats said that this historic proposal would make a significant dent in that
by investing just over $1 trillion in our country’s infrastructure.

The Senate Democrats’ plan would invest in the following programs:

» $140 Billion to Repair America’s Roads & Bridges

* $10 Billion to Expand the TIGER Program

= $115 Billion to Modernize America’s Water & Sewer Systems

$115 Billion to Repair & Improve Public Transportation

$50 Billion to Modernize and Improve the Safety of America’s Rail Infrastructure

$40 Billion for a new Vital Infrastructure Program

$30 Billion to Revitalize Main Street & Promote Innovative Transportation

$62 Billion for Neighborhood Revitalization, Lead Remediation, & Affordable

Housing

$50 Billion to Rebuild America’s Schools

$30 Billion to Modernize America’s Ports & Waterways

$40 Billion to Improve America’s Airports & Airspace

$25 Billion to Build More Resilient Communities

= $80 Billion to Bring Innovation to America’s Energy Grid & Promote Clean
Energy

» $40 Billion to Provide Universal High-Speed Internet

»  $15 Billion for Construction on America’s Public Lands

= $10 Billion for Tribal Infrastructure

= $10 Billion to Address the Construction Backlog at VA Healthcare Facilities

» $20 Billion in Innovative Financing Tools

&  $140 Billion to Ensure the Solvency of the Highway Trust Fund for the next 10
years

" B2 N =

Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee Hearing

On Wednesday, March 14 the Trump administration sent an all-star team of five Cabinet
secretaries to a Senate hearing to talk up its infrastructure proposals. But not even the
combined talents of the secretaries of Transportation, Commerce, Labor, Agriculture
and Energy seemed enough to move the ball on the $1.5 trillion plan, and it remains
unclear whether the measure will ever find its way to a vote in the House or Senate.

Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee chairman John Thune, (R-
SD) said he was hopeful that "both sides can come together on this and it can happen
this year."

But several unanswered questions remain, chief among them where the $200 billion in
federal funding would come from and where states would find the remainder of the
money.
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The Trump plan commits $200 billion in federal funding over 10 years to stimulate state
and local spending and private investment. Half of the funding, $100 billion, would be
used as incentives to entice cities, counties and states to raise at least 80 percent of the
infrastructure costs themselves.

That's a departure from the way many projects are funded now. Funding for federal-aid
highways, including interstates, is usually allocated in an 80-20 federal-state split. So,
President Trump's plan would flip that funding burden. Major mass transit projects are
often funded on a 50-50 federal-local basis. Again, the Administration's plan puts a
much greater burden on local taxpayers and users.

Estimates vary but the American Society of Civil Engineers has determined that there is
a $2 trillion investment gap when it comes to the country's infrastructure needs.

Committee Ranking Member Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL) suggested that the recently-
enacted tax cut be changed from a 21-percent corporate rate to 25 percent to pay for
infrastructure, a non-starter as far as most Republicans are concerned.

Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao said that with some estimates as high as $4
trillion to repair the nation's roads, bridges, ports and airports, "We cannot address a
challenge of this magnitude with federal resources alone, or by borrowing." She said the
administration was "agnostic" about where the state share of the funds would come
from, but said the federal government only owns 10 percent of the nation's roads and
bridges, implying it was up to state and local governments to figure out where to find the
funds to finance their share of improvements.

Several states have already raised their gas taxes to fund road repairs, and others have
instituted new tolls.

Addressing criticism that the administration only released an outline of what it hopes to
see in an infrastructure plan, Sec. Chao said the administration sent Congress a list of
principles rather than specific legislation in "an open show of cooperation.” She said the
administration wants to work with Congress "and not be prescriptive" with specific
legislative language.

One of the key principles for the administration, said Energy Secretary Rick Perry, was
removing regulatory barriers to speed approval of construction projects. Sec. Perry
called the current permitting process fractured and redundant, saying "it requires
projects to navigate a huge maze of federal regulations.” Sec. Perry emphasized
President Trump’s desire to see the process streamlined and "substantially cut back."

House Subcommitiee on the Interior, Energy, and Environment Hearing

On Thursday, March 15 the House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on
the Interior, Energy, and Environment held a hearing to examine federal permitting
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processes, focusing on National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Clean Water
Act. This is one of many hearings that have been held in response to the
Administration’s guiding principles for rebuilding our nation’s infrastructure, which
included streamlining and shortening the permitting process for infrastructure projects.

There was wide agreement from House Republicans around concerns regarding the
length and process of the formal permitting process between the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) while Democrats largely
shared concerns over the lack of funding provided for state and local projects through
the administration’s proposal and the importance of protecting the environment while
supporting growth.

House Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development Hearing

On Thursday, March 14, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Development held a hearing on the FY19 budget request for the Bureau of Reclamation
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Subcommittee Chairman Mike Simpson (R-ID)
expressed his frustration with the Administration again requesting inadequate funding
for water develop programs. The chairman went on to state it is safe to say Congress will
again provide additional funding for these accounts. Bureau of Reclamation
Commissioner Brenda Burman discussed the drought conditions in the west and
Congressman Ken Calvert (R-CA) supported her assessment that new storage capacity
needs to be a priority. A copy of the commissioner’s testimony can be found here.

President Trump Visits California

President Trump made his first presidential visit to California on Tuesday, March 13.
Trump inspected eight wall prototypes constructed in the desert south of San Diego as
he fights to overcome opposition from Democrats and skepticism from some Republican
lawmakers over the cost of a barrier that was a central promise of his presidential
campaign.

“Congress must fund the border wall and prohibit grants to sanctuary cities,” Trump
said, referring to cities and states that limit their cooperation with federal authorities on
immigration in objection to the president’s policies.

When asked whether he would veto a spending bill that would preserve grants to
sanctuary cities or not fund the wall, Trump said he’s “looking at it.”

“We're looking at it very, very strong. Sanctuary cities are protecting a horrible group of
people in many cases, criminals,” he said.

U.S. Customs and Border Protection solicited bids last year using existing border
security funding to build eight wall prototypes and awarded contracts to six private
companies for mock-ups that are each 30 feet long and as much as 30 feet high. The
agency is testing how well each prototype withstands attempts at breaching, climbing,
digging and other factors.



Innovative Federal Strategies LLC

Department of the Interior’s WaterSMART Funding Opportunities

Bureau of Reclamation has released three funding opportunities for fiscal year 2018,
Water and Energy Efficiency Grants, Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects and Water
Marketing Strategy Grants, all of which are part of the Department of the Interior’s
WaterSMART program initiative.

States, Indian tribes, irrigation districts, water districts, and other organizations with
water or power delivery authority located in the Western United States or United States
Territories are eligible to apply for these funding opportunities.

Bureau of Reclamation Updates

In March the Bureau of Reclamation released its evaluation criteria for the Title XVI Water
Reclamation and the Reuse Program which can be found here. The Bureau is accepting
comments and feedback on the proposed criteria. If interested in submitting, the deadline to
submit for open comment is April 12, 2018.

Following the passage and enactment of the Omnibus, Title 16 and WaterSMART opportunities
have already been released, and will continue to be posted. The Burcau has decided to use one
Title XVI Program Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) to allocate all Program funding.
The FOA will be open to both congressionally authorized Title XVI projects and projects eligible
under section 4009(c) of the WIIN Act. The FOA will include separate funding groups for
authorized projects and WIIN projects. The two funding groups will be ranked separately. The
criteria will be applied by one Application Review Committee to both types of projects.

Gun Control Legislation in the Spotlight

Lawmakers continue to discuss legislation to tighten controls on firearms after the
Valentine’s Day mass shooting at a school in Parkland, Florida.

A bipartisan bill H.R. 4240, Public Safety and Second Amendment Rights Protection Act
of 2017 that would give states resources to help them submit information to the
background checks system gets 200 co-sponsors in the House, Rep. Mike Thompson (D-
CA) said in a statement. The bill also would expand the system to cover all commercial
firearm sales, including those at gun shows, on the Internet and in classified ads.

Separately, Sens. Jeff Flake (R-AZ), Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) and Martin
Heinrich (D-NM) are sponsoring a measure to prohibit the sale of devices that allow
semi-automatic weapons to function similarly to automatic weapons. President Donald
Trump has said he can address bump stocks with executive action and has signed a
memorandum directing the Justice Department to come up with rules prohibiting “all
devices that turn legal weapons into machine guns.”

Included in the fiscal year 18 omnibus is the “Fix NICS Act” that’s designed to
strengthen the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). Licensed
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dealers are required to use NICS to determine whether an individual is eligible to
purchase a firearm.

The bill would require federal agencies to provide semiannual certifications to the
Justice Department that they are submitting relevant records to NICS. Each federal
agency would have to establish an implementation plan to increase reporting and verify
the accuracy of their records.

Political appointees at agencies that haven’t complied with record submission
requirements wouldn’t be eligible to receive bonus pay until the agency certifies its
compliance.

The Justice Department would have to coordinate with state and tribal governments to
establish similar implementation plans to maximize information sharing and to verify
the accuracy of records.

DOJ would publish information online regarding states and tribes that don’t achieve
substantial compliance with the implementation plan until they do. It also would give
preference for all Bureau of Justice Assistance discretionary grant applications from
states or tribes that have complied with the plans.

Report language would clarify that the Centers for Disease Control can research gun
violence. A provision known as the Dickey Amendment bans agencies from advocating
for gun control, and had for years been treated as a de facto ban on research, as well.

School Safety Grants

The Justice Department’s Secure OQur Schools program would be reauthorized at $100
million annually from fiscal 2019 through 2028. It would be carried out through the
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and the Office of Community Oriented Policing
Services (COPS).

BJA grants would cover training for school personnel and students, developing
anonymous reporting systems, and operating threat assessment teams. COPS would
cover local law enforcement coordination and training, installing metal detectors, and
acquiring technology for expedited notification to law enforcement during emergencies.
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AGENDA ITEM # 8



Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency

Agency Office
622 S. Jemez Trail
Yucca Valley, CA 92284-1440

Board of Directors

Michael McBride, President

Judy Corl-Lorono, Vice President
Terry Burkhart, Secretary

J. Larry Coulombe, Director 760/364-2315 Phone

J. Dennis Staley, Director 760/364-3412 Fax
Marina D West, P.G., General Manager
A Public Agency www.bdvwa.org

2\ %
Planning/Legislative/Engineering @
Grant & Security Committee . \\
Regular Meeting Report

Board Meeting Office L
1720 N. Cherokee Trail, LandefspCA
Tuesday, February 20, 20 1839;

Pledge of Allegiance
Led by John Burkhart

Roll Call
Directors:

arina West

Staff: "R
> Michelle Corbin

Upde on Prop. 1 Planning Grant for Water System Integration and Interties
General Manager Marina West gave update on $500,000 planning grant received &

finalized in November 2017 to integrate Improvement District Goat Mountain with
BDVWA and interties with Hi-Desert Water District.

The engineering firm NV5 is working on the Preliminary Engineering Report to
determine what improvements are needed and where they might be located.
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Environmental processes known as CEQA and NEPA will come into play as it will be
crossing some BLM land. Plant and animal surveys will need to take place as well.

The project cost estimates will be included in the report, draft due late March.
Application for construction funding will follow. Timeline will be dependent on the speed
of the state Water Resources Control Board who oversees the program. Some of the
projects that were to be included in this grant we have started on ourselves, ie: diving
several tanks and pulling a failed pump at Goat Mountain, Well #2. A video survey of
the well casing revealed large holes so the well has been deemed beyond its usesf\u%e
so that well is out of service; we are hoping to rebuild in the same location with’ tﬁ"@ :
grant, as well. .

Public comment: None

Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public
Information Committee

Committee participated via teleconference for an updaté”g‘«b‘y, Q%S ate Advocate of
Issues at the State Level, as well as an update by the Federa\g@‘vo ate of Issues at the
Federal Level.

Public Comment: None

Colorado River Funding Area — Pending ‘D olvement Grant Award
General Manager Marina West submitted g=epert on the $50,000 in funding this
Agency is to receive from the Colorado e‘g nding Area through the Disadvantaged

Community Involvement Grant Pro Piocess.
Public Comment: None

Update on Fiscal Year 2018/19 pital Improvement Projects
General Manager Marina Westgave a verbal status update on the progress of Fiscal

Provement Projects.
o 7%

Publi¢ comment: None

Public Participation

John Burkhart questioned the status of supplying water to Pioneertown and the
proposed freeway expansion & termination into Lucerne Valley and if it would increase
the population in our area.
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Verbal Reports
COMMITTEE MEMBERS' COMMENTS/REPORTS- None

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT
General Manager West reported that The Agency participated in the Desert-Wise Living

Lecture Series on Permaculture. The garden will once again be featured in the MBCA
landscape tours in April.

Adjourment — Director Corl-Lorono adjourned the meeting at 11:00a.m.
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