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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all
customers at a fair and reasonable rate.”

Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing
Special Committee Meeting Agenda

Committee Members: Vice President Burkhart & President Corl-Lorono
BOARD MEETING OFFICE
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285

September 15, 2020
Time – 9:15 A.M.

PUBLIC AND BOARD WISHING TO PARTICIPATE REMOTELY
**TELECONFERENCE LINE THRU ZOOM 669-900-6833**
OR
Join Zoom Meeting
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83090733522?pwd=Q05SeFZTYkRncEJGVU85RGNQdVlBdz09
Passcode: 877921
OR
Dial US: 1-669-900-6833
Webinar ID: 830 9073 3522
Passcode: 877921
Please note that all requirements of the Brown Act requiring the physical presence of
the board or staff have been waived per Executive Order N-29-20
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Discussion and Action Items - The Committee will discuss the following items, and the
Committee will consider taking action, if so inclined. The Public is invited to comment on any item
on the agenda during discussion of that item. When giving your public comment, please have
your information prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record, then please state your
name. Due to time constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to
provide their public comment.
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1. Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public Information
Committee
Committee to participate via teleconference for an update by the State Advocate of Issues at
the State Level, as well as an update by the Federal Advocate of Issues at the Federal Level.
2. Community Water Systems Alliance Update
3. Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Award (Goat Mountain Replacement Well) Update
4. Prop. 1 Planning Grant Project (Uranium Blending Pipeline & Consolidation) Update
5. Ames/Reche Management Area Reporting Update for years 2018-2019
6. ID Goat Mountain Tanks R1, R2A and R2B Project Update
7. Consent Items – The following items are expected to be routine and non-controversial and
will be acted on by the Committee at one time without discussion, unless a member of the
Public or member of the Committee requests that the item be held for discussion or further
action.
a. PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, June 16, 2020
Recommended Action:
Approve as presented (Item a):
8. Public Comment Period
Any person may address the Committee on any matter within the Agency’s jurisdiction on items
not appearing on this agenda. When giving your public comment, please have your information
prepared. If you wish to be identified for the record, then please state your name. Due to time
constraints, each member of the public will be allotted three minutes to provide their public
comment. State Law prohibits the Committee from discussing or taking action on items not
included on the agenda.
9. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings
1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports
2. General Manager’s Report
10. Adjournment
In accordance with the requirements of California Government Code Section 54954.2, this
agenda has been posted in the main lobby of the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency, 622 S.
Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, CA not less than 72 hours if prior to a Regular meeting, date and time
above; or in accordance with California Government Code Section 54956 this agenda has been
posted not less than 24 hours if prior to a Special meeting, date and time above.
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As a general rule, agenda reports or other written documentation have been prepared or
organized with respect to each item of business listed on the agenda.
Copies of these materials and other disclosable public records in connection with an open session
agenda item, are also on file with and available for inspection at the Office of the Agency
Secretary, 622 S. Jemez Trail, Yucca Valley, California, during regular business hours, 8:00 A.M. to
4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday. If such writings are distributed to members of the Board of
Directors on the day of a Board meeting, the writings will be available at the entrance to the
Board of Directors meeting room at the Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency.
Internet: Once uploaded, agenda materials can also be viewed at www.bdvwa.org
Public Comments: You may wish to submit your comments in writing to assure that you are able
to express yourself adequately. Per Government Code Section 54954.2, any person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in
order to participate in the meeting, should contact the Board's Secretary at 760-364-2315 during
Agency business hours.
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Item # 1
LLPI MWA Agenda Packet
Back-up from August meeting, September
Update not available at time of agenda
posting
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TO:
FROM:
RE:
DATE:

Legal, Legislative and Public Information Committee
Ed Manning and Carolyn Jensen
KP Public Affairs Agenda
August 11, 2020

1. Legislative Calendar
 August 31st - Final day of 2020 legislative session.

2. Legislative Update (See Hyperlinks Below)
 Constituents of Emerging Concern (CEC’s)
 AB 2560 (Quirk) Water Quality: Notification and Response Level
Transparency.
 Public Safety Power Shutoff’s (PSPS)
 SB 1099 (Dodd) Emergency Back Up for Critical Facilities.
 Promotion of Long Duration Energy Storage
 AB 1720 (Carrillo) Energy: long-duration energy storage: environmental
review and procurement.
 Resource Conservation
 AB 3030 (Kalra) Authorizes the state to take specified measures to
achieve a goal to protect at least 30% of the state’s land area and water
by 2030.
 Legislature allows new voting procedures:
 Senate allows remote voting in Senate policy committees.


Assembly adopts proxy voting procedure for Assembly Floor votes.

621 Capitol Mall, Suite 1900, Sacramento, CA 95814  M: 916-448-2162  F: 916-448-4923  www.ka-pow.com
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Bill Number

H.R. 7608

Sponsor/ Cosponsor

Rep. Nita Lowey (DNY)

Title and/or Summary

Summary/Status

The $259.5 billion four appropriation bill
package included $36.76 billion for the
Interior, Environment spending bill in
which the Environmental Protection
Agency would receive a near-record
$9.38 billion and Interior would get
First House Minibus
Appropriations Package: State, $13.83 billion in discretionary
Foreign Operations, Agriculture, appropriations under the legislation.
Rural Development, Interior,
The measure includes $15 billion for a
Environment, Military
new emergency critical infrastructure
Construction, and Veterans
Affairs Appropriations Act, 2021 fund, $2.35 billion for the wildfire
suppression cap adjustment, and $12.9
million in additional funds for research
on PFAS, “forever chemicals” found in
nonstick consumer goods and
firefighting foam.

Latest Action
Representative Lowey, Chair of the House
Appropriations Committee, introduced the first
minibus on July 13, 2020.
Amendments from members were due to the
Committee on July 20, and the legislation
passed in the House on July 24 by a vote on
224-189. Republicans voted against the
measure unanimously, objecting to the
"emergency" spending titles, which they say
violates the Bipartisan Budget Act agreed to
last year.
The spending bills face an unlikely path to the
president’s desk before the new fiscal year
begins on October 1. Without funding bills or a
continuing resolution — a stopgap measure
that extends current funding levels — the
government would shut down.
Moreover, the Senate has yet to introduce
their versions of the fiscal year 2021
appropriations bills, and are not expected to
do so until after August recess.

Page 9 of 74

H.R. 7617

The measure totals over $1.3 trillion and
included $60 million for WaterSMART
Grants; $2.1 million for Water
Second House Minibus
Conservation Field Services Program;
Appropriations Package:
$4.179 million for Cooperative
Defense, Commerce, Justice,
Watershed Management; $2 million for
Science, Energy and Water
Basin Studies; $5 millions Drought
Development, Financial Services
Responses & Comprehensive Drought
Rep. Pete Visclosky (Dand General Government,
Plans; $5 million for Basin Studies and
IN)
Homeland Security, Labor, Health
$63.665 million for Title XVI Water
and Human Services, Education,
Reclamation and Reuse Program and an
Transportation, Housing, and
additional $300 million in emergency
Urban Development
appropriations for WaterSMART grants
Appropriations Act, 2021
and $50 million for the Title XVI
program.

The legislation was introduced in the House on
July 16, 2020
The measure passed the House by a vote of
217 to 197, with no Republicans supporting the
bill and 12 Democrats joining them in
opposition.
The Senate has yet to introduce their versions
of the fiscal year 2021 appropriations bill, and
are not expected to do so until after August
recess.
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The legislation would help build, repair,
and maintain a wide variety of water
infrastructure projects.

H.R. 7575

Rep. DeFazio (D-OR)

In addition, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers would be authorized to start
several navigation, flood control, storm
damage, and other water-related
infrastructure projects. The bill also
directs the Corps to undertake an
Water Resources Development
inventory of water resources
Act of 2020
development projects and associated
properties that are or may be
contaminated with PFAS, and to develop
a plan to remediate and limit potential
human exposure to the contamination.
In Southern California, the Corps would
be required to expedite a study on the
Seven Oaks Dam related to adding
additional authorized purposes.

The bill was introduced July 13, 2020.
The measure was favorably approved out of
committee on July 24, 2020 and passed the
House on July 31, 2020 by voice vote.
After passing the House the bill is now awaiting
consideration in the Senate. Senate EPW
Committee Chairman John Barasso (R-WY) has
indicated a willingness to consider the Housepassed bill.

The legislation was introduced on March 4,
2020 and referred to the Subcommittee on
Energy of the House Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.

H.R. 6084

Rep. Suzanne
Bonamici (D-OR)

Water Power Research and
Development Act

To provide for a program of hydropower,
pumped storage, and marine energy
On March 12, 2020, the Subcommittee on
research, development, demonstration,
Energy held a Mark-up Session, and the
and commercial application, and for
legislation forwarded by the Subcommittee to
other purposes.
Full Committee for Voice Vote.
No actions on the bill have been taken since
March.
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The legislation was introduced in the House on
June 11, 2020.

H.R. 2

H.R. 6622

Rep. DeFazio (D-OR)

Rep. David McKinley
(R-WV)

Moving Forward Act

Assuring Quality Water
Infrastructure Act

The bill combines multiple pieces of
legislation to authorize funds for Federal- On June 17, 2020 the Subcommittee on
aid highways, highway safety programs, Highways and Transit discharged the measure
and the bill for consideration by the
and transit program.
Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure.
The measure includes $25 billion for
drinking water, $100 billion for
broadband, $70 billion for clean energy Following the mark up the bill was ordered to
be reported out of committee. On Monday,
projects, $100 billion for low income
schools, $30 billion to upgrade hospitals, June 29, 2020 the Rules Committee met to
$100 billion in funding for public housing discuss the procedure and rules for the bill's
and $25 billion for the postal service and consideration on the House floor.
allocates approximately $500 billion to
The House voted on the measure on
further green efforts.
Wednesday, July 1 and passed the legislation
by a vote of 233 – 188.

The bill amends the Safe Water Drinking
Act to establish a grant program for
improving operational sustainability by
The legislation was introduced on April 24,
small public water systems.
2020, and referred to the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
The bill would authorize $5 million to
execute this program for each of the
fiscal years 2021 - 2025.
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The bill provides over $3 trillion to
federal agencies, state and local
governments, small businesses, and
individuals.

H.R.6800

Rep. Nita Lowey (DNY)

The HEROES Act

The measure also would authorize and
provide $5 billion for the Housing and
Urban Development Department’s
Community Development Block Grant
program. The grant funds would have to
be allocated to state and local recipients
within 30 days of the bill’s enactment
according to an existing formula.
Emergency grants could be made over
121 consecutive months, instead of
three months, for entities that provide
families with food, clothing, housing, and
more.
In addition, outlined within the
legislation, and some would say key to
successfully reopening, the measure
would authorize and appropriate $75
billion for a Covid-19 National Testing
and Contact Tracing initiative.

The legislation was introduced on May 12,
2020.
On May 15, 2020 the measure passed the
House by a vote of 208 - 199.
The bill has not been well received in the
Senate. Majority Leader Mitch McConnell(RKY) has indicated that a Senate version will
likely be notably different that the House
passed version. The Senate is expected to
consider a measure after the July 4th recess.
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S.3752 /
H.R.6954

H.R.7073

Sen. Robert Menendez
(D-NJ) / Sen. Bill
Cassidy (R-LA)
Reps. Mikie Sherril (DNJ) / Rep. Peter King
(R-NY)

The State and Municipal Assistance for
Recovery and Transition (SMART) Act
targets $500 billion in emergency
funding to every state, county and
community in the country, while
prioritizing assistance to the areas with
the greatest need.

SMART Act

The legislation was introduced on May 18 in
the Senate and on May 19 in the House.

Either a substitute amendment or new
legislation negotiated by the bipartisan group
of Members is expected to be introduced
reflecting updated provisions agreed to by the
These funds could be used to help state
coalition.
and local governments meet the current
demand, expand testing capacity and
The legislation has been referred to the
contact tracing, provide further
respective committees of jurisdiction in the
assistance to residents, local hospitals,
House and Senate.
small businesses and schools, in addition
to maintaining critical services residents
The Senate Committee on Banking, Housing,
depend upon. The funding would be
and Urban Affairs held a hearing on the
divided into equal thirds to provide
legislation on June 2.
funding based on population size,
infection rates, and revenue losses.

The legislation would provide special
districts access to the Coronavirus Relief
Fund established in the CARES Act
(H.R.748). The Coronavirus Relief Fund,
as enacted, provided $150 billion for the
remainder of fiscal year 2020, which
Rep. John Garamendi Special Districts Provide Essential ends on September 30, 2020, for State
(D-CA)
and Tribal governments and units of
Services Act
local governments.
Special districts would also be
determined “eligible issuers” for the
Federal Reserve’s Municipal Liquidity
Facilities Program.

The legislation was introduced on June 1, 2020
and referred to the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform and Committee on
Financial Services.
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S.3591

S.3590

Sen. John Barrasso
(R-WY) / Tom Carper
(D-DE)

Sen. John Barrasso
(R-WY) / Tom Carper
(D-DE)

Provides roughly $17 billion in new
federal authorizations to invest in
infrastructure projects across the
America’s Water Infrastructure country, sets a 2-year goal for
completing feasibility studies for
Act of 2020
potential projects by the Corps, and
reauthorizes the WIFIA program
administered by the EPA.

Drinking Water Infrastructure
Act of 2020

The legislation was introduced on May 4, 2020,
and referred to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.
On May 11, 2020, the legislation was reported
by Senator Barrasso with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute, and placed on the
Senate Legislative Calendar under General
Orders.

The legislation has bipartisan cosponsorship.
The legislation was introduced on May 4, 2020,
and referred to the Committee on
The measure would provide roughly $2.5 Environment and Public Works.
billion in authorizations, including
reauthorizing a Safe Drinking Water Act On May 11, 2020, the legislation was reported
by Senator Barrasso with an amendment in the
emergency fund, and $300 million in
nature of a substitute, and placed on the
grants for cleaning drinking water of
Senate Legislative Calendar under General
emerging contaminants, particularly
Orders.
toxic PFAS.
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsorship.
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S.1932

Sen. Cory Gardner (RCO) / Sen. Dianne
Feinstein( D-CA)

Drought Resiliency and Water
Supply Infrastructure Act

This legislation would authorize and/or
reauthorize surface and groundwater
storage and supporting projects, water
recycling and reuse projects, and
desalination projects. It would also
establish an infrastructure finance and
innovation pilot program at the Bureau
of Reclamation. The legislation would
also establish a process to deauthorize
Bureau of Reclamation projects that
have failed to receive a minimum federal
investment or initiate construction.
The bill would increase support for water
infrastructure projects that are likely to
provide a more-reliable water supply
and increase the water management
flexibility and water reliability.

The legislation was introduced on June 20,
2019. The Water and Power Subcommittee of
the Energy and Natural Resources Committee
held hearings on July 18, 2019.
A markup has not been scheduled due to
disagreements between the Ranking Member
and Sponsors of the legislation.
Senator Dianne Feinstein is expected to release
an updated version of the bill.

Page 16 of 74

H.R. 1957
(previously
S.3422)

Sen. Cory Gardner (RCO)

Great American Outdoors Act

The legislation would create a National
Parks and Public Lands Legacy
Restoration Fund with income from 50%
of the energy development revenues
from oil, gas, coal, or alternative
renewable energy from Federal land
from fiscal years 2021 to 2025 for
deferred maintenance projects int he
National Park System, National Wildlife
Refuge System, on BLM Public Lands, BIA
Schools, or the National Forest.

The legislation was introduced on 3/9/2020 in
the Senate. The legislation has 59 cosponsors,
including Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-KY) who has indicated he plans
to fast track the legislation in the Senate. While
there were initially plans to consider the
legislation in March, the Senate's schedule was
changed to consider the third coronavirus
response bill.
The legislation passed the Senate by a vote of
73-25 on June 17.

The legislation would also establish
The House agreed to the Senate amendments
permanent funding for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund that would not on July 22 by a vote of 310 - 107. The
legislation was sent to the President on July 24.
require further appropriations from
Congress.

Draft
Legislation

Rep. Jared Huffman (DCA)

S. 2356

Sen. Mike Braun
(R-IN)

FUTURE Drought Act

Define WOTUS Act of 2019

Representative Huffman's draft
legislation includes three titles on:
Infrastructure Development, Improved
Technology and Data, and Ecosystem
Protection and Restoration. The draft
legislation would create a water storage
program, includes authorization of
funding for desalination projects,
created an water infrastructure fund,
and extends and expands the
WaterSMART program.
The measure would create a new
WOTUS definition the void the previous
Obama era definition that is currently
tied up in litigation.

Much of this legislation was incorporated into
H.R.2 (information above).

The legislation was introduced on July 31, 2019
and referred to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.
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S. 1087

H.R. 1764

Sen. John Barrasso (RWY)

Rep. John Garamendi
(D-CA)

Water Quality Certification
Improvement Act of 2019

The bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Act

The measure would amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to make
changes with respect to water quality
certification.

The measure was introduced in the Senate on
April 19, 2019 and was referred to Committee
on Environment and Public Works.
On November 19, 2019 the committee held a
hearing to discuss impacts of the act if
implemented.

Introduced on March 15, 2019 and then
referred to the Subcommittee on Water
The legislation would amend the Federal
Resources and Environment.
Water Pollution Control Act with respect
to permitting terms, and for other
This legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship
purposes.
and hearings were held on the measure in
November 2019.
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Requires a report to Congress on the
current and future workforce needs for
publicly owned treatment works and
information on steps taken to meet
those needs.

H.R.1497

Reauthorizes sections of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act that provide
grants to States and interstate agencies,
including:
State Management Assistance: Section
Rep. Peter DeFazio (D- Water Quality Protection and Job
106(a);
OR)
Creation Act of 2019
Watershed Pilot Projects: Section 122(c);
Alternative Water Source Projects Pilot
Program: Section 220(d);
Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse
Municipal Grants: Section 221(f)1); and
State Water Pollution Control Revolving
Funds.
Changes the length of permits for NPDES
permits to not exceeding 10 years in
certain circumstances.

Introduced on March 6, 2019 and referred to
the Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment of the House Transportation
Committee.
The Committee marked up the legislation and
reported it with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute--expanding the scope of the
legislation.
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The House bill was introduced on March 5,
2019 and then referred to the House
Committee on Ways and Means.

H.R. 1508 / S.
146

Rep. Blumenauer (DOR) / Sen. John
Hoeven (R-ND)

Move America Act of 2019

The measure would amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
Move America bonds and Move America
credits which would be applicable to
projects relating to flood diversions,
inland waterways, sewage facilities.

Note: All tax issues are likely to be addressed
as part of a larger tax package. The Ways and
Means Committee is considering forming a tax
extenders package, which would be the most
likely venue for this legislation.
The Senate bill was introduced in the Senate
on January 16th and referred to the Senate
Committee on Finance.
Introduced in the House on February 13, 2019.

H.R.1162

S. 361/H.R.
807

This legislation would create a
competitive grant program for the
funding of water recycling and reuse
projects by raising the authorization cap
Rep. Grace Napolitano Water Recycling Investment and for the Title XVI program from $50
million to $500 million. The legislation
Improvement Act
(D-CA)
would also raise the authorization cap
from $20 million to $30 million for the
Reclamation Wastewater and
Groundwater Study and Facilities Act.

Sen. Cory Gardner (RCO) / Rep. Ken Buck (RCO)

Water and Agriculture Tax
Reform Act of 2019

The measure would work to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
facilitate water leasing and water
transfers to promote conservation and
efficiency.

The House Natural Resources Subcommittee
on Water, Oceans, and Wildlife held a hearing
on the legislation on June 13, 2019.
On March 11, 2020, the House Natural
Resources Committee held a mark-up on the
legislation and it was ordered to be reported
out of Committee by a vote of 19-12.
Elements of the bill were incorporated into
H.R.2 (above).
Introduced and referred to the Committee on
Finance (Senate) and Ways and Means
Committee (House). Neither chamber has
recently engaged on the measures.
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H.R.579

H.R.34

H.R. 2313

Introduced in the House on January 15th.
Referred to the Conservation and Forestry
Subcommittee of the Agriculture Committee
This bill would prohibit the conditioning on 2/7 and to the Water, Oceans, and Wildlife
Subcommittee of the House Natural Resources
of any permit, lease, or other use
Rep. Scott Tipton (R- Water Rights Protection Act of agreement on the transfer of any water Committee on 2/4.
right to the United States by the
CO)
2019
A similar amendment was submitted to the
Secretaries of the Interior and
House Rules Committee for consideration in
Agriculture, and for other purposes.
the Interior-Environment Appropriations bill,
but was not made in order by the Committee
for floor consideration.
The bill was introduced in the House on
The legislation would ensure
January 3, 2019. It was marked up and ordered
consideration of water intensity in the
to be reported by the House Science and
Department of Energy’s energy research,
Technology Committee on May 1, 2019 and
Rep. Eddie Bernice
Energy and Water Research
development, and demonstration
was passed by the House on July 23, 2019 by
Johnson (D-TX)
Integration Act of 2019
programs to help guarantee efficient,
voice vote. On July 24, the bill was referred to
reliable, and sustainable delivery of
the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
energy and clean water resources.
Resources.
The bill was introduced in the House on April
12, 2019 and then referred to the Committee
The measure would amend the Internal
on Ways and Means.
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
Rep. Jared Huffman (D- Water Conservation Rebate Tax exclusion for certain conservation
Note: All tax issues are likely to be addressed
subsidies to include subsidies for water
Parity Act
CA)
as part of a larger tax package. The Ways and
conservation or efficiency measures and
Means Committee is considering forming a tax
storm water management measures.
extenders package, which would be the most
likely venue for this legislation.
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H.R.1747

Rep. Rob Wittman (RVA)

National Fish Habitat
Conservation Through
Partnerships Act

The measure aims to achieve
measurable habitat conservation results
through strategic actions of Fish Habitat
Partnerships that lead to better fish
habitat conditions and increased fishing
opportunities, establish a consensus set
of national conservation strategies as a
framework to guide future actions and
investment by Fish Habitat Partnerships,
broaden the community of support for
fish habitat conservation, fill gaps in the
National Fish Habitat Assessment and
the associated database of the National
Fish Habitat Assessment, and
communicate to the public and
conservation partners.

A hearing has been held in the House Natural
Resources Committee on the legislation and
the legislation was ordered to be reported out
of committee on September 25, 2019.
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S.1419

On May 13, the bill was introduced into the
Senate. It was then referred to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs. Hearings on the bill were held in both
the Committee on Homeland Security and the
The legislation would direct agencies to Committee on Small Business. On July 19 the
issue advanced notices for rules costing Committee on Homeland Security and
more than $100 million annually. The bill Governmental Affairs ordered the measure to
Sen. James Lankford Early Participation in Regulations
would require agencies must outline the be reported favorably with an amendment in
(R-OK)
Act
the nature of a substitute.
problem the rule intends to solve and
listen to the public’s input on the
On September 10, the bill was placed on the
subject.
Senate Legislative Calendar under General
Orders. However the bill has yet to be
considered on the Senate floor.
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship.

S. 1087

H.R. 1695

Sen. John Barrasso (RWY)

Water Quality Certification
Improvement Act of 2019

The measure would amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to make
changes with respect to water quality
certification.

The legislation would amend the
Rep. Betty McCollum Community Services Block Grant
Community Services Block Grant Act to
(D-MN)
Reauthorization Act of 2019
reauthorize and modernize the Act.

The measure was introduced in the Senate on
April 19 and was referred to Committee on
Environment and Public Works.
On November 19 the committee held a hearing
to discuss impacts of the act if implemented.
The measure was introduced in the House on
March 12, 2019 to the House Committee on
Education and Labor.
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship.
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H.R. 1744

H.R.579

H. R. 855

H.R. 420

S.T.O.R.A.G.E. Act (Storage
Technology for Operational
Rep. Mark Takano (D- Readiness And Generating Energy
CA)
Act)
Energy Storage Systems by
Electric Utilities

The bill would provide for the
consideration of energy storage systems
by electric utilities as part of a supply
side resource process, and for other
purposes.

The bill was introduced on March 13, 2019 and
the referred to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the
Subcommittee on Energy of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

Rep. Scott Tipton (RCO)

This bill would prohibit the conditioning
of any permit, lease, or other use
Water Rights Protection Act of agreement on the transfer of any water
right to the United States by the
2019
Secretaries of the Interior and
Agriculture, and for other purposes.

Introduced in the House on January 15th.
Referred to the Conservation and Forestry
Subcommittee of the Agriculture Committee
on February 7, 2019 and to the Water, Oceans,
and Wildlife Subcommittee of the House
Natural Resources Committee on February 4,
2019.

Rep. Scott Peters
(D-CA)

The bill would work to minimize the
economic and social costs resulting from
losses of life, property, well-being,
business activity, and economic growth
STRONG (Strengthening the
Resiliency of our Nation on the associated with extreme weather events
by ensuring that the United States is
Ground Act) Act
more resilient to the impacts of extreme
weather events in the short- and longterm, and for other purpose

Introduced in the House and referred to the
Subcommittee on Economic Development,
Public Buildings, and Emergency Management
of the House Transportation Committee on
February 7, 2019.

Introduced in the House on January 9, 2019
The bill would decriminalize marijuana
Rep. Earl Blumenauer Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol
and referred to the Committees on Energy and
and sets up legal framework to regulate
(D-OR)
Act
Commerce, Ways and Means, Natural
marijuana.
Resources, and Agriculture.
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S.420 /H.R.
1120

Sen. Ron Wyden (DOR) / Rep. Earl
Blumenauer (D-OR)

H.R. 3794

Rep. Paul A. Gosar (RAZ)

The bill was introduced in the Senate on
February 7, 2019 and was referred to the
Finance Committee.

A bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Marijuana Revenue and
Code of 1986 to provide for the taxation
Regulation Act
and regulation of marijuana products,
Introduced in the House on February 8, 2019
and for other purposes.
and was referred to the Committees on
Judiciary, Agriculture, and Natural Resources.
The measure was introduced in the House on
July 17, 2019 and was then referred to both
the Committee on Natural Resources and the
Committee on Agriculture. A hearing on the bill
was held on July 25 by the Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources. On August 9th,
the bill was referred to the Subcommittee on
Conservation and Energy of the House
The bill would work to promote the
Agriculture Committee.
Public Land Renewable Energy
development of renewable energy on
Development Act of 2019
public lands
The measure was later referred to the
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral
Resources were a hearing was held on the
legislation. On November 20, 2019, a Mark-up
session was held and the bill was ordered to be
Reported by Voice Vote.
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship.
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S. 1344

H.R.535

The bill would require the Secretary of
the Treasury to collect data and issue a
report on the opportunity zone tax
incentives enacted by the 2017 tax
reform legislation.

Sen. Cory Booker (DReinstate Opportunity Zone Data
NJ)
Mandates
The reporting requirements were part of
and Tim Scott (R-SC)
the original legislation as introduced, but
they were not incorporated in H.R.1 (the
tax package) when it was advanced in
the House and Senate.
The legislation combines 12 different
bills that had previously been
introduced into one legislative package
that would change the way the federal
government regulates “forever
chemicals” known as PFAS.
Rep. Debbie Dingell (DMI)

PFAS Action Act of 2019

The consolidated version of H.R. 535
would place these chemicals on the
Superfund hazards substances list from
the Environmental Protection Agency,
force the agency to set nationwide
drinking water standards for PFAS, and
block companies from producing new
chemicals in this class.

The legislation was introduced in the Senate on
May 7, 2019 and referred to the Finance
Committee.
The legislation has bipartisan cosponsor ship.

The legislation was reported out of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee on
November 20, 2019 by a vote of 31 to 19,
largely along party lines. The bill passed the
House on January 10, 2020 by a vote of 247 159. The bill was received in the Senate on
January 13, 2020 and referred to the Senate
Committee on Environment and Public Works.
The legislation is not expected to be
considered in the Senate in its current form.
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H.R.4236

S.3263 /
H.R.5845

The legislation would
Rep. Quigley, Mike (D- Reducing Waste in National Parks encourage recycling and reduction of
disposable plastic bottles in units of the
IL)
Act
National Park System,

Sen. Tom Udall (DN.M.) and Rep. Alan
Lowenthal (D-CA)

This legislation would require plastic
producers to take responsibility for
collecting and recycling materials,
require nationwide container deposits,
ban certain pollutant products, impose a
fee on the distribution of non-reusable
carryout bags, create a new minimum
Break Free from Plastic Pollution recycled content requirement, protect
state and local governments by allowing
Act of 2020
them to enact more stringent standards,
requirements, and additional product
bans, and give environmental agencies
the valuable time needed to investigate
the cumulative impacts of new plasticproducing facilities on the air, water, and
climate.
Enacted Legislation (removed from report after 2 months)

The bill was introduced on September 6, 2019
and was referred to the House Subcommittee
on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands.
The House Natural Resources Subcommittee
on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands
held hearings on the legislation on February
27, 2020.

The bills were introduced in the House on
2/12/2020 and in the Senate on 2/11/2020. In
the House, the legislation has been referred to
the following committees: Energy and
Commerce, Ways and Means, Transportation
and Infrastructure, and Foreign Affairs.
In the Senate, the legislation has been referred
to the Finance Committee.
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Item # 2
Community Water Systems Alliance Update

Page 28 of 74

Page 29 of 74

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

CWSA Members
Adán Ortega, Facilitator
June 30, 2020
CWSA Planning Meeting Summary

On Thursday, June 18, 2020, Community Water Systems Alliance (CWSA) members and
prospective new members held a discussion about the structure and objectives for the upcoming
year. The discussion demonstrated consensus to continue under the fiscal partnership of
CalMutuals, making it unnecessary to form a new entity. The alliance will continue to focus on
enabling larger water systems to help small systems and organizing water suppliers in
disadvantaged communities.
The participants included representatives from the following entities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency
Cal American Water Company
CalMutuals
CalMutuals JPRIMA
California Water Association. (Investor-owned utilities)
City of Coachella
City of Fullerton (OCWD Representative)
Golden State Water Company
Las Virgines Municipal Water District
Mesa Water
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Orange County Water District
Santa Margarita Water District
Suburban Water Company
Twenty-Nine Palms Water District
Water Replenishment District of Southern California

The group reviewed CWSA’s activities since 2018. Major accomplishments and milestones
included successfully suggesting the use of Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds to support SB200
(Monning) to help small struggling water systems; amending AB134 (Bloom) to emphasize
regional approaches for helping small water systems serving disadvantaged communities;
generating 50 comment letters and 40% of the participants at the state water board’s workshop
on Economic Feasibility resulting from the invalidation of the Chromium 6 MCL. CWSA has
met with over 40 members of the legislature and staff, as well as all members of the State Water
Resources Control Board. CWSA has been represented on the state DWR County Drought
Advisory Group (CDAG); and the state water board’s panels on AB401 regarding a universal
low income rate assistance program; as well as helped organize a workshop with Speaker
Anthony Rendon’s office and Assemblymember Bloom on small water system resiliency in El
Monte in October 2019
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Below are the keys issues and activities discussed by the meeting participants as priorities in
2020-2021:
Key Issues

Category
Economic Feasibility &.
System Affordability

Overall Goal
Work to advocate for
economic feasibility in all
areas that impact the cost of
water and affordable water
rates for small water systems
and disadvantaged
communities.

•
•

•

Water Quality

Limit impact to DACs and
small water systems in state
adoption of standards for
PFAS, Chromium 6 and other
contaminants of emerging
concern by expanding
financial assistance and
access affordable treatment
technologies.

•

•

•
Drought and Emergency
Preparedness

Stress the importance of
regional approaches that
provide more options not
limited to only
consolidations; support and
funding from the state for
water system resiliency.

•
•
•
•

Areas of Engagement
Urge the SWRCB to adopt an
economic feasibility policy for
safe drinking water standards.
Continue tracking SAFER and
advocate for statewide funding
priorities and regional
approaches
When considering water rates
and affordability, it is
important to consider the “real
cost of water,” as there are
other fees that contribute to the
real and total cost of water to
residents.
Participate in the process to set
PHG/MCL on PFAS and
Chromium 6 and other
emerging contaminants of
concern.
Advocate for timely standards
that don’t exceed the statute of
limitations for recovering costs
of treatment from responsible
parties
Identify grant opportunities for
PFAS and Chromium 6 testing
and remediation.
Influence legislation
implementing CDAG
recommendations.
Help define “the human right
to water” in more practical
terms.
Continue engagement with
DWR and SWRCB staff and
state water board members.
Expand partnerships through
affiliate sponsors with
complimentary interests (i.e.
Toshiba sponsorship).
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2020-2021 Activities
Recruitment

Activity

Representation

Small Systems/Non-Member
Participation

Goal

Steps

Expand membership statewide to
increase representation of officials
from small water systems and
disadvantaged communities, as
well as larger water entities whose
interests align with CWSA.

•

Provide representation through
delegations and/or through
advocates to promote CWSA
positions, as well as in visiting
legislative offices.

•

Increase the number of smaller
water system non-member
officials participating in advocacy
activities from agencies that can’t
afford to donate to CWSA.

•

•

•
•

•
•

Training

Train local water officials from
small communities and DAC
areas to become effective
advocates for their water systems.

•
•
•

Provide Resources

Enhance the value of CWSA
membership by making
educational and management
resources available to all CWSA
members.

•

Leverage experts (i.e. scientists,
engineers) of larger water systems
to help advise CWSA public policy
positions.
Coordinate with Sacramento
advocates who represent CWSA
members.
Schedule meetings with legislators
and regulators as issues warrant.
Monitor and provide reports on
SAFER program.
Engage DDW’s small water
systems advisory group.
Budget funding to subsidize travel
and on-line access to those who
can’t afford to otherwise
participate.
Create a peer-to-peer outreach
effort.
Organize policy briefings available
to all on key issues to maintain
engagement.
Publish the e-advocacy addendum
to our public communications
guide for public officials
Host Advocacy 101 training on
webinar platform.
Resume “live” trainings when
conditions permit given Covid 19.
Work with CalMutuals and
JPRIMA to make educational and
training resources available to
CWSA members, and non-member
participants.

Proposed Dues Structure
To move forward in 2020-21, the following annual dues structure is being proposed:
Regional Water Agencies Representing Multiple Disadvantaged Communities and water
suppliers with no qualified DACs:
$10,000
Individual Disadvantaged Communities:
Tier 1:
Tier 2:
Tier 3:
Tier 4:
Tier 5:

Revenues <$249K
Revenues $250K +
Revenues $500K+
Revenues $1M+
Revenues $4M+

$500
$750
$1,250
$2,500
$5,000
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Leadership Structure
Policy Board – Legislation and Regulation
The Policy Board would be comprised of up to 7 members comprised of a majority of members
representing water systems serving Disadvantaged Communities. The mission of the Board of
Directors will be in directing policy and positions on legislation and regulations. The Board of
Directors will meet at least monthy and potentially more frequently during legislative sessions.
Steering Committee – Business & Recruitment
A Steering Committee comprised of up to 8 active members, with half combined from regional
water agencies representing multiple disadvantaged communities/and individual agencies with
no-qualified DACs will act as a fiduciary body responsible for organizational and financial
matters. The Steering Committee will meet monthly to approve financial reports and monitor
progress on organizational plans.
Members of the Policy Board may also be members of the Steering Committee.
We are eager to learn of new recommendations about how to proceed in 2021. We also look
forward to your pledge to keep CWSA intact and active.
Membership
Since June 18th, the following entities have already made the commitment to join CWSA in
2021:
• Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency
• Cabazon Water District
• California Water Association. (Investor-owned utilities/multiple communities)
• City of Coachella
• Coachella Valley Water District (Representing multiple communities)
• Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
• Mesa Water
• Santa Margarita Water District
• Twenty-Nine Palms Water District
• City of Watsonville
Follow-up with prospective members will include:
• Mojave Water Agency (Representing multiple communities)
• Orange County Water District (Representing multiple communities)
• Philan-Piñon Hills Community Services District
• San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency (Representing multiple communities)
• Santa Clara Water District (Representing multiple communities)
• Santa Ynez Conservation District
• Water Replenishment District of Southern California (Representing multiple
communities)
• Others as referred by members
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August 18, 2020

FLOOR ALERT

SUPPORT - Assembly Floor Consent Calendar - SB 1386 (Moorlach):
Protecting Fire Hydrant System Funding
We, the coalition of statewide associations, cities, water suppliers and regional
stakeholders as reflected above, are writing to express our support for SB 1386 - which
is on the Assembly Consent Calendar. The bill enjoyed passage off of the Senate floor
on consent and unanimously passed out of Assembly Local Government Committee.
Our cities and water agencies are some of the 81 local governments being sued to
challenge the long-standing method of funding water service used in firefighting through
property-related water service charges.
These lawsuits erroneously allege that water suppliers are in violation of Proposition 218’s
constitutional restrictions against non-property related charges,
SB 1386 correctly affirms that existing law allows water suppliers to include the costs of
operating and maintaining fire hydrant systems, as well as the costs associated with fire
hydrants and the water served through them, in their property-related charges.
If water suppliers are not allowed to continue to charge residents and businesses for
these systems, water suppliers would be forced to turn to fire protection agencies, which
could significantly impact fire agencies’ budgets for personnel and equipment.
In addition to the above coalition, SB 1386 is also supported by the California Fire Chiefs
Association, the Fire Districts Association of California, the California State Firefighters
Association and the California Professional Firefighters.
For these reasons, we strongly support SB 1386 and urge you to vote “Aye” on this
important measure.
Please do not hesitate to contact Christine Compton with the Irvine Ranch Water District
(IRWD) at (949) 453-5338, Glenn Farrel with the San Diego County Water Authority
(SDCWA) at (916) 216-1747, or either IRWD’s Sacramento advocate Pilar OñateQuintana at (916) 230-4470 or SDCWA’s Sacramento advocate Steve Cruz at (916) 3077741 if you have questions regarding this measure.
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TO ENROLLED BILL FILE
VIA EMAIL: Leg.Unit@gov.ca.gov
September 2, 2020
The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE:

SB 1386 (Moorlach): Protecting Fire Hydrant System Funding- REQUEST FOR
SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Newsom:
We, the undersigned coalition of statewide associations, cities, water suppliers and regional
stakeholders are writing to request your signature on SB 1386— a measure that passed both the
Senate and Assembly floors on consent and enjoys bipartisan coauthors as well.
SB 1386 is an important measure which would protect fire hydrant system funding and ensure public
water suppliers are able to operate sufficiently sized and pressurized water systems to supply water to
their customers and to fight fires. This measure affirms that existing law allows water suppliers to
include the costs of operating and maintaining these systems, as well as the costs associated with fire
hydrant and the water served through them, in their property-related service charges. Because of
lawsuits that threaten California water providers’ ability to fund water services used in fire protection,
this measure is critical to preventing these costs from being passed on to fire protection agencies.
Our cities and water agencies are some of the 81 local governments being sued to challenge the longstanding method of funding water service used in firefighting through property-related water service
charges. The lawsuits allege that including these costs in our water rates is prohibited by Article XIII
D of the California Constitution (i.e. “Proposition 218”).
In our opinion, these lawsuits are without merit and threaten to force all of California’s public retail
water service providers to charge fire protection agencies directly for these costs. If that occurs, the
ability of fire protection agencies to fund essential equipment and personnel would be greatly impacted.
Our property-related service charges are legitimate under existing law, but in order to avoid lengthy
and expensive legal battles with costs that will be passed on to our customers and to avoid additional
burdens on fire protection agencies, the law needs to be affirmed by the Legislature.
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Proposition 218 placed provisions into the California Constitution that limit local governments’
authority to impose and increase taxes, fees, assessments, and charges. We faithfully abide by the
requirements of Proposition 218 and are serious about our responsibility to provide services to our
customers in an efficient and cost-effective manner. Including the costs of operating and maintaining
fire hydrant systems, as well as the costs associated with the water distribution system and the water
that is needed to fight fires, within property-related water service charges is legitimate and appropriate
under Proposition 218. Ensuring water rates cover these costs is critical for the safety of all of our
customers.
SB 1386 reinforces our authority under the law to use property-related service charges for funding
water services related to fire protection. SB 1386 does this by amending Proposition 218’s
implementing statute to reflect a recent court case that concluded that these costs are in fact a propertybased service.
For these reasons, the bill was passed by the Assembly 39 to 0 and the Senate 75 to 0. It is also
supported by the California Fire Chiefs Association, the Fire Districts Association of California, the
California State Firefighters Association and the California Professional Firefighters. We strongly
support SB 1386 and urge you to sign this important measure.
Please do not hesitate to contact Christine Compton with the Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) at
(949) 453-5338, Glenn Farrel with the San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA) at (916) 2161747, or either IRWD’s Sacramento advocate Pilar Oñate-Quintana at (916) 230-4470 or SDCWA’s
Sacramento advocate Steve Cruz at (916) 307-7741 if you have questions regarding this measure.
Sincerely,
Alameda County Water District
Anaheim Public Utilities
Association of California Cities, Orange County Chapter
Association of California Water Agencies
Bighorn Desert View Water Agency
California Municipal Utilities Association
California Special Districts Association
California Water Association
California Water Service
City of Carlsbad
City of Escondido
City of Fountain Valley
City of Fresno
City of Fullerton
City of La Habra
City of Napa
City of Oceanside
City of Pasadena
City of Petaluma
City of Poway
City of Sacramento
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City of San Luis Obispo
City of Santa Cruz
City of Santa Rosa
City of San Diego
Coachella Valley Water District
Community Water Systems Alliance
Contra Costa Water District
County of Ventura
Cucamonga Valley Water District
East Bay Municipal Utilities District
East Valley Water District
Eastern Municipal Water District
El Toro Water District
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
Helix Water District
Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Irvine Ranch Water District
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
Long Beach Water Department
Monte Vista Water District
Moulton Niguel Water District
Municipal Water District of Orange County
Orange County Water District
Otay Water District
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Rainbow Municipal Water District
Rancho California Water District
Regional Water Authority
Sacramento County Water Agency
San Bernardino Municipal Water Department
San Diego County Water Authority
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
San Gabriel Valley Water Association
Santa Ana Public Works Agency
Santa Margarita Water District
South Orange County Economic Coalition
Trabuco Canyon Water District
Valley Center Municipal Water District
Vista Irrigation District
Walnut Valley Water District
Western Municipal Water District
cc:

The Honorable John M.W. Moorlach, Senator, 37th District
Rachel Machi Wagoner, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor
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Item # 3
Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Award (Goat
Mountain Replacement Well) Update
No Staff Report
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Item # 4
Prop. 1 Planning Grant Project (Uranium
Blending Pipeline & Consolidation) Update
No Staff Report
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Item # 5
Ames/Reche Management Area Reporting
Update for years 2018-2019
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Mojave Water Agency

Ames-Reche
Management Area
Reporting Update for Years 2018‐19

Anna Garcia
Principal Hydrogeologist
May 2020
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report presented by the Mojave Water Agency (MWA) satisfies the five (5) year reporting
requirement outlined in the Amended and Restated Judgment from the Ames Reche Groundwater
Storage and Recovery Program and Management Agreement. Production values have been consistently
below the Annual baseline amount total of 1,646 acre feet (AF) for all of the Ames Reche Program
partners combined. Water level data collected in accordance with the Monitoring Program Plan
demonstrate that water levels in the management area are, overall, relatively stable since the
implementation of the Ames Reche Management Agreement in 2012. Changes to the Project Partners
Annual Baseline Amounts are not recommended at this time. Supplemental tables, figures and
documents are provided within this report to support the recommendation.
The Monitoring Plan also requires water quality sampling from 22 production wells. Elevated TDS, Gross
Alpha and Uranium concentrations have been reported in some wells and are being monitored. Water
quality samples collected after recharge of SWP at the Ames Reche Recharge Facility appear to suggest
the native groundwater chemistry at the downgradient monitoring well is influenced by State Water
Project (SWP) water and is, showing a beneficial effect on groundwater quality in the aquifers near the
recharge.
INTRODUCTION
This report presents the results of the monitoring and sampling activities outlined in the Monitoring
Program Plan developed as part of the Ames/Reche Groundwater Storage and Recovery Program and
Management Agreement. The Ames‐Reche Management Area (Figure 1) encompasses roughly 95 square
miles and includes the communities of Flamingo Heights, Landers, Yucca Mesa, and Pioneertown.
The Ames‐Reche Groundwater Storage and Recovery Program was established by area partners Bighorn‐
Desert View Water Agency (BDVWA), Hi‐Desert Water District (HDWD), County of San Bernardino Service
Area 70 W‐1 (CSA 70 W‐1) and County of San Bernardino Service Area 70 W‐4 (CSA 70 W‐4), with Mojave
Water Agency (MWA) providing administrative support. The Stipulation and Amended and Restated
Judgment were finalized by the Superior Court of the State of California, County of Riverside on September
17, 2014. As required by the Amended and Restated Judgement, annual monitoring reports are to be
prepared by MWA. This report constitutes the annual report for the year 2018‐19.
BACKGROUND
On June 3, 1991, the Court entered a Judgement pursuant to a Stipulation for Judgement entered into by
BDVWA and HDWD. The Judgement regarded the proposed construction of a new production well (the
Mainstream Well or HDWD Well #24), located within BDVWA’s sphere of influence, in an area between
the BDVWA and HDWD service areas. The Judgement required monitoring of the subject groundwater
supplies for quantity and quality and the regulation of production from the Mainstream Well.

1
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On May 29, 2012, BDVWA, HDWD, MWA, CSA 70 W‐1, and CSA 70 W‐4 entered into an agreement
providing for more comprehensive regulation of the groundwater supplies protected in the Judgement,
including provisions of supplemental water supplies for beneficial use, allocation of water production,
storage and transfer rights to all of the public entity water retailers utilizing the subject groundwater
supply, and continuing monitoring of water supply quality and quantity, all subject to the Court’s
continuing jurisdiction. MWA and County of San Bernardino 70 W‐1 and 70 W‐4 moved to intervene as
parties to receive the benefits and undertake the obligations provided for in the Amended and Restated
Judgement. All of the Parties have stipulated to the Court’s entry of the September 17, 2014 Amended
and Restated Judgement.
Effective July 1, 2015, LAFCO certified the annexation of CSA 70 W‐1 as an Improvement District of
BDVWA, informally named Improvement District Goat Mountain (IDGM).
As described above, the Project Partners formed the Ames‐Reche Management Area as part of the
Ames/Reche Groundwater Storage and Recovery Program and Management Agreement. The boundaries
of the approximately 95‐square mile management area were established on Exhibit B of the Amended
and Restated Judgement and are shown on Figure 1. As part of the Agreement, a Monitoring Program
Plan was developed as a mechanism for the management of water supply reliability and protection of the
Basin. The Monitoring Program includes a network of wells that are monitored for water level and water
quality data, as designated on Figure 2. MWA is assisting with administration of the monitoring program,
to ensure protection of the Basin for the Parties and their end users. Specific elements of the Monitoring
Program consist of:
Production Wells
Groundwater Production: Project Partners BDVWA, IDGM, CSA 70 W‐4 and HDWD agree to
provide to MWA each year (no later than July 10), the meter readings, electrical records and any other
available data reflecting the production of groundwater from the Basin for the immediate prior 12 months
(July 1 – June 30).
Water Levels: The well owner shall monitor water levels in these wells on a quarterly basis or
better and provide all water level records to MWA annually on or before July 10.
Water Quality Sampling: The owner shall collect and have analyzed Title 22 water quality samples
from active wells (22 total) listed in the Monitoring Program Plan, in accordance with their own California
Department of Public Health requirements. The 22 listed production wells are to be sampled for Total
Dissolved Solids (TDS), Gross Alpha and Uranium by the respective well owner annually for the first 5‐
years of the program.
Monitoring Wells
Nine monitoring wells located within the management area and listed in the Monitoring Program Plan,
are also shown on Exhibit C of the Amended and Restated Judgement. The MWA is to monitor water
levels in these wells on a semiannual basis or better. The MWA shall also collect and have analyzed water
quality samples from 02N05E24H02 (BDVMW‐2) and 02N05E24P01 (BDVMW‐1) annually. Analysis will

2

Page 50 of 74

include general minerals, gross alpha, uranium, and inorganic constituents. Water level measurements
and water quality data will be posted on the USGS National Water Information System (NWIS) website.
WATER LEVELS
Currently, water level data are collected from 32 wells within the Ames‐Reche Management Area
Monitoring Network (Figure 2). MWA staff also maintain pressure transducers in several wells within the
Ames‐Reche Management Area. Data from MWA‐maintained transducers are downloaded semi‐annually
and water levels are hand measured quarterly by MWA staff. Hydrograph maps, prepared for the Landers
Vicinity (Plate 1) and the Pioneertown Vicinity (Plate 2) of the Ames‐Reche Management Area, show
groundwater elevation data for the Monitoring Network Wells. Water levels across the Ames‐Reche
Management Area Wells appear to be relatively stable since implementation of the Ames‐Reche
Management Agreement. Groundwater elevation contours were generated for spring of 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 (Figures 3 through 10) in feet relative to mean sea level (feet
MSL).
WATER QUALITY
Water quality data for total dissolved solids (TDS), gross alpha, and uranium are shown on Plate 3, Plate
4, and Plate 5, respectively. The frequency and history of sampling varies somewhat between parties and
from well to well. Water quality data was retrieved from the California State Water Resources Control
Board, Division of Drinking Water (DDW) website, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) National
Water Information System (NWIS), and the MWA Water Resources Data Management System (MWA
DMS).
Elevated TDS concentrations above the Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for TDS of 500
mg/L have been reported from some of the CSA 70 W‐4 production wells in Pioneertown. TDS
concentrations reported from other Ames‐Reche Monitoring Program Wells between 2012 and 2019
range from 200 to 430 mg/L, below the Secondary MCL for TDS.
Elevated gross alpha concentrations at or above the Primary MCL for gross alpha of 15 picocuries per liter
(pCi/L) have been reported from CSA 70 W‐4 production wells in Pioneertown, from 02N05E27K03
(BDVWA Well #3) in the Flamingo Heights area, and 02N05E24H01 (HDWD Well #24) in the Landers area.
Gross alpha concentrations reported from other Ames‐Reche Monitoring Program Wells between 2012
and 2019 range from not detected above the reporting limit (ND) to 13.8 pCi/L, below the Primary MCL
for gross alpha. It should be noted that there is a relationship between gross alpha concentrations and
uranium concentrations (discussed below) and that gross alpha results should be considered within the
context of uranium.
Elevated uranium concentrations above the Primary Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for uranium of
20 pCi/L have been reported from some of the CSA 70 W‐4 production wells in Pioneertown. Uranium
concentrations reported from other Ames‐Reche Monitoring Program Wells between 2012 and 2019
range from ND to 18 pCi/L, below the Primary MCL for uranium.
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As previously discussed, the Monitoring Program Plan called for collection of samples from Monitoring
Program Production Wells and analysis for Title 22 constituents by well owner “in accordance with their
own California Department of Public Health requirements.” The Monitoring Plan also called for sampling
from all of the 22 Production Wells listed for TDS, uranium, and gross alpha for the first five years of the
program; however, several of the production wells are inactive and not equipped with pumps. Such wells
would require significant resources and effort to collect water quality samples. Water quality data
available from active production wells and monitoring wells across the management area suggest current
data collection efforts provide adequate coverage for the Ames‐Reche Management Area.
Changes to the Monitoring Program Plan should be noted for CSA 70 W‐4 as of July 27, 2019 as the District
no longer extracts water from the Basin after implementation of the CSA 70 W‐ 4 Pioneertown Pipeline
Project. The State paid to have five wells abandoned in CSA 70 W‐4 however four (4) wells are still
accessible to monitor static groundwater levels. No active sources for water quality sampling are active
for CSA 70 W‐4, economic resources to activate the wells for sampling will be limited or not occur.
PRODUCTION
Production amounts in Acre Feet (AF) for the Ames‐Reche Management Area are shown below in Figure
11 and Table 1. Production across the Ames‐Reche Management Area by fiscal year is shown graphically
on Figures 12 through 18.
Production has consistently been below the Annual Baseline Amount total of 1,646 AF for all of the Ames‐
Reche Program partners combined. Production has ranged from a maximum of 1,263.9 AF in FY 2017‐
2018 to a minimum of 886.3 AF in FY 2018‐2019. Since FY 2012‐2013, a total of 6,942.2 AF have been
produced from the Ames‐Reche Management Area by the project partners.
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Figure 11. Production for Ames‐Reche Management Area by Fiscal Year and Project Partner.
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Production by
Project Partner
BDVWA
IDGM
HDWD
CSA 70 W‐4
Totals (AF)

Annual
Baseline
Amount
(AF)
641
267
703
35
1646

FY 2012‐
2013 (AF)
422.7
155.3
596.9
23.2
1198.1

FY 2013‐
2014 (AF)
388.0
143.7
684.7
22.4
1238.8

FY 2014‐
2015 (AF)
348.5
123.1
737.0
19.1
1227.7

FY 2015‐
2016 (AF)
326.4
119.9
708.9
19.8
1175.0

FY 2016‐
2017 (AF)
362.2
130.7
701.6
21.9
1216.3

FY 2017‐
2018 (AF)
414.3
137.0
691.2
21.4
1263.9

FY 2018‐
2019 (AF)
407.3
133.7
321.1
24.3
886.3

Table 1. Production for Ames‐Reche Management Area by Fiscal Year and Project Partner.
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NATURAL RECHARGE (PRECIPITATION)
Yucca Valley CDF Station, located approximately four miles to the south of the Ames‐Reche Management
Area, has the longest period of record and the most complete dataset. Precipitation data from Yucca
Valley CDF Station for the period of 1958 through FY 2018‐2019 are presented in Figure 19.
Additional weather stations were installed within the Ames‐Reche Management Area to support
monitoring efforts. Bighorn Desert View (KCAYUCCA27) and Pioneertown (KACAPIONE13) weather
stations were installed by MWA in October 2015 and November 2015, respectively.


Bighorn Desert View (KCAYUCCA27)
https://www.wunderground.com/personal‐weather‐station/dashboard?ID=KCAYUCCA27#history



Pioneertown (KACAPIONE13)
https://www.wunderground.com/personal‐weather‐station/dashboard?ID=KCAPIONE13#history
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Figure 19. Precipitation data from Yucca Valley CDF Station.
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ARTIFICIAL RECHARGE
Construction of the Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility was completed in March 2014. MWA reworked the
Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility in July 2016 and cleaned out two recharge ponds. The primary pond is 174
feet by 63 feet and secondary pond is 146 feet by 92 feet. In November 2016, MWA measured the wetted
area at 210 feet by 75 feet and estimated the percolation rate for the Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility at 3.7
feet per day.

Figure 20. Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility from above, August 2016.

Figure 21. Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility looking northwest, August 2016.
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From FY 2013‐2014 to FY 2018‐2019, a total of 796 AF of SWP water was recharged at the Ames‐Reche
Recharge Facility as documented below in Figure 22 and Table 2.

Figure 22. Production and Artificial recharge with SWP water.
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SWP Recharge by
Project Partner
BDVWA
IDGM
MWA
Totals (AF)

FY 2013‐2014
(AF)
10
0
0
10

FY 2014‐2015
(AF)
40
0
0
40

FY 2015‐2016
(AF)
100
20
8
128

FY 2016‐2017
(AF)
50
20
291
361

FY 2017‐2018
(AF)
70
0
154
224

FY 2018‐2019
(AF)
0
0
33
33

Total Recharged
(AF)
270
40
486
796

Table 2. Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility SWP recharge amounts.
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REVIEW OF DATA AND DISCUSSION
Prior to construction of the Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility, a monitoring well 02N05E24P01 (BDVMW‐1)
was installed in Pipes Wash and sampled in 2010 (see Plate 1). Construction of the recharge facility was
completed in March 2014 and the monitoring well 02N05E24P01 (BDVMW‐1) is located downgradient of
the recharge facility. A stiff diagram generated from the 2010 water quality data collected at the
monitoring well 02N05E24P01 (BDVMW‐1) is shown in the lower left portion of Figure 23. Stiff diagrams
were also generated for water quality data available from the California Department of Water Resources
for SWP water and are shown in the top left portion of Figure 23. Stiff diagrams generated from water
quality data collected at downgradient monitoring well 02N05E24P01 (BDVMW‐1) after initiation of
recharge activities are shown in the lower right portion of Figure 23 and appear to suggest the
groundwater chemistry at the downgradient monitoring well is influenced by the SWP water.

Figure 23. Comparison of stiff diagrams from native groundwater, SWP water, and samples
collected after recharge was initiated.
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FINANCE TRACKING SPREADSHEETS
As part of the Agreement, MWA is responsible for maintaining the Ames‐Reche Groundwater Accounting
Spreadsheets that record production and artificial recharge activities by the Project Partners.
Spreadsheets for each of the Project Partners are provided in Tables 3 through 6 (attached).
In FY 2014‐2015 and FY 2015‐2016, HDWD Well #24 (02N05E24H01) production exceeded the designated
Annual Baseline Amount by 16 AF and 6 AF, respectively. HDWD purchased water from BDVWA to balance
the HDWD account. The purchased water was transferred from BDVWA’s carryover and the transfers are
documented in Ames‐Reche Groundwater Accounting Spreadsheets (Tables 3 and 4). Copies of the
completed Ames‐Reche Groundwater Storage and Recovery Program Transfer Forms are provided as
attachments.
MWA began pre‐storing SWP water at the Ames‐Reche Recharge Facility in FY 2015‐2016. In FY 2018‐
2019, BDVWA purchased 70 AF of pre‐stored SWP water from MWA and the balance was transferred to
the BDVWA account. A copy of the memo documenting the purchase and transfer is provided as
Attachment 6.
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BASIN MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
This report constitutes the annual report of the Monitoring Program for FY 2018‐2019. Final versions of
the previous reports are included in Appenix A. Every five years (FY 2018‐19) as required by the Amended
and Restated Judgment, MWA will “make recommendations on the Parties” ability to produce their
Annual Baseline Amounts commencing in the following current fiscal year and any other
recommendations for actions which MWA believes are required to protect Basin water supply based on
the Ames/Reche Groundwater Management Plan.”
RECOMMENDATION
Water levels across the Ames‐Reche Management area appear to be relatively stable based on review of
the hydrographs shown on Plates 1 and 2. Changes are not recommended at this time.
Items that the Project Partners may want to implement In support of future management activities
include the following:
1. Maintain production at or below current amounts and continue monitoring groundwater levels.
2. Measure and report water levels in production wells quarterly.
3. Review existing wells within the management area to possibly increase the number of wells in the
monitoring network and make necessary revisions to the monitoriing program.
4. Continue to develop knowledge products to support future management efforts.

14

Page 62 of 74
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BIGHORN-DESERT VIEW WATER AGENCY
Our Mission - “To provide a high quality supply of water and reliable service to all
customers at a fair and reasonable rate.”

Planning/Legislative/Engineering Grant & Security Standing
Committee Meeting Minutes

Committee Members: Vice President Burkhart & President Corl-Lorono
BOARD MEETING OFFICE
1720 N. CHEROKEE TR.
LANDERS, CALIFORNIA 92285

June 16, 2020
Time – 9:15 A.M.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Burkhart called the meeting to order at 9:17 am. The meeting was conducted
using Zoom Meeting platform for public participation in compliance with Gov. Newsom’s
Executive Order No. N-29-20.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by John Burkhart.
ROLL CALL
Directors:
Staff:

Judy Corl-Lorono
John Burkhart
Marina West
No Public present.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Vice President John Burkhart and President Judy Corl-Lorono approved the agenda as
presented.
Discussion and Action Items
1. Conference Call with Mojave Water Agency’s Legal/Legislative and Public Information
Committee
The Committee participated via conference call to receive an update on the current status of
state and federal legislative issues. Directors asked several questions of staff regarding some
of the federal bills.
(Note: From about 9:55 am to 10:07 am there was a local power outage that closed out the
remote meeting platforms.)
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2. Community Water Systems Alliance Update
GM West gave the update noting that President Corl-Lorono and GM West participated in
the State Water Resources Control Board Workshop on the recently released white paper on
the economic feasibility of chromium 6 treatment. The Alliance had developed talking points
relative to the manner in which the state is setting drinking water standards. CWSA members
represented about 40% of the public comment received. Staff also signed onto a letter in
support of SB 1386 Protecting Fire Hydrant System Funding. Lastly, she reported on an
upcoming planning workshop session June 18th to discuss priorities for the upcoming
legislative year and recruitment and engagement with new member organizations.
3. Prop. 1 / Round 1 Grant Application Update
GM West updated the Committee on the status of this grant. The grant was awarded to
BDVWA for replacement of the Goat Mountain Well No. 2 which failed and has been taken
out of service.
Mojave Water Agency will be the “grantee” due to the manner in which these grants are
awarded to Integrated Planning Regions. Staff is awaiting contract documents from MWA.
A Categorical Exemption has been filed for this project to comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act. The Plans and Specifications for the well project are
approximately 75% complete.
Staff will be ready to put the project out to bid as soon as the contract documents are
executed.
GM West answered questions from the Committee.
4. Prop. 1 Planning Grant Project Update
GM West gave the update. Engineering plans are about 80% complete for the BDV-GM
interconnections and the blending pipeline. The biological consultants have completed the
paleontological and cultural surveys and they have determined cultural sensitivity exists
within the project boundaries. This requires the Agency to obtain identifying “trinomials”
for these locations. That process is being held up by the COVID-19 and its impact on work
schedules for state employees. The Bureau of Land Management will not release the reports
until this process is complete which is anticipated to be July.
Biological surveys for the burrowing owl require four separate field visits. The third survey is
scheduled for this week. Rare plant surveys are complete and most sections of the Initial
Study – Mitigated Negative Declaration has been drafted.
Three Native American tribes have been contacted for consultation. We are awaiting
responses to be provided within prescribed timeframes but again, the Governor has ordered
all timelines be extended. We will provide additional outreach to the tribes as necessary to
ensure the consultation process is properly executed and documented.
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NV5 is finalizing easement requirements for pipeline alignments and the Agency will be
pursuing title reports and easements in the near future.
5. Disadvantaged Community Involvement (DACI) Grant Update
GM West gave the staff report and a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the results of the
dynamic flow and water quality testing of Well Nos. 3 and 4. She further reported that the
grant will be closing out at the end of June and the Agency has met all obligations under the
grant and all invoices submitted have been approved to reimburse the Agency the $50,000
awarded. Total costs to Agency for this project will be $12,500.
6. Leak Detection Grant Awarded
GM West reported that the Agency was contacted by CA Rural Water Association (CRWA)
regarding an opportunity to conduct leak detection studies. She explained that while the
entire Agency was surveyed for leaks a few years ago, by CRWA, it never hurts to continue
looking for leaks. This will be a more focused survey and David Rewal, Lead Operator, is going
to focus on some areas that are very sandy in the Desert View area and also where we might
be having water theft in the Goat Mountain service area. This grant will be provided to CRWA
and no money or grant administration will go through the Agency. Total cost to the Agency
is just staff time to coordinate with the CRWA field crews.
7. Miscellaneous Safety Upgrades to ID Goat Mountain Tanks R1, R2A and R2B
GM West gave a PowerPoint presentation outlining the miscellaneous safety upgrades
desired for these tanks. Staff indicated that the Goat Mountain reserve funds will be used
for this project.
8. ID Goat Mountain Pressure Reducing Station Upgrades
GM West informed the Committee that this project was budgeted in the prior Fiscal Year but
the vaults ended up taking nine months to receive and therefore the project rolled into the
current fiscal year. She gave a PowerPoint presentation showing the activities related to the
project and staff’s work in rebuilding the two pressure reducing stations in the Goat Mountain
service area. This project will be funded by the Goat Mountain cash reserves at an estimated
cost of $51,000. She reminded the Committee that during the annexation process the County
Special Districts had budgeted approximately $300,000 for this project.
9. Consent Items –
a. PLEGS Committee Meeting Minutes, April 21, 2020
No Public comment.
Vice President Burkhart and President Corl-Lorono approved the minutes as presented.
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10. Public Comment Period
No Public comment
11. Verbal Reports - Including Reports on Courses/Conferences/Meetings
1. Committee Members’ Comments/Reports – none.
2. General Manager’s Report – GM West reported that Mr. Lance Eckhart, Director
of Basin Management for Mojave Water Agency has accepted a position as
General Manager of the San Gorgonio Pass Water Authority. Ms. Anna Garcia
has also left the Agency.
12. Adjournment - Chairman Burkhart adjourned the meeting at 11:37 am.
Approved by:
_______________________________________________
Vice President Burkhart, Committee Chair

Official Seal
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