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Section IT - County Overview

SECTION II
San Bernardino County Overview

San Bernardino County’s diverse geography and extensive natural resources, as well as its
proximity to major economic and population centers, provide unique opportunities for varied
industry sectors to thrive, including commerce, education, tourism and recreation. The
County is the largest in the contiguous United States and covers over 20,000 sq. miles
(enough to encompass the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Rhode Island, and Vermont).
The County is commonly divided into four distinct areas — the Valley Region, the Mountain
Region, the North Desert Region, and the South Desert Region. The Valley Region
contains the majority of the County’s incorporated areas and is the most populous region.
The Mountain Region is primarily comprised of public lands owned and managed by federal
and state agencies. The North Desert and South Desert Regions are the largest regions
(approximately 94% of the County’s land area) and include parts of the Mojave Desert.
Table 2-1, below, breaks down the County’s population by region.

Table 2-1:
San Bernardino County Population by Region

Valley 665 | 1,538,716
North Desert 10,778 451,575
South Desert 8,093 77,078
Mountain 571 50,854

Given its vast land area, the County’s overall population density is low, estimated at 105
people per square mile which is lower than neighboring Riverside, San Diego, Orange and
Los Angeles Counties. Within the Valley Region, however, population density is 2,313
people per square mile which is on par with Los Angeles and Orange Counties. Figure 2-1,
below, includes the county regions overlaid by water wholesalers.

Water Sources

San Bernardino County’s water sources are supplied through both local and imported water.
On average, 85 percent of the domestic water is supplied by local sources with the balance
of 15 percent provided through imported purchased water.’ Imported water is purchased
from State Water Project contractors (the California Aqueduct) as a supplemental source to
local water supplies. There are four active State Water Project contractors (Mojave Water
Agency, San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California, Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency) and one sub-contractor
(Inland Empire Utilities Agency) in the County.

! County of San Bernardino General Plan, Circulation and Infrastructure Element (2007)
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Figure 2-1
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County Vacant Land

It is important to note — 80% of the land (roughly 16,200 sq. miles) is primarily vacant
(Figure 2-2) and outside the governing control of the County’s Board of Supervisors and 24
cities. This land is largely under federal government ownership and includes forests,
wilderness areas, military facilities and national parks/preserves/monuments (Table 2-2).
Figure 2-3 on the following page depicts land ownership within the County.

Figure 2-2: Land Uses within San Bernardino County
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Source: San Bernardino County Community Indicators Report 2015

Table 2-2: Landownership within
San Bernardino County

. __Lland Ownership
Land Owner Sq. Miles. Percent

Bureau of Land Management | 9,158 :  45.5%
Dept. of Defense . 352! 17.5%
Private Land ) 3,309 : 16.5%
National Park Service | 2,849  14.2%
USForestService | 736,  3.7%
Stateof CA 42 2.0%
Bureau of Indian Affairs 99 0.5%
US Fish & Wildlife Service 10 0.0%
US Bureau of Reclamation 9 0.0%
Local Government 2 0.0%

TOTAL 20106 1000%
source: SB County
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Land Ownership Map

Figure 2-3
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